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Principles and Practices 
Gs THE 


Moderate Divin.s and Laity of the 
Church of ENGLAND, 


Repreſented in ſome late Immoderate Diſcourſes, . 
under the Nick-names of GRIND ALIZERS 


and TRIMMERS. 


By a Lover of Moderation, Reſident upon his Cure. 
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With an APPENDIX, demonfrating that Pariſh-Chur- 
ches are no Conventicles, particularly for reading the Se- 
cond Service in the Desk : In Anſwer to a late Pamphlet, 
entitled, *Pariſh-Churches turned into Conventicles, &c, 
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To the Reverend (ergy, and Honoured Gentlemen, 
who are Truly Moderate. 


/ 
> Meverend and Honoured Sirs, 


HE Writer hereof hath ſuch a moderate Opi- 
nion and Senſe of himſelf, and this Vindica- 
tion, that he thinks it too mean a thing to be 
dedicated to Perſonsof your Learning, Judg- 
ment, and Worth. It is a manifeſt proof of 
your eminent Moderation, that none of you 

hath ſet himſelf, either to examine the Accuſations, or to eject 
the Infinuations of ſome Men, who muſt needs be. either abu- 
ſed by Men of an ill Religion, and as :ll a Nature, orelfe very 
great Strangers to your Principles, and manner of Converſation. 
And except this Undertaking find ſome Approbation from you, 
I ſhall wiſh I had taken direction from your Silence, to have 
been ſilent alſo. How it may operate upon our unkind Ex. 
poſers, I cannot certainly divine : but that it may not refle& 
upon more than one, and he of a lower fize than hundreds of 
you, Ithink it neceſlary to declare, That as it looks not like 
a manly Defence, compacted by the Reaſon of a Combination 
of famous Men 3 ſo it is not the Apology of a fingle Perſon, 
pointed at by the Accufers above others of his Brethren, Let 
the whole Blame of it fall upon one only, and ſuch an one as 
if diſcovered, that the Aggreſlors. cannot ſay of him, he had 
any particular Grudg, or perſonal Animoſity againſt them, 

The laſt Summer, when I ſaw the Title of the Remarks npor: 
the Growth of Nonconformity, I earneſtly defired to read it for 
my Information. * When 1 came to peruſe it carefully, I can fay 
no leſs, than Ithink it written both to deceive, and to provoke 


' the Magiltrate, in the Spring-time of the Heat and Ferment. 
| 2 


And 
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And as If the Juſtices had not Work enough todo in Conven- - 
ticles, moderate Conformiſts, under a reverend Nickname of . 


Grindalizers, from the moſt Reverend Arch-Biſhop Grindal, 
and more odious Marks, are fal{ly repreſented, and accuſed as 
dangerous to the Government. | 

Some that faw- my Marks upon him, diſſuaded from publiſh- 
ing due Caſtigations of him, becauſe there was hitle or no no- 
rice taken of it, (tho ſince ſome give other Accounts of it.) 
Bar ſince that, I was often and earneſtly defircd to write a 
Vindication of moderate Conformiſts, as being ſeaſonable and 
deſired, as neceſſary to check the Humour that breaks out about 
the Mouths of many, opened againſt moderate Men. 

When I heard of the Sermon of Moderation before the Lord- 
Mayor, I did (as I perceive others did ) defire to ſee it, and 
give it welcom, as being a great Stranger, and much beloved; 
without the leaſt deſign to take any thing ill. I read it with 
ſome pleaſure, till-I came to the Application, which ſeems not 
to be the ſame Pen-(tho it is) that wrote the Dofrinal Part, but 
almoſt mcredible it-ſhould be preached and written with the 
ſame Spirit: that would take that Text in hand; I have read 
of ſome eminent Preachers,that firſt-meditated the Application, . 
and' took their-Aimat that, throughout the Text and Dodtri- 
nal Part :- I cannot fay this was ſo contrived 3: if it was, then: 

we know where the Lite of it doth appear. | 

It may ſcem ſtrange at- firſt ſight, that the ſame Men that- 
magnify the Moderation of” the Church of Ergland, in all the: 
parts of its Conſtiew. 20, Doctrine, Orders, Ceremonies, ſhould- 
from-Pulpx and Preſs report-and repreſent the moderate Mem- 
bers of it to the Jealouſy of- our Superiours, and Diſlike of 
the Times : But the wonder is over, whenwe ſee what mahner. 
of-Men they make moderate. Men to be; Men uneaſy in their 
Minds, galld under their-Burthens, lifting at the Government: 
to-caſt it: off, and then tread it down. If they know. any ſuch: 
Snakesto lie covered under Conformity, they:have not done: 


enough to detect them :- if they. .do not; they: have ſpoken- 


Matter.of deep Repentance for themſelves. They 
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They very warmly urge ſome Canons, as thoſe for the Bids 
ding of Prayer, for reading all the Service, and obſerving all 
the Orders, Rites, and Ceremonies, as well in reading the Scrip- 
tuxes, and ſaying of Prayers, without either diminiſhing in re- 
gard of Preaching, or adding any thing in the Matter or Form 
thereof: And yet theſe very Men can indulge themſelves in 
an Irregularity contrary to other Canons. Not to inſtance in 
ſuch as will give them offence, let us ſee what Inconformity 
there is, in going beyond the Rubricks, in theE'very faſhion of 
their Gowns: Are they made with ſtanding Collars 2? do they. 
wear in their Journeys, Cloaks with Sleeves and Capes > Do. 
they wear plain Night-Caps, of black Silk, Satten, or Velvet? 
And to imitate ſome of themſelves in their way of arguing : 
Arenot theſe things indifferent in their own nature ? Are they 
not commanded us by lawful Authority ? They become necel- 
fary by reaſon of the Command, which they muſt obey. The 
Canon ſaith, Theſe Garments are not enjoined for any Holineſs, 
or ſpecial Worthineſs, but for Decency, Gravity, and Order : The 
Reaſons of the Injunction are as great for the uſe of. theſe Gar- 
ments in our ordinary Converſation, as for others. If they ſay, 
We may lawfully ſuit our Habit to the Fancy and Faſhion of 
the Age wherein we live 3 their Argument is anſwered, Not. 
when we are tied by Canon. 

They think they have convinced us into an inexcuſable Ac- 
knowledgment of our Sin, or Stlence, by telliag us of: the Ob-. 
ligation of our Subſcriptions, and there is no room for exer-- 
ciling any Moderation ; and yet how could. they ever have. 
ſubſcribed to the Articles of the Church, without a Salvo, an. 
expreſs or tacit qualification or mitigation of. Sence, only as. 
Articles-of Peace 2 If we ſhew Moderation 1n Things of. an. 
indifferent nature, feparate from the Command, and inmany 
occaſions of our Miniſtry inexpedient, . we are ſuſpected to 
overthrow-the Government, and to undermine the Church. . 
But if this be the pernicious Effect of Moderation in point. of. 


Ceremony, what will their Moderation come to in Articles and-: 
| 
Matters 


The Epiſtle Dedicato:y. 
"Matters of Faith > How common a thing is it to take the Ar- 
ticles of the Church in a lax Conſtruction, as Articles of Peace? 
'What Authors are more commonly bought, and at dearer 
Rates, than thoſe which either depart from, or are moſt con- 
trary to the profeſled Doftrines of our Homilies and Articles ? 
And Men have paſt with an allowed looſe Sence of the Articles, 
that had not ſo paſſed in other Matters of Subſcription. A 
conſiderable Inſtance of this deſerves our notice. 

Acertain Perſon came to a Chaplain of great Note and Place, 
( the very initial Letters of whoſe Name would be as much as 


to name him ) to deſire to know if a Friend of his might not 


ſubſcribe in a large Sence? No, ſaid the Chaplain with vehe- 
mency, we have too many ſuch in the Church already. Nay, Sir, 
miſtake me not, (aid the Perſon, 1 zrean as to the DoQrines ;, as 
for the Ceremonies, he can ſubſcribe to them in the ſtriceſt Sence, 
bow, cringe, &c. O, ſaid the DoCtor, he car ſubſcribe no way to 
#he Dofrines, but as Articles of *Peace. Sir, ſaid the Perſon, one 
Mr. D. i his Book of Conformity, ſaith, We muſt ſubſcribe to the 
Articles in a Grammatical Sence ; and gives an Inſtance of a Mj- 
niſter in Duccn Elizabeth's Time, who becauſe he would not ſub- 
ſeribe thenz jo, but as Articles of Peace, loſt his Living. D. faid 
the Doctor, is a Coxc—, and will ere long be ſuſpended. 

This Doctor may be ſuppoſed to have known the Sence of 
ſome of the greateſt Men, as intimately as any Man, and hath 
not a little preſumed upon it. If they make uſe of Meanings 
inthe greateſt Matters, it is too unkind a partiality to allow 
no Latitude in the mutable and leiſer Matters. 

To be ſhort, we have conformed, and if there be not Non- 
conformilts too many already made and ejected, they may take 
counſel, and contrive to make many more : but what will the 
End of theſe Things be 2 We are ſure that the Enemies of Mo- 
deration are the Enemies of our Government and Peace, which 
is built upon it, and kept together by it. If Moderation had 
prefided over all our Parties, we had never been thus broken 3 
It is that little that is left of it, that keeps us from totterivg into 
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a ſadden Ruin 3 and when other hands have made deeper: 
Wounds, the moderate Samaritan is the Man, and Moderation 
the Oil, thatmuſt heal us. What hurt did Gamraliel in the Coun- 
cil? AFs 5. Or Peter and Fames in the firſt Council of the A- 
poſtles ? chap. 15. Or the Apoſtle Pax, in becoming all Things 
foal? If our difpleaſed Brethren ſhould prevail to ſtrike us. 
our, as long as the New Teſtament obtains the place of a Rule;. 
there will be a Teacher of Moderation, or a Witneſsand Judg 
to condemn the Immoderate. If they cannot draw together 
with us, but kick and fight, and run at us, when they ſhould 
labour, and tread down the Corn, they will not endure the 
eaſy Yoke of Chriſt upon their Necks. It is the evil Spirit 
that makes Men rage and run mad, that caſts into the Fireand 
Water, and makes poor poſleſt Creatures to foam. The very 
Children of this World, that are wiſe in their Generation, are 
wiſe for their being moderate in their Exaftions. The Children: 
of Wiſdom, that are led by the Spirit of God, are to be known 
to be the Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus, by loving one another, 
and by ſhewing their Moderation to all een, and'by that to 
ſhew what they are, and that the Spirit of Chriſt dwelleth in them. 
Let us labour to excell in this Grace, which is both our CharaGer 


; and our Glory, our Duty, and our Reward, in its ſweet Fruit 
: of Contentment,. Patience, and Peace. And by what odious 
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Names ſoever we are branded and diſtinguiſhed from others, 
let us approve our ſelves as true Chriſtians in the extent of 
Chriſtianity 3 and we are ſure, that if ever decayed and lan- 


| guiſhing Chriſtianity revive, recover ſtrength, and be in health, 


it muſt be by Moderation, What a lamentable ſadning Objet 
is Religion in ſome Parts of the World ! a very Skeleton, dreſt: 


| up in Ceremonies ! In other Parts of the World, it dares hard- 


ly ſhew its face, except it puts on the Harlot's Drels ;. in other 
Places, languiſhing and exhauſted ; in other Places, torn and- 
perſecuted, ſuppreſs'd, and.in Bondage 3 in too many Places, 
diſputed and controverted into next to nothing, but Faction, . 


_ and Names of Oppoſition. How it is at home at this time, you . 


cannot 
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-cannot but ſee, and be affe&ed with it. And be it known to | 
our Cenfors, that that Soundnefs, Life, Zeal, . and Anſwerable- ' 
.neſs to our holy and heavenly Calling, which remains asa holy | 
Seedin the Land, is to be found among the Moderate, of every | 
-Denomination, that holds the Head, and is built upon the | 


Foundation. And if fome among us will not ſlack the Fire,which 
they kindle and blow for others,as they think,a Wind from Rome 


-may blow it upon themſelves ; and when they ſuticr in it, they 


will have cauſe to ſay, the Fire was too hot and raging, and 
will be glad to fave a little by the helping hand of Moderation. 
But whatever others do, our Duty lies plain betore us, Let ws 
thew our Moderation towards all Men, as knowing the Lord to be 
at hand ;, to whoſe ProteCtion 1 delire to be commended by 
you, and in whom I reſt, 


Your unworthy Fellow-Servant,and : 


of all that ſerve h:m, ard love 
him in Sincerity. 


POST-SCRIPT. 


Efore I had quite finiſhed this Vindication, there came to my | 
B hand a Pamphlet, pretending to prove that all our *Pariſh- 


Churches are Conventicles, where the Communion-Serurce is not 
read at the North Side of the Lord's Table. If T have not fufft- 
ciertly anſwered him, it would do well, if ſome of you would main- 
tain your Legal Title to your Churches, and recover from that Er- 


ror thoſe whom his Arguments have convinced and converted, | 
as he vainly boaſts, We fee, whether Mens Heads run round or © 6 


not, Controverſies run round. The Appendix alſo is humbly ſubs 
emitted to your Judgment. : 
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VINDICATION 


Moderate Lhurch-men, 


SJUppoling Moderation to be a Duty, Every Chriſtian 
NI ought to be zealous for this Grace, and againſt all 
Wy ſuch Perſons and Things as are Enemies of it, 
Wy ſaid the Reverend and Worthy Biſhop Wilkins, an- 
-J) } {wering an Objeftion in his Sermon of Moderation, 

FIERY 742. 416. 

Our Archers that handle the Bow, ſhoot at three 
Marks : 1- The Pope, and his Legion. 2. The Dilſlenter, and his 
Diviſions 3. The Moderate Conformilſt. | 

They have ſhot through the Triple-Crown, pull'd out his Eye, 
diſarmed him of his two Swords, ſpoild him of his Keys and Ponti- 

: ficals; ina word, as goad as killed him, and buried him with White- 

! bread, and the Popiſh Plot : Yet from an old Antipathy againſt him, 

: we make an hiſtorical Remembrance of him; and that which remains 
of him alive, 1s confin*d to his own Territories, or ſo obnox1ous fo 
the Penalties of the Law, that he will keep away for his own Safety, 
or uſe a Temper, out of a ſenſe of his Impotence and Intereſt. He 

: cannot do us a Miſchief, with any fafety to himſelf. 

2. The Danger is greateſt from the Diſſenter : Becauſe, (1.) An 


>> ) | 


\ | Enemy in our own Bowels. (2.) By along Indulgence grown nume- 


: rous and head-ſtrong. (3.) By ſubtil Inſinuations got the repute s 
; B c 
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be a Proteſtant. (4.) Hath ſo great a ſhare in the Veſſel of Trade, 
that he can remoye the Mart where almoſt he pleaſeth.: And by this 
*tis thought neceſlary to forbear him, leſt we loſe by breaking him 
and this makes him proud and inſolent, until he be grown tntolerable, 
becauſe great and dangerous. "The Schiſm is pernicious to the Church, 
and the Republican Principle to the Government. The Shower of 
the barbed Arrows, with the Thunderbolts, are poured upon them ; 
there 1s no relaxation of the Bow, unleſs they ſubmit, or leave a 


Church to which they cannot conform, to them that can, to enjoy her 


own Peace and Order. E 

3. There is another pernicions Party, of ambiguous Men; (that a are 
liſted under our Banner. and receive the Churches Pay, but ſerve our 
dangerous Enemy, the Fanatick and Diſlenter. Theſe are they that 
will betray the Church, that are making Terms for themſelves, and 
will, by their Compliance with the Diſſenter, bring in the Papilt, 
which might deſpair of entring mn, if theſe two did not open him the 
Door. Theſe are pointed our, that the Rulers may know them, ard 
caſhier them, or not truſt them, and by ſome ſtronger Teſt deliver us 
from thetn. You may know them by their halting Moderation, and 
many other Marks atiix*d upon them, to be feen by and by. 

It istoo vibble, ybat ſome Men cag never bequiet as long as there 
ts a modexate Man left in the Church. Theſe very Men admire and 
commend the Moderation of the Church, and yet deelaim againſt Mo- 
deration inshem that conform to it, whether they be Clergy or Laity. 
And really, 16 Moderation, were drefs?d up, and:diſgyifed upon the 
Stage, and hiſgd at, it were more excuſable, for Men of little Vertue 
to repreſent it asa Vice, than to ke it paitrtcd according to the Fancy 
of prejugiced Preachers, ard burng out: of the Pulpir, as.an odious 
or a loathſom Monſter ; or by Head and Ears forced into a Diſcourſe, 
and: brought forth before the Magiitrate, as a Cheat, or Underminer 
of the Government, to be watched, and. ſeverely infpeCted, as 'an 
Enemy inthe Loyal Churchmam's Habit. 

have long obſerved/a Diſpleaſure againſt Men of this Charatter of 
Moderation, andpalt it by,, being. as unwilling to engage againſt them, 
as1 would be to draw-a. Company of Boys about me, by throwing 
back their Crabs at them, which they wantonly throw about, and hit 
mewith by.chance. Burt now hearing the Warning-plece ſhot off, to 
awaken the Magiſtrate to ſtand up in defence of the Church, and 
warned of. this inteſtine Church-Traitor, and feeling the Heat and 
Sharpneſs of this flaſhy Zeat, why ſhould we lie under the Reproach 
and Jealouſy of theſe Watchmen, and. not be as zealous for Mode- 
ratian, 


AUmdication of Boderate Churrhmen. 3 
ration, as any of them can be againſt ns ? And*why ſhould we nor 
appear for it, in its juſt defence, ſeeing it ſo publickly traduced, pre- 
ſented, and indicted. | 

It were much to-be wiſhed, that ſuch a Man as the Reverend 
Dr. T:tlotſsn would undertake the Vindication, who 
hath adventured to commend the excellent Biſhop To the Reader, 
Wilkins for his Moderation, and to ſay: Notwith- before the Fifteen 
ftanding that this Vertue, ſo much eſteemed and magni- Sermons of Biſhop 
fied by wiſe Men in all Ages, hath of late been declarmed Wilkins: 
againſt with ſo much zeal and fierceneſs, and yet with | 
that good grace and confidence,, as if it were not only no Vertue, but even 
the Sum and Abridzment of all Vices; I ſay, notwithſtanding all this, I 
am ſtill of the old Opinion, that Moderation is a Vertue, and one of the pe- 
culiar Ornaments and Advantages of the excellent Conſftitutibn of our Church, 
and muſt at lift be the Temper of her Members, esfecially the Clergy, if 
ever we ſeriouſly intend the firm Eſtabliſhment of our Chitrch, ata do ot 
1nduſtriouſly deſign, by cheriſhing Heats and Diviſions among our felves, to 


| bet in Popery at theſe Breaches. So far that great Man, who obſerves 


how Maderation is uſed in theſe Days. op | 

But it is not neceſſary ſo great a Champton ſhould maintain this 
Cauſe ; for Moderation is qualified with Wifdom, Fortitude, ard Pa- 
rience to' defend it ſelf, even ſilent ; and a Man of a lower Size ts tal 
enough to look the Oppoſers in the Face; and to put them to prove 
their Accuſations, 1s to put them to ſilence. 

Yet that we may not pay them in their own kind, and ſhoot in their 
Bow, they do not ſhoot at Moderation, bur pelt the niederate Men ; 
oy do not expoſe the Vertue, but the Men that'are denominated 
ront It, *- 

If you would ſee the Effigies which they hang, take a Copy of it 
out of ſome Pieces of Tapeſtry, and Oratorical Painting, and the 
Picture is a Chimera, a Draught of meer Invention and Fancy. Is 
there fuch a Man in the Church ? If there be, tire him with Appari- 
tors, and make ſome real Being of him, ſomething exiſtent, either a 
Conformiſt, or a Nonconformilt. | = 

< We have a fort of Men, who are neither for Liturgy nor Direto 
*ry, Canon nor Covenant, ( ſweet harmoniows Fingle ! ) part Charch- 
© man, and part Schifmarical ; having one Leg for a-Tub, and-ano- 
© ther for the Pulpit ; one Hand ſubſcribing to ſeparate Worſhip, and 
< the other to the-Chrrch of England ; ſach who conformto the Bene- 
© fice, ( not to the Canon )) and, Pop--like, -cancell all their falemn 


© Obligations to the Laws, and give themſelves a Pardon for their 
B 2 * barba- 
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© barbarous Irregularity againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions. Ex 
© animo in. their Subſcriptions, ſignifies Lukewarmneſs and Neutrality ; 
© an unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent, is a deep Hypocriſy ; decently, is 
©a Compliance with a Fattion ;, and xo « T1, according to ode- 
© ration, and (too frequently ) according to Subſcription. — He is 
© your only Man of moderate Principles, whoſe Conſcience is a Com- 
© polition of five precious Ingredients, the Pride of Dzotrephes., the 
© [Intereſt of Demas, the Treachery of Fxda;, the Hypocrity of the 
< Phariſces, and the Diſobedience of Devils. — ( 7 dare not. repriat the 
© reſt.) Theſe.are your bleſſed Epiſcopal Covenanters, Canonical 
© Comprehenders, Clergy-Merchants, and Regular Renegadoes. 
( Now. for ſound-ſake, why not Read me 2 Riddle, or Rattle, rattle, 
rattle?) © — Again, their Religion conſiſts in the Overthrow of 
* Church-Diſcipline and Government ; and their Moderation is a wil- 
© ful Omiſlion .of ;the Rites and Offices of the Church of England. 
The ſame again repeated, pag. 18. Thus ſome Men pourtrayed by 
Rhetorical Oppoſitions, the Creatures of an unhallowed Imagination, 
and I think not to be found, by Mr. Wilt. Gould, preached at a Viſi- 
tation in Exon, dedicated to Biſhop Sp. and for the. goodnefs of it 
twice printed, jor for the badneſs of the Sale, the ſecond. Edition of 
the Ttle-Page put out before it; but whether printed thg ſecond time 
Or no, Concerns the Bookſeller more than any other Man.. - Lwill on, 
ty anſwer what I have tranſcribed, by denying the Accuſation, and 
look upon it as a publick Pulpit-Slander. It is pity ( tho it contains 
fome Threads of Gold,..and Shreds of richer Stuff,) that. a-great deal 
of it was ever. thought of ; or if invented, ever put to, Paper; or 
ſtudied, - that. it,.was, ever: preached ; or preached, that it, was ever 
printed ; or printed, that It was ever ſoldor read, except to bewail 
that any Preacher ſhould ſpeak ſounlike an Oracle of God. If mo- 
derate Men could not contain, they might anger Mr. Goald, and others, . 
by ſhewing; their Hands.and their Legs, ſome not having as. much as 
ene Leg for a Pulpit, &c. But I will not irritate, but wiſh we were 
all Followers of Chriſt, qu fecit quod decuit, as Cyprian ſpeaks. 

There are many others that ſend about their Charatters, to pro- 
voke the Magiſtrate to a Jealouſy of their own Friends ;. and-it is time 
to offer a Vindication, if it will be admitted.. And that I may con- 
tain my ſelf within fome Bounds of Method, I will, 


wy Vindicatethe moderate Clergy and Laity, from. the fanciful AG 
perſions caſt upon them by ſome. 


——_— 
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H. I wil endeavour a true Character of a moderate ConformiR. 


Il. Vindicate him from the Cenſures of: thoſe that are offended 
with hin 


Sect. I. 


T. Having done with Mr. Gould, with little more than a Repcetiti- 
on, I will conſider a Charge againſt us, as formed into a Party, un- 
der a venerable Nick-name of Grindalizers, This Name is imprin- 
ted on us by the Author of the Remarks upon the Growth of Noncon- 
* formity. 1 know not the Author, and can have no pique at him foz 

any private Offence ; I cannot conceal my Wiſhes of him, whoever 
he be ; 1 had rather he ſhould prove to be a Lay-Perſon than a Prea- 
cher, and a Papilſt than a Proteſtant. He may be taken for an Au- 
thor of Readifig and Credit, by ſuch as cannot trace ard detect him. 
He hardleth thoſe Weapons againſt our Dillenters, which the Papilts 
thruſt at the Proteſtants in the former Generation, and which the 
Leaders in our Militant Church have twiſted and wreathed like Bul- 
ruſhes. For inſtance, his Imputations upon Calvin and Beza, are the 
very ſame which. Biſhop B:1jon doth vindicate, in his Anſwer to the 
Jeſuit, ( True Difference between Chriſtian Subjeilion, aud Antichriſtian 
Rebellion, part 3. Þ. 509.) and other of our Proteſtant Fathers. He 
produceth thoſe very Stories againſt the Nonconformiits, which Par- 
ſors the Jeſuit, Sylveſter, Petra ſantta, Barclay, Paraneſis ad Scetos, lib. 
I..C. 3. Philanax Anglicws, ard that cheating Author, called,. The Image 
of both Churches, dedicated to Charles the Firit, when Prince of Wales, 
printed at Tournay, 1623, written ( as *tis ſaid ) by Pateſon. While 
he expoſeth the Nonconformiſt to open Shame, he brings upon the 
Stage what, and the very f2me Things, that the Papilts fathered up- 
on the Proteſtants, and Reformed Churches ; and they are cleared of 
thoſe Forgeries by our eminent Writers: Ard fo the Caſe of the 
Nonconformilts ſo far is vindicated, by Biſhop Bilfea, Morton's Juftifi- 
cation of the Proteſtants from the Charge of Rebellion; in his Fill Sat: ſ- 
fattion concerning a double Romiſh Iniquity 3. by Dr. Andr. Rivet ;, Feſta. 
wapulans; and Du-Moulin. Who ſuiters moſt by theſe Slarders, a 
Party of Dilſenting Proteſtants, or the Proteſtant Reformed Chur- 
ches ? Now whether this Work be more proper. for a Papilt, or a 
Proteſtant, not to ſay a Miniſter of the Church of England, as fome 
fay the Author is, let the Reader judg by his own Words, from, 
pag. 14, tO 17. * A 
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© A ſecond thing that promotes the Intereſt and Increaſe of Sepa- 

© ration, is Grindallizing. By Grindallizers, | mean the Conforming 
© Nonconformilts, or rather ſuch as are Conformiſts 1n their Profeſſi- 
© on, Half-Conformiits in their Pra&ftice. Nonconformiſts in their 
* Judgment, hke the old Gnoſtick Separatilts, which the Apoaltle calls, 
© double-mindcd Men ;, or like the Sinner in Eccl, 2. 13. that looks two 
* manner of ways ; or like the Haven in Creet, As 27.12. that bows 
* and bends to the South, and to the North, to the Church of Erglaznd, 
: and to the Kirk of Scotland, as Intereſt and Opportunity ſhall 

incline. | 

© Theſe are they which down with all Oaths and Subſcriptions re- 

© quired, tho what they ſwallow whole in their Subſcriptions, they 
* mince and mangle in their Practice ; they conform to all ſeemingly, 
© but hypocritically ; mangle the Common-Prayer, handle the Surplice 
- gently, plow ſo cunningly with their Ox and Afs together, carry it 
© ſo cunningly, that they can ſcarce be known, but per modum opini- 
© onts, by their open Compliances with the Enemies of the Church, by 
© their Gallon;ſm in defending the Orders and Ceremonies of the 
* Church, and other Matters of Conformity, which require their pro- 

© portion of Zeal and Reſolution ; by their hearing with patience and 

© unconcernednefſs, the Intereſt, Honour, and Peace of the Church 
© run down by Cwaggering SeCtaries ; by their talking Conformity and 
< Nonconformity, with ſuch compaſſionate and ſerious Jynuend?*s, as 
© may ſufficiently ſignify their favourable opinion of, if not good-will 
© to their Cauſe; by their defending the popular Eleftion of Biſhops ; 
© by ambiguouſly repreſenting the Separation, as if it were no Schiſm 
< by their writing fraudulent Pleas for the Nonconformiſts ; by en- 

* deavouring to acquit the Presbyterians and Independents of the 

©King's Murther ; and 2 ftatu quo, by their Votes in chufing Parlia- 

© ments and Convocations ; by their being 4 ſecretzs with profeſt 

© Nonconformiſts ; Þy7 their ſelf-deſigning Compliances with them; 

© under pretence of Moderation, & ſimilibus : Whereby they con- 

© tribute as much to the encouragement of Diſſenters, as the profeſſed 

© Encouragers themſelves ; like King Charles Presbyterian Murthe- 

© rers, who had the Vilany to manage the Contrivance, but the 

© Cunning to diſappear in the Execution. Theſe Half-Conformiſts 

 *Earethe verieſt Church-Moles, that by their blind Principles, and 
© andermining Practices, contribate little leſs to the Increafe and In- 
© tereſt of Nonconformity, to the danger and diſhonaur of the Church, 
© han the open Eneiny, whether Popith or Peeviih. And of this we 


© have 
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© have frequent Inſtances, particularly in Arch-biſhop Grizdal, whoſe 
© Indulgence to that Party gave them the firſt revival in England, by 
* his conniving at the Half-Conformiſts of Terk-ſhire, by his complying 
© firſt with Beza, in procuring a French Church ſetled in London, on 
* the Geneva-Principle ; and afterwards with thoſe, who upon their 
© return from Geneva, Franck ford, and other Places, ( where they lived 
©quring the Adarian Perſecution ) were preferred in the Church, 
© where they lived for ſome time Half-Conformiſts ; as Cartwright, 
* Miniiter in Warwick, Whittinzham, Dean of Durham , Sampſon, 
« Dean of Chrit-Church, afterwards turned out for Nonconformity.. 
* with great Numbers preferred to Cures in City and Country ; where 
« they were not wanting to prepare the People for ſuch Innovations,. 
* 25 were in after-Times to be brought into the Church, and by the 
< profeſt Noncontorm:ifts. As ſoon as Safety ard Impunity permit- 
* red, they broke out into- open Schifm ; and ſtill when the Laws juſt 
© Severity frighted them, they crept within the Pale of the Church., 
_ © ſeeming to conform, that they might have the Law's Protection to: 
© ſhelter their Contempt of Authority, ard under the Wing of Epiſ- - 
© copacy to breed up their Presbytery. When Arch-bitihop Whrrgift®s 
© Zeal and Induſtry bad reduced them to that, thar in all probabiliry 
< their Ruptures were crumbling to nothing, their then Refuge was,, 
© ( as Beza adviſed in his Letter to Cartwright ) to unite themſelves again 
© r0-the main Body of the Church, there to be nurtured into contempt of 
<the Churches Government, under the Indulgence of its Governors. 
* And of this kind of Hali-Conformiits are thoſe, who at this very- 
© day, by outward Conformity have Opportunity, and by masked 
© Nonconformity want not Will, through fneaking Compliance, to: 
<betray the Church into her Enemies hands, and theinielves ( tho: 
© they know It not ) into the verieſt Contempt and Slavery. So that 
© in this Contemplation we might (as the Church of old did by the 
' *Waters of Babylon ) fit down ard weep when we remember Zion, 
© Zion ( ſaith rhe Prophet ) tearing her ſelf with her own hands 
Gor as the Free in the Apologue, that was rent, and ſplint, and torn. 
© aſunder by Wedges that came out of its own iides. Therefore as 
«we would not hypocritize and dillemble with God and Man ; as we 
& would not be found Churci-Traytors, that have eſpouſed a Cauſe 
« which we are afraid to defend,and aihamed to own ; as we. would not 
be found in Conſpiracy againſt our felves,and in Breach of thoſe ſc= 
<lemn Oaths took at our entrance into the Miniſtry, by a- daſtardly 
© Compliance with our own and the Churches Enemies ;. Let us every: 
« Man to his Tents, O ſrael, with reſolution ard courage in gain= 
-Haying, 
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* ſaying Seducers, in daring to look FaCtion in the face, and oppoſing 
© it, tho never ſo inſolent and domineering ; according to the: advice 
* of Mr. Calvin to Bucer, that he ſhould take care to avoid moderate 
<.Counſels in Matters of Religion, intimating the intenſe Zeal that is 
© required in Miniſters, in order to the Intereſt and Honour of the 
* Church : remembring that of the Wiſe Man, Eccleſ. 2.13. Wo unto 
© them that have a fearful Heart, and to the faint Hands, and to the Sin- 
© ner that goeth two manner of ways. - 
Pag. 51. © That the Grindallizers and Half-Conformiſts threaten 
© little leſs to the danger and diſhonour of the Church, than the open 
© and profeſt Nonconformiſts ; that their great familiarity and intt- 
* macy with, their complying and conniving at, and ( inſtead of zea- 
©lous, prudent oppoſition } their halting and ſneaking to them, is 
© that which cannot but work in People a love and liking to their Per- 
< fons, and their Ways ; and ſo by their Treachery within the Pale, 
© like Moles, undermine the Foundation, when the other, like Wolves 
© and Foxes, can but howl and foam withour, the Mound and Fence 
© of the Church being ſtrong enough againſt them. And that there- 
©fore the Eye of Government had need be watchful over theſe Half- 
© Conformilts, as well as over the profelled Nonconformilts. 


We moderate Conformiſts come, in the ſecond place, as faulty in 
contributing to the Growth of Nonconformity. But who went before 
us In a far greater Guilt ? Who but Archbiſhop Gr:ndal, Queen El:iza- 
beth, King James, yea, King Charles the Firſt ? ſaying, That martyred 
King did meerly comply himſelf into nothing, by his Toleration and Indul- 
gences towards that Party, pag. 8. And goes on to ſhew, that Indul- 
gence and Tolcration gave growth to Nonconformity ; and preſcribed: 
Means to pluck it up again, &c. And then, A ſecond way of adding 
zo its Growth, is Grindalizing. 

Seeing the Gentleman hath ſet his Marking-Iron upon us, we have 
cauſe to thank him for an Honour and Dignity beſtowed on us againſt 
his Will. Gr:izdal was a moſt Reverend Arch-biſhop, and I will not be 
aſhamed to wear the Letters of his Name upon my Coat, tho my Coat 
were made of Silk; and I hope it would b2 not the leſs Canonical, I 


am ſure not the leſs holy, for Griadals Name. But whether this be 


more to that excellent Man's Diſtonour, or to our Honour, was not 
fo well coniidered of by the Impoſer of it. 

Grinaalizer is the Badg and Cognizance, but what 1s the Coat ? He: 
makes us a Coat of very Rags, and the Sleeves and parts of it do nor 
bang together by any coherent Pin or Point ; 1t is a looſe Coat, made 


up 
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up- of Pieces of Wit and Nonſence, ſome taken from under the Stall, 
ſome from the Nunghill. He ſers us out by many rare Qualities,which 
dit about us as exa&tly,as if thrown on us with a Fork. 1 =_ a mode- 
rate Man may be moderately merry, and therefore there being more 
of ſpiteful Raillery, than Logick or Coherence, in the Deſcription of 
Grmndalizers, Pl conform a while to the humor of the Man, and 
talk a little idly and loofly too; and I entreat the Reader to be merry 
with us, and lay aſide the Sourneſs of an Artiſt in Grammar, Logick, 
Rhetorick. . | 

By Grindalizers 1 mean the Conforming Nonconformiſts, or rather, &c. 
A molt clear and ingenious Entrance, to explain what he means by 
the Name ! But there is quid nominss, and quid rei: If he give the 
quid nomints, then Grindalizer ſignifies in plain Engliſh a Conforming 
Noncenformiſt. Againſt the next Edition of the Signification of Words, 
let this Author be conſulted. If the quid res, heres a Queſtion ſtarts 
up pertly, Whether Arch-biſhop Grimdal was a Conforming Noncon- 
formiſt, &c. like the old Gnoſtick Separatiſt ? &c. Or whether the 
Nonconformiſts be ſuch as Grindal was ? (1 do not mean Arch-Biſhops 
as he was, but ſuch Conformiſts as he was.) If either he was not 
like us, or we like him, then Harp and Harrow agree as well as Griz- 
dal and Grindalizers, But perhaps the Learned Author intended not 

a Logical Deſcription of a Grindalizer, but a Poetical and Fabulous. 
And this 1 rather think, -becauſe of the Similitudes, by his Like the old 
Gnoſtich Separatiſt ; or, like the Sinner ; or, like the Haven of Creet. 
Now if a Man may be ſo bold as to look into the Month of this De- 
ſcription, here's a Set of Teeth in it, but very broken and rotten. 
He bites the Grindal:zers on one ſide of his Mouth, but it ſlips like 
Brawn from between them on that ſide ; he bites it with the other, 
and it ſhews him a ſlippery Trick on that ſide, he cannot faſten- upon 
him there neither. A Gr:zdalizer is like ſomething which he never 
ſaw, but like what he doth not know. — He compares a Grindalizer 
to the Title of the Book of pious and worthy Mr. Cheney, the Con- 

forming Nonconformiſt : Sometimes, if a Man may guels, as it were, 

to Men that make a Figure of a Half-Moon in the Church, ſuch a 
Face is the Face of a Half-Conformiſt : Sometimes to a very Haven ; 
ſometimes to a Plowman, with his Ox and his Aſs. But upon bet- 

ter ſtudy, I ſee he is more accurate than a Man would expetct. Here's a 

full Deſcription of Something. Here*s a Conforming Nonconformilt 

deſcribed, by his Profeſſion a whole Conformiſt ;, as if a Man | would 

take a C and a C, and turn them face to face, they will 'make' a 

round O : Deſcribed, ſecondly, by their Praftice, and then the O is 

C flit 
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ſlit as it were in two, and there is left but C for a Half-Conformiſt. 

T hirdly, bedeſcribes him by his Judgment, and dilleQs his very Soul : 

He is. a Nowcouformift in Judgment, FM the old Gnoftick, Separatiſts. If 
he had called us by another Name, and not by a Name of Sanctity and 
Reverence, as the Name of Grizdal is, E had not been ſo moved to 
tell bim, this is like that Inhumanity of the Papiſts, to rake into the 
Aſhes of Venerable Grizda/,and worſe, and make Dirt of his Athesto- 
beſpatter us with his Memory, and to ſhovel up the Dirt of the filthy 

Gnolticks, called Borborite from their Filthinets, upon the Grave of 
that holy Man, and upon our Holy Profeſſion. If this Dirt were Tike 
to ſtick, I would wipe it off. I paſs it over. But what a monſtrous 
Fancy hath the Man | A Half-Conformilt is deſcribed by his 1nlide, 
as having two Souls; ſo-the Gnoſticks held that Man had : Second- 
Iy, by his Eyes, looking two manner of ways: Thirdly, by his. 
Legs,bending like the Haven of Creer,to two contrary Quirters of the 
World. This great Wit, not having Compariſons at hand, travels 
2 great way to tetch one, and talks like a Man of Creer, ( who 3re al- 
ways Liars, as ſaid their own Poet.) But this is but an imperfe& 

Piece, for all his pains. Let us borrow Hands and Legs from 

Mr. Gould, and then take this Half-Conformiſt within and without, 
from head to foot. A Half-Conformaſt hath two Souls, like the Gno- 
{ticks, but one Body ;, obſerve that: Two Eyes, or two Pair ; but 
how placed, whether all in his Face, or one in his Neck, he deth not. 
telius : Two Hands, to ſubſcribe two manner of ways :. Two Legs, 

one for a Tub, another for a Pulpit ;, one to bend tothe: North, the 

other to the South; .. And if- a Man would know how. this Half-Con- 

fortniſt bends and bows, 1t:1s. for all the World like: the Haven of 
Creet. | But if a Man may be. ſo bold as to examine the Compariſon, 
and ftay at the Haven, he might have left out the Compariſon. He 

quotes Scripture, AZ&s 27. 12. where we read of a Haven in Creer, 
which lies towards the South-Welt, and the North-Weſt ; the Word 
x, 6A, tranſlated in Engliſh, that lieth towards, or looking to- 

wards the: South-Weſt, and the ,North-Weſt, Well, but, what is 

that to- us, which way the Haven bends or bows? Yes it bs, for it 

ſhews us how we bow;aMan may fee it in the Haven,as in an Emblem, 
orin a Glaſs, asit were. Now who would take the Haven of Cree 
for the Emblem of a Grindalizer ? ; As. it bows, juſt ſo do we,. to 
the Church of England, and tothe Kirk of -Scatlazd, as Intereſt and 

Opportunity ſkall incline. Now to ſpeak, if a Man can ſpeak ſeri- 
-onfly, we may bow as well towards Jreland, if we bow to the. South- 
Weſt or North-Weſt, as. the Haven of Creer doth, as well as towards 
; Scotland, 
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| Scotland, if Intereſt and Opportunity incline. ' But I cannot goalong, 
but Qneſtions'mterrupt ;3 well, Queltion, what have you 'to ſay ? 
why this: May not a Man bow towards Scotland, and be a good 
Church-man ? And doth not the Kirk come to Church, and bow as 
formally to the South, as if it were towards the riling Sun ? But to 
leave off this Bowing, by the Points to which he faith we bow, and 
becauſe he and we do not bow one way, let him divide the Points, and 
take-two to himſelf, as he aſſigns two. to us : To us, the South and 
North ; to himſelf, the Eaſt and Weſt : The Eaſt, becauſe both 
£0 the Altar and the riling Sun with one Bow, and the ſame Labour 
and Devotion; and if Intereſt and Opportunity incline, bow to 
St. Peter*s Chair, and Church in the Weſt. We thank him for obſer- 
ving our Inclinations to the South, becauſe the Church of England js 
there ; to the Kirk, becauſe the Proteſtant Religion is there : [An 
whether ever we bow to the Eaſt, which was idolatrous in the Per/i- 
ans, Wwe will fo far bow, or rather look towards the Weſt, as the 
Ethiopians do, when in their Baptiſm they renounce the Deyll. 

We have ſtaid long enough in the Haven, let us now launch out in- 
to the open Sea of his Diſcourſe, and wiſh a ſafe Paſlage, for indeed 
the Water 1s very ſhallow. | | 

Theſe are they ( ſaith he ) which down with Oaths, &c. No Sir, not 
down with all Oaths ; Oaths to the Pope will riot down, nor of Ca- 
nonical Obedience to Itaisar Biſhops, or any like them, nor Subſcrip- 
tions tothe Trem-Council. I hope, Sir, we have ſwallowed none-yet 
but what you think ſafe and wholeſom : and I beſeech you, moſt can- 
did and charitable Sir, be pleaſed to give me leaveto ask you, Whe- 
ther we ſwallow firlt, and mince afterwards ? or do we mince firſt, 
and ſwallow afterwards? We ſwallow all whole, ſay you, in Sub- 
ſcriptions; All what ? All Oaths and Subſcriptions. By what Hocws 
Pocws, | pray, ſwallow all whole in Subſcriptions? what our 
Hands, Pen, Ink, Paper ? what all whole, without dividing Letters, 
Syllables, Words, Scntences ? You ſay, we conform to all ſeemingly, 
but hypecritically : Now really, forgetful Sir, if we conform to all 
ſeemingly, we conform to all viſibly and apparently ; and if we down 
with all that is required, and conform to all femingy what's the | 
reaſon why you call us Half-Conformiſts, and but half ? Becauſe we 


conform to all ſeemingly, but hypocritically ? If we'do all ſeemingly, 
how do you know it is hypocritically ? But now, Mr. Acuteneſs, if 
femingly be no more than hypocritically, why haye you made an op- 
poſition between them by your Bar ? If they are oppoſite, then ſee- 
mingly 4s as much.as really, and if I may fo ſpeak, outwardly ſincere s 
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and fo it muſt be, or elſe your But is no Adverſative. Seemingly is 
ſufficiently for the cognizance of your Court. We mangle the Com- 
mon-Prayer, &c. Then firſt, we do not mince it : We mangle ! let 
all Men judg who are the greateſt Manglers, you or we : We read 
all entirely, except the Peoples Part; you read FYerite, Tc Den, and 
the Pſalms by. parts ; you take one Verſe, or a piece of an entire Sen- 
tence, and the Clark, and a few Men and Women, and Children, 
take the other, and ſhare it among themſelves, hindring the reſt of 
the Congregation, eſpectzily them who cannot read, or go along with 
them, from edifying by a diſtinCt ard audible reading of them. This 
is a ptain Diſorder in many Congregations, and therefore to be for- 
born. We read entirely ;, and you, and perhaps a few in ſome great 
Congrepations, go away with a Wing or Leg of a Seritence z which 
is likeſt mangling ? | 
We handle the Swrplice gently, fay you : Is that a Fault ? How 
fhould it be handled, if not gently ? what, rudely, courſely ? what, 
Carter-like ! like Canvaſs or Fuſtian ? The Surplice is a tender, 
-gentle Thing, and it muſt be handled according to its Nature and Uſe. 
K it be clean, it muſt be gently touched, that it way not be defiled; 
if it be foul;that it may not defile. Once I was forced gently to lay by 
a naſty mouldy Surplice, whick made me fickiſh and i; a Surplice 
wall'd with Zincolnſhire Soap, dried at a Turf-Fire, laid up in a 
mouldy Cheſt, and ſtrewed with Mice-T—, inſtead of Lavender- 
Flowers, very grateful to the Noſe, and comfortable for the Head. 
Gently handled ! Is that a Fault ? It ſhonld be ſo, for the ſignification 
of it,, which is Authority and Pleaſure : It is made of fine Cloth, 
gentle Holland, or Scotch-cloth, and muſt laſt long z to handle it 
gently, is to handle it reſpectfully. But pray, Sir, how do you 
handle it ? As ſome of our Brethren do, who have altered the faſhion 
of it, from being whole before, to be open before, and button'd at 
the Collar, in the faſhion of a Morning-Gown, turning it from a cloſe 
- Garment, into an Eccleſiaſtical Manta. And what doth that ſignify, 
but that it hangs looſe upon your Brethrens Shoulders, and that it is 
to be laid aſide ? Yet that it ſhould be thus, is not only convenient, 
' but in fome degree neceſſary; for elſe a Brother of the whole Head, 
in the mode of a long, decent, faſhionable Perriwig, may, in pulling it 
-over his Head, plnck off his Wig, and ſhew the Indecenc;7 of a bald, 
or a ſhayen Crown to his Congregation. Such Accidents have hap- 
ned.- It is true, that you great Men, that have Ten-Pound Men 
under you, as Mr. G. calls them, and the Conveniency of Veſtries, 
may avoid that-danger ofa bald Diſcoyery ; but where there is _ 
EILNET 
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-either the Surplice muſt open to the right and left, to make way for 
the faſhionable Head ; or the Head gently come out of the ſame Neck- 
hole it crept in at. And yet to continue a gentle Diſcourſe upon 
this ſoft Place, give me leave to addreſs to you by way of Conference. 
!f you and I ſhould diſcourſe the Commadity of a Periwig, and the 
' Decency of the Alb, I grant, you may diſcourſe with a Mouth full of 
many Reaſons for the Cap of Hair : We can produce. nothiog; for 
the one, but what is old ; but for the other, there are many Fopicks 
pretty full of Arguments: As, 1. The Wig 1s good for Health, it 
may be,made cool for Sunmier, it is warm in Winter ; it makes a Man 
look young, when he is old ; it 15 unlike the old Puritan and Preſ- 
byterian-faſhion, of wrought Caps, of double Caps, of black upon 
white, &c. ard beſides all this4t being ſo much in faſhion,a Man looks 
ſomething indecent without it : It promotes a new Trade of Hair, 
( Hair and Wit being great Commodities in our Days,. and look how 
much. the Hairy Cap corducerh to the ſervice of the Head, ſo much 
it conduceth to the growth of Wit.) If a Man have a mind to hide 
his Head, it doth it, and ſo it gives a Man a kindof Prote:tion : If a 
Maſſacre ſhould happen, ( quod avertat Dew) our Enemies way kill 
their Friends, and miſs their Enemies. And laſtly, if Intereſt and 
Opportunity ſhall incline, a Man may throw off his Wig, and wear 
his Hair, ard for a time be as little known without it, as he was be-- 
fore with it. But what can be faid for the old-faſhiond Garment ? If 
Decency, the Periwig is decent alſo ; it is hot in Summer, it is cold in 
Winter ; it ts chargeable to: the Pariſh, not very profitable to-the 
Common z one gently handled will ſerve an Age .: It ſaves no Man 
Clothes ; and there is no ſuch need of hiding: our Garments at the 
Pariſh-Charge, as there was when it had its Name of Super-pellicium, 
becauſe worn over Garments made of the Skins of dead Beaſts, as 
Durandus writes in his Rationale, lib. 3.. And faith-he,. Jt is nſed ſtill in- 
fome Churches, to repreſent Adam cloathed in Leather Garments, And; 
it would be noted, that Durazd ſaith, ſuper tunicas de pellibus mor- 
tuorum anmalium fattas induebantur :- That they did. not wear. them. 
over their Leather Garments, made of the Skins of live Beaſts, but 
dead ; and gives us this for a Rationale, becauſe the Beaſts wore their 

own Skins as long as they were alive. 

But, Sir, toconciude, having gently handled this Point long e-- 
nough, I ask you, What think you ? when we wear the Surplice, do- 
we wear it ſeemingly ? if ſeemingly, whether we do not wear.it re-- 
ally ? if really, whether hypocritically ? 
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And now let us. put off the Surplice, and ſee-how cunningly we 
plow with our Ox, and our Aſs. What4 with the Ox and Aſs in the 
1ame Yoak? What if the Ox be taller than the Aſs? Why then if 
we cannot put them into the ſame Yoke, plow with them, as the old 
Iriſh were wont to do,tie them by their Tails. But pray, Sir, how do 
you uſe to plow in your Country ? with what Aſs, and whoſe Heifer ? 
We in the Country of Moderation plow with Oxen altogether, and 
hold the Plow our ſelves, threſh out our own Corn, winnow it clean, 
and ſow our Land with clean Seed, and pray for a good Harvelt : 
Ard this we do fincerely, with our whole Soul, and ſeemingly too, 
becauſe apparently. An Aſs may ſerve to carry an honeſt Prophet 
a ſhort Journey, bat having no need of Aſſes for the Plow, we would 
accommodate you with them, if we thought you had not enow of 
Them. | 

We are ſcarce known but. per modum opimionss ;, we plow cunningly, 
and carry it-cunningly, yet as cunning as we are, you are more cun- 
ning, ever to find vs out per one z79dum or other : And for all our 
Cunning, youdeclare how we may be known : 

x. Per medum —_— | 

2. Per modum of open Compliances with the Enemies. Now here 
we fail in our Cunning, that we carry it openly. - #32520 

3. Per modum of Galloniſm. You tell ns what you mean by Gallis- 
#iſm, and [tell you, that when we come into the Place of Galliog.to 
be Deputies, we will take care that there be no {nſurreftions againſt 
Paul ;, and if any Softhenes bz beaten, he ſhall be heard and vindica- 
ted : But weare almoſt all laid aſide, and if. Paul and Soſthenes, we 
cannot help them. When the proportion of Zeal is ſtated due to 
Ceremonies, we will be juſt, and pay it to an hair ; buc we cannot 
rail for Ceremonies, nor divide the Church for them, nor raiſe a War 
far them, nor caſt our Brethren into Priſons for them, -nor die-Mar- 
tyrs for them, | 

4. Weare known, by our hearins with patience the Intereſt, Henoar, 
411d Peace of the Church run down by ſwaggering Sebt aries. - Sir, is this 
an Indictmert, or an Accuſation againit us ? If it bz, we ask, 
Will you ſwear to the Truth of it ? or wiil you pawn your Yerbum 
Sacerd;tis upon it? Were you ever a Witneſs of our Patience, &c, 
n this Caſe ? or can you produce Witnefles of it ? If you can, in- 
form againſt particular Perſons ; if not, we know upon what foot to 
charge this Account of us. As cunning as we are, we will not con- 
ceal, that we can diſtinguiſh between the true and real Intereſt of the 
Church, and the privote intereſt of ſore particular Men; we can 
diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh between the Honour of the Church, and the Humor of 
ſome who honour themſelves with the Stite and Title of the Church. 
We can with patience hear or read what Diſſenters have to ſay, and 
think Swaggering on either ſide is not the way to defend or over- 
come. We are heartly concerned for the gy, <A Church, 
which we ſeek by Moderation, by qualifying Heats, taking away 
all Matters of. Contention, if it were in our Power. We think 
the Peace too great and preciousa Thing to be hung and ventured up- 
on Goats-hair,or any Cobweb-Devices ſpun out of ſome Mens Brains, 
or hung at the rotten Girdle of the Superſtitious. We are for Peace 
upon Catholick Terms, of our Lord?s making, and- not private Ar- 
ticles of dogmatizing, proud, or melancholy Men.. Dzotrephes knows 
we concur not with him. We are careful to maintain the juſt Bounds 
of Authority, and if ever we fit upon, we will with. patience bear 
all juſt Claims to Liberty. We would not lay the Vineyard waſte, 
nor open, nor encloſe it with a Thorn Hedg, to make a Separation, 
or exclude any that have good Right to inter-commune with us. We 
are for following Peace with all Men, and for parting with all that may 
well be ſpared, for precious Peace, which 1s of greater worth and 
yertue. We are ſo earneſt to maintain the Civil Peace, that we are 
you: at the unkind remembrance of our unnatural Wars, except 
or Caution, or-Humiliation ; and had rather fit cold in our Studies, 
than inflame our Auditors into blind Paſlion and Fury, or hope ta 
warm our ſelves in Preferments, by temporizing Declamations. _ If 
at any time we hear SeCtaries ſwagger,as you call it, we rebuke them: 
| We ought with weight of Reaſon and Divinity to humble ſuch, with 
Meekneſs to inſtrutt and ſatisfy the Doubting ; to be fearful to offend 
the Weak, and judg them, and heartily to wiſh them Soundneſs of 
Judgment, to direct honeſt and tender Aﬀections. We would gladly 
gain and ſave them, and become one,, and carry it to the worlt- of 
them, as St. Auguſtin, whom you quote, did to the Auguſtares.. 
| 5. You ſay, We areknown by our talking, Fc. If: we talk thus, 

then we are known more perfectly than per modum Opinions. Sir, we 
endeayour to ſpeak of Conformity, and Nonconformity, &c.. accor- 
ding to the true ſtate of the Queſtions : and-if Compaſlion and Seri- 
ouſneſs be our Faults, we gueſs what you account Vertues,, by ſuch 
Innuendo's as theſe. For popular Elections of Biſhops ; we know a 
difference between the EkCtion of the People,and the Conſent of the 
People, and refer our ſelves to St. Cyprian, St. Auguſtin, and to Ter- 
tullian, &c. But as long as we ſubmurt' to an Epiſcopacy, as choſen 
among us, it is ſufficient, tho we may have ditterent Opinions : Aud 
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this particular is caſt in, (tell-true if it'be not) to flatter your Patron, 
for an additional Corps, if you are a Church-man. And as for the 
Notion of Schiſm, we conſent to the Notion of the Church, Car. g. 
and Proteftant ſolid Writers. | 

\ 6. A fixth way whereby the Grendalizers contribute to Nonconfor- 
rity, is by their writing fraudulent Pleas for them, Their writing ! 
how many of them wrote the Pleas ? Were they written by a Club, 
or an Aſſociation ? I know ſome who had no hand in them. But why 
fraudulent ? Either becauſe of a mind to deceive, which you cannor 
know, nor bring to your Viſitation ? or becauſe of the fallacious Ma- 
nagement of them ? If they plead Things unpleadable, then ſhew 
them no Kindneſs ;. if things pleadable, they ſhew their Mode- 
ration, and a deſire of Union and Reconciliation of the Difference. 
And let itbe conſider®d, the time when ſome of the Pleas were prin- 
ted, even then' Union and Moderation were coming into Faſhion, 1 
mean, when the Horſe of Commons ordered a Bill to be brought in for 
Union of Proteſtants, and for taking away ſome Penal Laws. 

7. *By endeavouring t0 acquit-the Presbyterians and Independents 

* of the King's Murder. To this we ſay in ſhort, We know no Man 
who ever endeavoured to acquit any kind of Men from that ever to be 
lamented Murder, that-ever imagined, thought, ſpoke, or acted the 
jeaſt in it, or towards it. And for youto make a Party, and call them 
Grindatzers, and charge the wholeParty with this, and other things, 
according to your fancy, is, to abuſe your faculty of writing, and 
turn it into an angry impertinent ſcribble. If you will know us, aad 
believe us, you may know ns by our hearty wiſhing, that the At of 
indemppity, wonld ao prove an Act of. Oblivion, and that none 
that ever were called Chr Mans,had at any.timeſinnd againſt the 1 3th 
fo the þ ny Were tt poflible for us, we hid rather acquit the 
Romanifts of the Do&rine and. PraCtices:of Rebellion, than charge 
them with it : and do heartily wiſh there may never be again ſuch oc- 
tafion or-reaſon for an-At of Grace to any. Proteſtants, either at 
home or abroad, as there was for ours.- If you will 'not believe us, 
we cannothelp your ufibelief,, but do again ſay, We do condemn the 
Criminals, as,” all ſach were who promoted'that horrid Fact, though 
in the remoteſt Circumſtances ; but let not all be blamed for ſom: : at 
that rate the ſacred Office of Apoſtleſhip ſhall be arraigned as guilty, 
becauſe Fadas was a Traitor, and Dems an Apoſtate. 

"8. (So1 divide your Semi-calons) In ſtars quo, &:c. We ſay we are 
for Petſons of unſtained Loyalty, of greateſt Eftates, and conſequently 
of Randing latereftin the Publick Good, and above the — 
led y 
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of Penſions of, Honours; of. Wiſdom fuitable to; their 'Places'; of: | 
Experience,: Courage, and Conſcience, that valne. Religion above 
their Lives and Fortunes. L " £15119 | 
-+If we had our choice of Convocation-Men,: we-would chuſe Men 
fincere: in-Faith, conſpicuons for Holineſs of Converſation, ſound 
Learning, who place their Hopes, Intereſt and Treafure in Heaven; 
who preach Chrift, - the Doctrine according to Godlineſs ; who take. 
heed to themſelves and to-the Doctrine, to ſave themſelves, and them 
that hear them ; who preach not themſelyes, but-:Chriſt, ſeek nar. 
their own, but the Things of Chriſt. - And if I-may .in ſo ſerious a. 
Point, mix your Fancy.that bend and bow nor, like the Havenof Creer, 
to either South or N orth,Eaſt or. Weſt, for Dignities or Preferments 


' he would have Men'that maintain Foundations; other than which no. 


Man. can lay; that lay-the Churche?s- Peace and Union upon theſe 
Foundations, of one Faith, one Baptiſm, &c. and not . upon Wiresz 
and Pins, and: Laces, and ſuch Formatlities.. - / 1 5.5 boy 
9. Theninth Mark of a Grizdalizer, according to my Diviiion, 1s,; 
their being 4 ſecretis, &c, There 13a great cauſe to think this Author 1 
doth reflett upon the Debates 'of ſome of our great Divines, . who, 
have chriſtianly joined honeſt Hearts to wiſe Heads to claſe up our 
Breaches. But what doth the Author do by this Innnendo, -but diſco-+ 
ver-:his own ſchiſmatical Nature, -againtt all _ Conſultation - with: 
Nonconformilts for Peace and-Commynion. But how are they 4 ſe-; 
cretis ? How doth he know it ? - Was his Soul ever with them? © By 
what per modum doth he know the ſecret Counſels ? per modum Viſm- 
nis? ſumplices Intelligentie ? Suſpicion ? Revelations ? or per moaum 
Obſervitoris ? Or how come you to know theſe cloſe Cabals ? Speak: 
your own Knowleds,or upon certain Information 4 Have any of them: 
blabÞd any thing; to you ? or told you all; under an :Qbligation of 
Secrecy, | which you keep by printing it ? {Up what Chimney, did» 
you creep ? behind what Curtain ?. under what Bed ? thorow what: 
Hole did you hear'the Conſultation ? Have you intercepted Letters 2: 
broken open Seals, and-diſcovered us ?-/ Str, we can ſee into the bat- 
com-of:your Inclination;; no doubt but:you'would ſuggett the :Non-: 
e6hformiſts- to be bis! with Evil Parpoſes agamft' Church iand State: 
and that we are inwith them ;we can englt{h your 4 /zcretis to be fo; 
but we will anſwer to any charge againſt uz of any evil Conſpiracy at 
any time. a .1 |  * WORLVLU 2332) 1; 192174 
i 10, By their Self-defiening, &c. Sir, Moderation 1s the Temper we 
would attain'to; it't the Duty we ſtudy, andour fiecere Exer- 


- ciſe, andF#not Pretence. ; But-whart areour SelfE-devgns by Moderation 
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and fimilibus ? Do we deſign to make Nonconforming Arch-biſhops 
and Biſhops, and hope. to be their Sons in Law, ther Chaplains, 
-or to riſe with them ? You faid we plowed cunnipgly, carried it 
cunningly ; but now it is not as much as ſemingly cunning ;. we have 
nbt as much as one Ox in our Team, but all Aſſes ; if this: be our 
Defign,we ſhew.our ſelves to be half-witted as well asHalf-Conformilts; 
by this ſelf-deſigning, were we ſelf-deſigning-Men, we would write 
as you do; we underſtand the way ont, but you know and take it. 
And becauſe Similitudes do illuſtrate, he compares us to King Chark?s 
Maurderers, &c. ' You know'you dare not name one Man. alive, of 
thoſe youicall Grindalizers, for it will bear an Action too heavy for 
your Shoulders. We had been ſorry, if the Papiſts had done ſuch a 
FaCt- open-faced, more ſorry that any Engliſh-man, under. any De- 
nomination whatſoever, did contribute a Word to it, or think. a 
Thought of it. And we are deſirous to acquit all that can be acquit-. 
ted from ſo ſcarlet a Sin and no more. Who were in the Contrivance 
and Execution, who diſappeared, and who appeared, was beſt. known 
to his Gracious Majeſty, Privy Council, Parliament, and Honourable: 
Court that. ſat at Hicky's Hall, upon the Trial of the -Regicides, 
O&ob. 1660. And according to the degrees of Guilt, we find ſome 
excepted, and ſome proſecuted, condemned, and executed; and if 
there had been but One, that One had been too many. And it would 
well become us to be as tender of Mens Hononr, -as our merciful 
King, and wiſe and juſt Judges, were. of the Lives, Fortunes, and 
Honour of Offenders. If there be any ſence in this Paragraph, the 
ſence of this ſhort cut-throat Sentence would be this, if there be any 
- thing in it beſide flander upon ſlander, malice upon malice, to make 
the odious Compariſon perfect ; r. The Diſſenters are without di- 
ſtin&ion, Presbyterian. 2. All the Diſſenters are Presbyterian Regi- 
cides, or like them. 3. There are ſome that contribute to the en- 
couragement of theſe Diſlenters, and others are profeſs?d encoura- 
gers of them. 4. Either one or þoth of theſe, are like thoſe. Pref- 
byterian Murderers of King Charles. 5. Thoſe had the villany to 
manage the Contrivance, but the cunning to diſappear in the Exe= 
cution. The Apodofis or reddition of this Compariſon, ſhould be. 
ſome ſuch thing as this. 1. The Grindalizers do either contribnte to 
the encouragement, or are profeſs'd encouragers of theſe diſloyal ill- 
principled Diſſenters : But how ? By their eration & ſomilibus. 
But, pray Sir, in what capacity do we Church-Moles contribute. to 
their ape ng In the capacity of Church-Moles in black 
Coats, or in ſome other colour ? ln the capacity of Subwrrancous 
Moles, 
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Moles, tlirowing up Mole-hills for the Diſſeurers to build Garriſons, 
Forts, and Caſtles upon, or at leaſt to build Meeting-places upon ? 
2. Theſe Grmndalizers have only the villany to manage- the Con- 
trivance: But, good Sir, of what ? To diſappear in the Exe- 
cution ;, but ſtill, Sir, of what? Is it left to the Reader?s under- 
ſtanding, and charity, to make what he pleaſes of it? Now here's 
cunning and no cunning in the Church-Moles ; cunning to diſappear, 
and no cunning in diſappearing ; for the cunning would be not to ap- 
r at all, = then they ml not diſappear : but to diſappear, and 
tor this quick-ſighted Friend to ſee them diſappear, is too open a 
diſappearance. The Compariſon is lame : but what is wanting in 
the Square of the Compariſon, is made perfect by his great love and 
kindneſs to us. But, Sir, for all love, be pleaſed to diſcoyer the 
Contrivance, and then to follow the Diſappearing, till you make it 
to appear. And further.cither you know the Contrivance,or do not 
know it ? if you do,and have been a falſe Contriver with us,be honeſt 
and ſpare not'; if you have not, let the Reader make his Conſequence. 
' Either you know the Encouragers, or the Contrivers, or do not 
know them ? If yon know them, tell ; if you do not know them, 
keep ſilence hereafter. We Moles have Noſes though we have no 
Eyes; we ſmell your rank Uncharitableneſs, though we cannot ſee 
your Art : but we never yet did ſmell thoſe Foxes that you pretend 
to unkennel ;. and ſoin one refpe&t we have neither Eyes nor Noſes 
lke yours : and we hope wwe ſhall make better uſe of ſuch Senſes we 
have, than you have done. But whether your Compariſons hit or 
miſs, {mite or ſmite not, be ſure to beat out this Concluſion, That 
there are. no Villains, much more villanous, than the new Sect of 
Grindalizers, that*s the ſcope of all your wag ng But, Sir, if a 
Man were to thatch a Houſe, if he lay on, like a Thatcher, - too 
great a Burden, the Timber will fail him, and either down comes 
© Thatch upon the Thatcher, or the Thatcher upon his Thatch : Even 
ſoif a Man lay on great and heavy Compariſons upon crazy or rot- 
ten Spars and Timber, down eones the Compariſons, and the maker 
of them. Build with better Timber, before you venture to thatch 
and cover your Building with Compariſons. 

If all theſe Lines were Non-ſence,wecould laugh at his Childiſhnefs; 
but containing Slander, Jealouſy, and Malignity, we will pray tobe 
deliver*d from ſuch Men, and wiſh him a better Mind. After a long-. 
winded draught of Poiſon, yomited upon us,he takesbreath in a ſhorter 
Sentence ; whercin we are dignified and diſtinguiſtd with other 
Names, and repreſented as little _ than popiſh or peeviſh ; = 

2 what 
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what ſhould the Scope of this Period be,ybut that Mole-catchers; and 
Mole-Traps be provided for us? We thank him however for his great 
care of the Church, whatever become -of:us- - But.Il-goon, Ard of 
this, &c. - Now what ſhould be the Subſtantive to-this Article chzs, -15 
hard for us blind Moles to fied. Tt ſhould:be ſame \Vord or Sentence 
ſupplying the place of a Subſtantive of the ſingular Number, but half. 
Conformilts, Church-Moles, blicd Principles, undermining Practices, 
the plural Number ; nor contribute, a-Verb, cannot agree with it : 
What then ? what ſhall it be ? Nonconformity, Danger, Diſhonour; 
open Enemy, or what ſhould. be the Subſtantive, or Antecedent 'to 
the Article or Demonſtrative, | Thi ? ' But we-will not ſtand upor 
This, but folow him through his Hiſtory, as a Mole-catcher doth his 
Mole. And refer all he hath faid ; © ; >-i? 


1. Tohis Matters of Tale-teliing, inſtead of Hiſtory. 

- _ .z. To his Application. OS al PLOT HOY 7 

T. Ard in this oppoſe Truth to his Falſhood. Altho we are not 
baptized in the Name of moſt Reverend Grindal ; we honour his 
Name and Memory, and take this true account of him: Had King 
Edward the ſixth lived, he had bzen Biſhop of Londor-upon the 
Tranſlation of Biſhop Rzd/cey to Durham. He was a. Confeltor in 
Queen Mary's Reign 3 he was a Diſputant for his Religionin the be- 
ginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, and: promoted by her” firſt' ro 
London, thento the Arch-biſhoprick of York, and thence to Canter- 
bury; he was a right, famous, and worthy Prelate ; his care was 
great to further the Glory of God; but through envy. of -llwillers, 
his Power was but ſmall ;- his Place was high, but himſelf: made "low 
by ſome Diſgrace by Potent Adverſaries, which "he mertkly and- pa- 
tiently endured to his dying day. (Mark) during” the ſpace of this 
Man's Troubles, Jeſuits flocked into the Kingdom, and the Faction 
at home grew bold. This 1s the Teſtimony which. is given him by 
Mr. Tho. Rogers Preface to his: Expofition' of the Articles to. Arch- 
biſhop Bazcrefe : How Grzndal contributed you ſee by: this Teſtimony. 
Hear Mr.Cambder's Charatter and Report of him; Edmundii' Grin- 
dallus Vir pius & gravs. He flouriſhed a good while in' the Queen's 
Favour,until he fell quite ont of it by cunning undermining Arts, as if 
he favoured the Canventicles, and Propheſyings of turbulent Mini- 
ſters, but indeed, the true Cauſe was, becanſe he condemned the'un- 
lawful Marriage of 7ulms:'an Italian Phyſician with another Mains 
Wife, the Earl of Lezcefter vainly labouring to the contrary : 
Camb. Ann. 1583. What thoſe Propheſyings were, apd whatan'ex- 
| cellert 
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cellent 'Mind he hal, may be ſeen in his long and good Epiſtle to 
Queen Elizabeth, in Fuller's Church Hiſtory : Alfo you may ſee in 
what Honour he ſtood in the Minds of the Fathers and Clergy of the 
Church of England, by a Letter written by Toby Mathew afterwards 
Arch-biſhop ot Tork,, in the Name of both Houſes of Convocation 
ro the Queen, humbly beſeeching the Reſtauration of the Arch-biſhop. 
Bur had thoſe Biſhops and Members of that Convocation known as 
much as the Author of theſe Remarks, or cared as much as he doth 
for the Danger and Honour of the Church, they hzd not written 
on his behalf certainly. Grindal had ſuch an Eſtimation of Biſhop 
Whitgift,then in the time of his Troubles,that he with other great Men 
were deſirous of his Promotion to Canterbury, and Grindal would be 
content with a Penſion, but Arch-biſhop Whzrg#ft utterly refuſed ſo to 
do; Sir George Paul in the Life of Arch-bithop Whrrgift, p. 26. See 
now how the whole Convocation by their Letter, and Whztgife by 
his refufal,did contribute to the Indulgence, by deliring the Reſtaura- 
tion and Continuance of Grizdal in his Place; and for all I ſee, if 
Grindalizers do no worle than Gr:indal, the Church may be ſafe e- 
nough. Ay, but this Remarker ſees more into the ways of the Church- 
Moles, than they themſelves do; and more into the Church-ſtory 
of thoſe times, than we do. Grizdal*s fault was, firlt in complying 
with Beza in procuring the Settlement of the French Church in Longer. 
Where note; if it was a fault to admit a Church on the Geneva Prin- 
ciple, is it not a Grindalizing in our Arch-biſhops and Biſhops to 
ſuffer it now ? Here*s Charity to reformed Proteſtants! 2. In com- 
plying with the Proteſtants that returned fron Frankford ;, but did he 
promote Whitringham to be Dean of Durham, Sampſon to be Dean of 
Chriſt-Church ? was he Patron” of all the Preferments ? &c. But it's 
remarkable, haw cloſely he follows the Clew of Hiltory. Cartwrighr 
was none of the Exiles in Frankford. 2. Was not preferred to War- 
wick,, neither by him, nor in his time, but by Arch-biſhop Whatgztt : 
AndifGrindal was a Grindalizer,Whitgift was,for he plac'd Cartwright 
in Warwick, and was by his Connivance, a cauſe of what Miſchief 
Mr. Cartwright did ; and the Queen was offended with Whitgift for 
conniving at Cartwright, as Sir George Paul writes in the Life of Arch- 
biſhop Whitg. p.55. And now we Church-Moles have by the Candle- 
light of Hiitory found, that Whitgife was no better than a Grindalizer, 
| and ſo one of us. 
But faith our Anthor, that when Arch-biſhop Whitgifis Zeal had 


almdſt crumbled their Ruptures into norhing, then their Refuge was, 
( as Bezaadviied Cartwright in his Letter ) to unite themſelves again 
| : - TO 
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to the main Body of the Church, &c. Whereas indeed npon Exami- 
nation, I find two Letters written by Bez.a to Cartwreght, 1n my Edit. 
of his Epiſt. From former times he deſcends to ours, and in Con- 
templation of our betraying the Church to our Enemies, and our 
ſe lyes into the verieſt Contempt and Slavery, he mizht, as the Church 
by the Waters of Babylon, 11t down and weep when he remembers 
Zion. But Sir, you ſay, you might fit down ; but have you fate 
down and wept ? and wept to remember $0 ? wept at the Waters 
of Babylon ;, or ſate down with Pleaſure to drink of the Cup ——? 
can find no tign of Harp upon the Willows, that dance after a Pipe,&c. 
Thus for your Hiſtoriczl Pains. . 

2. The Application follows. Therefore as we would not Hy- 
pocritize, &c. and why not Grindalize ? waving little things, we ſay, 
t. To your Tents O Iſrael, was the Speech of Feroboam caiting off 
the Houſe of David: And therefore, [f Grindalizers muſt be our 
Name ; We Grindalizers declare this to you, that 
we will not to our Tents, for we bave 4 Portion in Da- 1 King.12.16. 
vid, and an Inheritance in the Son of Jelle. We will not 
follow Feroboam, and worſhip his Golden Calves ? Are you there- 
abouts with your Calves ? The Oath which we have {worn unto Da- 
vid, we will by God's Grace perform ; we will not comply with our 
Enemies, nor cut off our Friends z we will gain-ſay ſeducing Spirits, 
and look Fattion in the Face : We will foliow the Advice of Calvin 
to Bucer, in the things he wrote of, which were not to avoid mode- 
rate Counſels in matters of Religion. © To endeavour by all means, «: 
© rits qui ſuperſtitionis a{squid reaolent tollantur medio; to take away all 
< Rites that ſavoured any thing of Superſtition. This I commend unto 
© thee by Name, that you may free your ſelf from Envy, with which 
© many lead you, for they do always entitle you either Author or Appro-" 
© vcr inall moderate and middle Counſels. Nam mediis Confilits,vel Au- 
© thorem, wel Approbatorem ſemper inſcribunt Calvin Bucero. And therefore 
we will let our Moderation be known to all Men, altho we will never 
reconcile the Articles of the Church to the Council of Trent, according 
to ſantta Clara, no Caſſandrian Grotian, Conſultation and ReduCtion. 

And now I mult leap over the reſt of your Book to your Conclu- 
ſion, where you give a kind Farewel. 

In your Concluſion, you thus commend us to the Eye of the Go- 
vernment, not for Favour and Preferment, except it be that which 
the Nonconformiits are dignified with, and diſtinguiſhed by ; which 

zing diſſetted, preſents to our View, 1. The profeſt Nonconfor- 
miſts threaten Danger and Diſhonour to the Church, 2. Myr 
an 
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and Half-Conformiſts threaten little lefs. 3. That their Halting and 
fneaking works in the People a Love t5 their Perfons and Ways. 
4. By thetr Treachery, like Moles, nndermine the Foundation with- 
in the Pale ; when the other, like Wolves and Foxes, can but howle 
and foam without the Mound and Fence of the Church, being ſtrong 
enough againſt them. Whence the Inference is plain, that if it be 
time to uſe the utmoſt Severity of the Laws againſt the Nonconfor- 
miſts, ſome Courſe muſt be taken with Grindalizers, as really more 
dangerous, as undermining the Foundation within, when the others 
doburt foam and how without. But what can be done with ns, 
without another Ac of Parliament ? And how can that be withour 
4 new Parliament ? For we conform ſeemingly, and:what can be done 
with ſuch ? But behold the Spirit of the Man | 

To conclude, 1. We proteſt againſt his Power of impoſing Names. 
2. Werefe& his Charatters, as Slanders. 3. We ſee what we are to 
look for, from them that are of the whole Head, the whole Blood, 
Church- men, as they call themſelves, by an eminency and appropri- 
'ation, If all ſhould be of this Author's mind, who needs as much 
Mercy, as. they to whom he affords but very little Reſpet or 


Kindneſs. 
+ SECT. H. 


There is another Perſon of a more excellent Temper, a Man'of 
Conſideration and-Worth, Mr. Fohn Evans, Rettor of St. Erhelberr, 
London : 1 did with fomeearneſtnefs of deſire procure his Sermon be- 
fore the Lord-Mayor, for the Arg1ments ſake, to ſee if 1 could find 
fuch a Man, as would ſolidly and wiſely handle, and openly commend 
2 great Duty out of faſhion, and ina Time when thy 'who profeſs 
it look very odly, and are pointed. ont to bz avoided. I found the 
Reverend Preacher to ſet aboat his Work like a Workman ; and tho 
he pitched upon too narrow a Notion of Moderation, yet the clearneſs 
of his Mind and Style, the Honeſty, Openneſs, and Candor of Spirir, 
did'much gain upon me. After he had-ſpoken of what he takes to be 
the true Notion of Moderation, in his Dorine, he delivers the com- 
mon Notion of it in his Inference, affizing it to Laicy and Clergy, 
pap. 36. and takes it off again from-the Clergy, paz. 41. *I declare I 
© amrnot acquainted with any of the Moderate, nor can I of my own 
© knowledg accuſe any Miniſter whatſoever. All that I ſhall fay upon 
© this Point is this, That if there be any ſuch,l am very ſorry for them. 
And after he had given this little fatisfattion to them, who for ought 

he 
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he knew were injured, he could not forbear to ſay, or write, paz. 48. 

© Give methe Man that is honeſt,” and conſtant to his Principles, and 

_ © to. what he-profelles, whatſdever Party or Perſuaſion. he is of 3: he 
* is much more valuable to me, than he that plights, his Falth to the 
* Church, and gives all the Security that can-be given for his Confor- ' 
©mity to it; and then after he hath wound himſelf into its Communi- 
© on and Preferments, plays Booty, and-acs: like-a Nonconformilt. 
© T heſe are treacherons Friends, that like Vigers prey upon the Bow-- 
© els of their Mother, and betray her, as Fxdas did-our Lord, with.a 
*Kiſs.” Of all ſorts of Men, the Non-conforming Conformiſts are. 
© the leaſt to be valued, as moſt unfit for Society. | 

Behold, here's. another friendly Teſtimonial given to moderate 
Conformilts, but not for Preferment and Favour, weare ſure : Trea- 
cberous Friends, Vipers, andike Judas, do not ſavour of ' Moderation 
in a Preacher upon thar Text.. .It ſeems the aking Tooth did now be- 
gin to trouble him ; 1 ſhall not pour Vinegar- into, itz-nor-paſs it-by 
without ſome Refleftions upon this great-Complement. 

1. He ſuppoſes that there is no moderate Conſtruction of our 
Faith and Security given to the Chnrch ; for if there. be,: why may 
not a Man of moderate Principles conform, and retain and praGtiſer 
Moderation, without violation of his Faith? Now ſome of us knew 
the way into the Church before he did; and we were told of ſome 
moderate Interpretation of our Bonds. 

2. If the Words are capable of a mild ſence, we are taught that is 
the ſence of the Law: A moderate Man will put a moderate. chari-y 
table Sence upon them ; and if the Words will bearir, he.is as.honeſt. 
to the Church, that gives her ſecurity in a moderate ſence,,as' he that; 
takes It 1n-a rigorons. Toft; | »6 cob a ris} 

3. How a Conformiſt, that hath wound himſelf into the Commu- 
nion and Preferment of the Church,; can af like a Nonconfornuſlt, 
both in her Communion and Preferment, is ſuch a way. of ating, as- 
we never yet learnt, nor can well nnderſtand, except -he allow that. a.,; 
Nonconformiſt can act like a Conformiſt, and then ?cis pity he did not. 
ſhare in the Communion and Preferment, the one as well as . the 
other. | $4, 

4. Any Manthat is honeſt-and conſtant, of -any ' Party and :Per-,, 
ſraljon, notexcepting an ignorant ſuperſtitious Papiſt, (for themore . 
tgnorant,: the more honeſt.) or Quaker, . or any. other Sect, ..is more - 
to be valned-than-a moderate Conformiſt, ( of whom he. ſpeaks.) F 
But why a moderate Gonformiſt may -not be as. honeſt, and as con- » 
ſtant in his Moderation, as any Man. that 1s high and rigorous, .or any,. 

| _ Other 
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ether Sect; no other Reaſon.can: (1 ſuppoſe )) be given, but. becauſe 
the:Rule of Laws of Conformity cannot ſtand with a moderate QCon- 
 NtruCſtion: Andif that were true, we moderate Men muſt keep out 
-of the Communion and Preferments of the Church, and be proteſſed- 
-ly Nonconformiſts ; for one of both we muſt be : And if we cannot 
-be exact Conformilts in the ſevereſt ſence,and att according to it _ 
all occaſions, we muſt be Nonconformiſts. How much eaſe would it 
.be to the Minds of our Brethren, to berid of theſe Vipers, that prey (3 
upon the Bowels of their Mother ?_ TY | 


But totake a fuller View of that Sermon : 


- Firſt, he deſcribes Moderation to be ſucha gracious Habit of Mind, 
as will teach and incline us to obſerve a due Mean and Temper in our 
* outward Actions, and Converſe with others, ſo as to give no. juſt 
* Occaſion of Offence, p. 7. But he takes it in a more particular Sence, 
.more largely, and more briefly, pag. 7. © Moderation 1s a Vertue, 
© which teaches and enables a Man, upon all occaſion of Conteſt and 
* Controverſy with others, to maintain and aſlert his Principles and 
* Opintons, whoſe Truth he is perſuaded of, with Temper. 

._ Which hedoth more particularly branch out: | 
I. © A moderate Man is candid in his Thoughts, apt to make the 
< beſt Conſtruction of Things that will bear it; in his Words ſoft, 

( not calling moderate Conformiſts, Vipers, treacherous Friends, or Judas's ) 
© in his Carriage courteous,p.9. 2. In Judicial Cauſes carries a Chancery 

+ in his Breaſt. 3. In Matters zclating to Religion, he teacheth us to 
* be concerned about Things more or lcſs, in proportion to their/Ng- 
'©ture:. and Worth. 4. In Matters of Injury, he paileth by Faults, 
© bears with, pities, &c. paz. 10,1113. | 

Again, P4g. 15. © He thinks, Let your Moderation be known to all (, 
© Men, imports -as much as, that all Chriſtians, at all times, and : 
© upon all occaſions of Difference and Conteſt, to give clear and pal- 
© pable Tokens of their Moderation to: all Sorts and Conditions 
of Men. 

Still it appears, that the Objects of Moderation are all ſortsof Men, 
-and that the Subje&t Matter upon which it is exerciſed, are Matters 

_-of Difference and Conteſt. Sohe repeats his Notton again, pag. 35- 
and again, pag. 37- 

'/ Now before I go further, I deſire the Reader to believe me, that I 
approve of very much good Matter, well-ſpoken, and well-applied. 
But I fear, Prejudice Partiality weighs too heavy upon his —_— 

E 
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1 do confeſs, it is a very good Notionand- Doftrine; that we ſhould 

manage al our Differences with Teniper : 'But' why ſhould) he ſingle 

out tHiis'as the main, if not whole of the Text, which is but a good 
Behaviour in a particplar Caſe, and'bne one- Inſtance -of:a- general 
Duty, ſeems not ſo clear. ' Beſides, tis like it+ is too narrow a No- 
tion, except a Chriftian have, or may have ſome Matters of Contro- 
yerſy or Difference with all Men, and-that -all - Chriſtians may have 

_ differing and-contrary Opinions and Principles; 'and'eaeh' ones bound 
to maintain his own Side with Temper: {4-3 29 12 9708! $i 

As he doth often repeat his own Sence of Moderation, ſo he doth 
deliver a common, but untrue Notion of Moderation, in a Lay and 
Church-Capacity, from p. 36, to p. 41. and then gives his Reaſons 
againſt my a kind of Moderation, as he is pleaſed to deſcribe, 
tO pay. 40. El - b 3107 

ould be too' tedious to examine all the Members and Parts of a 
moderate Man in a Lay-Capacity,- but what is-moſt material. 

Firſt, doth it become a moderate Man to be fo poſitive, as to ſay, 
after an imaginary, oratorical Deſcription of a Lay moderate Man, 
fuch as I and others never knew, © This ( faith the Preacher ) is no 
< FiKion of mine, no Creatpre of my Fancy, 'but Matter of Fact, vili- 
©ble to every Eye, p. 37. ©That it is not difficult to prove, ſuch 
© Men att againſt their Conſcience; for really, a moderate Man, in 
<the common Notion, if examined, is but a ſofter Phraſe for a 
© Xnave, P28: 38. Gab | 

Upon this Character of a moderate Lay-man, drawn pag. 36. I 
make ſome Obſervations, and in the general obſerve, That he takes 

.Fome Parts and Vertues of -2 very- honeſt Man, to make a Knave of : 
As, 1. He is one who will frequent the Publick Churches. . 2. One 
who will ſeem deyout at Divine Service, ( and who doth to us, and 
eur Eye, more than ſeem.) + 3. One who talks much for Union,. and 
wiſhes for it, but ſees no Evil in Schifm :. Whereas, what can moye 
him to wiſh for Union, but the -Good of Union, and . the EvH- of 
Schiſm ? And 1 would fain know what Benefit: any Knave can make 
of. Union ?. If he only talkt for Union, and did not wiſh for it, and f 


if this might be known, it were like a moderate Man in the ſofter } 


Phraſe; but if he talks much of Union, and wilhes for. it, he talks 

and-wiſhes likean honeſt Man. 4. Suppoſe bim to. be one who thinks 
he doth God good Service, and takes a ; Courſe to promote Peace. 
Þ Trequenting unlawful Meetings, and yet is clearly for the Religion 
| tabli ied by Law. Yet under favour, 1. Suppoſe he may be miſtaken 
| mn 
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in thinking fo, for all that he tiny bez very honeſt Man; for honeſt + 
Men are ſubject to Miſtakes. 2. If he miſtake in the way to promote 
Peace, for all ' that he'may' be very honelt 3. If - he thinks thofe 
Meetings which you call unlawful,” thar isto ſay, Meetingsof Ortho- 


' dox Preachers and Chriſtians, conſiſtent with the Religion eſtabliſhed 
- by Law, he may be a wiſe, diſcernins, honeſt Man, and doth diſtin- 


put between the Religion, and the mutable Appendages to which 
e never ſubſcribed, or declared,' being but a Lay-man. But then, 
Secondly, Some Things are affixed to him, which if true, depends 
upon proof againſt ſome particular Men, if any ſach there be, which 
doth not affect more than thoſe Individuals. We know none, that 
firſt, work hard againſt the Church of England on the ſix Days, and 
appear for her on the Sunday. 2. Nor any that ſees not harm in 
Schiſm, { but you may call that a Schiſm which is not.) 3. Nor any 
who are one withallParties, in defigning againſt the Government. 
4. Nor that cry, *Gott forbid there ſhould be any Alteration in it : 
for there may be Alteration in it, as in the natural Body, from Youth 
to riper Age, without its deſtruction or diſſolution. 5. Nor that look 
upon Biſhops as neceſſary Evils ; for they who account them evil, do 
nor: account themneceſſary. - 6. He may be: a Son of the Church of 
England, and, yet chuſe rather, if he could, ( that is, if he lawfully 
C Y tobe without-the Ceremonies ; for the Church doth declare, 
That thoſe Ceremonies which remain, upon' juſt canſes may be al- 
he > =p changed, (in the Preface of Ceremonies, why ſome be 
iſhed.) | | 
Thirdly, He delivers ſome'Things poſitively, which are dubious, 
and therefyre which may be untrue; pag. 37. © Theſe are moderate 
©Men it6ne feftte, 7c. they have a moderate Eſteem of, and a mo- 
©derate Love for that Church, in whoſe Communion they live, and re- 
* ſolve to aze, ſolongas ſhes up 3 bur if ſhe were down, they conld 
* contentedly enoygh-ſurvive her Ruine, rn mm they might live 
*the Jonger.' Now either this Pitnre of a moderate Lay Church-man 
is a Creature of his/own Fancy, ofS8real-Beirig if areal Being, and 


#trae Man, he is one of his own Acquiintance,' or not”; | if not of his 
Acquaintance, he paints kimby the'Ear, by Reports and: not by the 


Eye of his own Knowleds. | Let him either reform him if he can, or. 
keep pe yon rn with him. Tf he bea-real Man; he- ſpeaks tho | 
Languageof Abhotfersand: Addreſtrs; who often iſe to'live 


and die for the Church; as- eſtabliſhed þyollaw}. and they: are con- 


cerned: ih the Chatatter, drawh-"(-o6" wont think) | with! tos _ 
5 9 75 _* heavy 


 2$ - © SQindicatton-of BoverateChurch-men, 


wg o— and-Pencil. made of.too courſe Briltles, for a moderate 
L to ule. | ry PP Coors y ; 
 'Fourthly; A: Modgrate' Man, ſuch as: in ſame things he ſets out in 
the Golours of a Knave,: wipes off the Daſh, and thinks he .may with 
an honeſt Heart and Face, in ſincerity towards God, Loyalty to the 
Government, and Conſtancy to. his Religion, frequent the publick 
Churches, : and Conventicles too : For, firſt, He is of the Judgment, 
that God may -be. truly and acceptably worſhip'd under diderent 
Modes and Forms ; therefore he will frequent the publick. Churches, 
for which you cannot blame-him, and it may be goto Afﬀſemblies 
called Conventicles ( eſpecially when he had the King's Indulgence ) 
2. Hebelieyes there is a Communion of Saints, not only in Faith and 
Aﬀection,: but alfo in Worſhip; and therefore. if he cannot. hold 
Communian with Orthodox Preachers in publick Churches > he will 
make bold. to enjoy it where he can,; which, he"thipks he may do 
without Sin;: becauſe it 1s his Duty, and knows no;Reaſon or Law of 
God, why he may not as lawfully hold Communion with Orthodox, 
poaers ( from whom he hath perhaps taſted the good 
ard of God, and by whom: his Heart, hath been opened, ) and 
Chriſtians,in undoubted, pious, Evangelical Exerciſes, as in Trade,. or 
Civil Converſe in eating and drinking.. - © - _—_ 5 
Obje#. But you ſay, they are unlawful Meetings, Then the honeſt 
moderate : Chriſtian thinks with himſelf; 1. I never heard either 
Treaſon or. Sedition, 2s much as couched in any of their Sermons or 
Exerciſes, - 2. It is not ſinful to hold aftual Communion with ſound 
and pious Chriſtians, antecedent-;to the-temporal ,Law, therefore it 
is not finful in it ſelf. - 3. He cannot-think-ſo; hardly of -his Chriſtian 
Governours, as that they would - make -a Law, to-ſgebid any pious 
Exerciſe, but only ſuch as are evil in themſelves, or have tendency to 
DeſtruQion or harm to the Government. 4. He remembers the mode- 
rate Judgment of every part. of the Legillative Power, | concerning 
Diſſenters for ſeveral: Vears laſt paſt. ; 5. He conſiders the Law-is 2 
Penal Law, and-is ready to bear that Penalty with Peace- and--Quiet- 
neſs. 'And if: you think them unlawful Aſſemblies, of that fort as are 
not ſafe; to be tolerated, then he. that: now. frequents the publick 
Churches, will then-frequent them, .when thoſe Meetings are diſperſt, 
orſuppreltied. But then what becomes of your own Doctrine of mil(- 
placing Zeal about Circumſiances,Rites, and Appendages of Religion ? - 
which a maderate Man ſhonld not do.; Pag. 24. If you leave the Mo- | 
deration'of Penalties to Governous, it had been beſeeming a moderates 
Divige, preaching of Moderation, to have forborn to give Magiſtrates | 
to: 
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to whom you preach'd,. Alarms to beware of Men that deſign againſt 
the Government, commonly called Moderate MHen,the ſofter Phraſe for 
Knaves, but-in-proper. Language, Knaves and Vipers. If you know 
any ſuchdefigning Men, inform againſt them, they are Strangers to 
us that are moderate indeed. I have ſtaid long enough to view this 
Piture ofa Lay-moderate Church-man ; [ will walk into the next 
Room, ' and view. the moderate Church-Clergy Man, who -as he is 
drawn by. this Hand, ſtands out with his Legs as the more crooked * 
Knave of the two, Pag. 40, 42. . 

Upon him I obſerve, 1. That this free and open Preacher ſaith, 
He cannot accuſe any. Miniſter upon his own Knowleds ſo depainted, and 
therefore: this 15 not a Creature of his own Fancy neither, but of 
ſome. other Men's Fancy ſure, .come to his Knowledg, it ſeems by 
Report or Tradition. But if he had not bzlieved it, why would . 
he preach and print it ? 


To this we have two things to ſay ;, | - - 

I- Wedeny the Accuſation as it ſtands ;. we diſown the Picture, . 
it is not ours, .we know no ſuch Church-men, .or- to ſpeak plainly, . 
ſuch a pretended Conformilt as 15 here repreſented. 

. 2..1fthere be any ſuch, it is not juſt, to faſten that. upon more than 

are faulty. D 

3. Yet ſuppoſing or granting moſt of the things to be true, and ' 
they as material as any we offer to the Judgment of our Cenſors, 
ſame. Conſiderations, if not to vindicate the accuſed, yet certaiply ta 


alleviate the Charge, .and take the.Charge.by parts. . 


Firſt ; The Mederate Church-man ts one, that upon occaſion will marry - 
without a Ring. We anſwer ; | 

I.. T his Ceremony doth more concern the. Perſons to be married, 
than the. Miniſter that marrieth them ; for the Rubrick ſaith, Thenr.. 
ſhall they- again looſe their Hands, and the Man ſhall give unto the Woman 
4. Ring, laying the ſame upon the Book,&c. And tbe Prieſt taking the Ring 
ſnall delever it rio the. Man. It concerns the Man to bring and'pro- 
vide the Ring, and the. Woman to receive it, becauſe of what is 
conveyed: to her by it- | | 

2+ What Rubrick, or Canon doth, enjoyn the Miniſter :to provide. . 
one? Or, what is his puniſhment if-. he do not marry with it ? We 
know.the Wiſdom of the Church looks to greater matters in Car. 62. . 


_cenſuring the Miniſter, if he marry without asking Banes, Certificate, 
or Conſent of Parents,. or out of the..Canonizal Hours ; from which, 
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no Men are more free, than they who are called Moderate Church- 
Men. © * a 
3. Is there no occaſion upon which this may either be juſtified or 
excuſed? As if, 1. The Miniſter and the Perſons, be not worth a 
Ring. 2. Ifthe Man cannot buy, and the Woman reſolve if they 
may not be married with a Ring of her Husbund's Gift, they will be 
| married without. 3. Or in caſe the Ring be forgotten, and the place 
where they are to be married cannot atiord one, and the | time: be 
ſo near out, that they cannot fetch one. - Shall an' Ordinance be deni- 
ed for want of a Ceremony ? Or,what if the Man muſt take his Bride 
in the Humour ? Or there will beIoſ5 to both, if they put ir off to ano- 
ther day ? Or laſtly, ſuppoſe the Parties ſcruple the Ceremony, 
ſhall we refuſe to execute a Law of Natnre, for want of an Arbitrary 
Local Ceremony ? ts | 


Secondly ; A moderate Church-man is one who will chriſten without the 
Croſs : So he will, and ſo he may baptize all that are baptized out of 
the Church : The Xabrick lays no Injuntion upon any to bring the 
Child to Church, it only ſaith, Jr is expedient that it be brought , — 
and who in this tender Age will bring a Child to Church, ſeeing ano- 


ther Rubrick ſaith, Saving at the dipping of the Child ,, the Child whoſe 
Baptiſm is doubted of, mult be dipt, and it bclongs not to him to ſee 
that the Child ſo baptized ſhall be brought to the Congregation af- 
terwards ; and by- what Rule do they walk, that ſee good cauſe to 
baptize in private, becauſe of Weather, and diſtance of Place, and yer 

will not omit the Croſs in private 2? Now whether a Miniſter 
not upon ſome occaſions, and for ſome great Reaſons, omit the Croſs, 
is ſubmitted to Moderate Thoughts, and to a right Judgment. And, 
1. If the Parent, who is a Man of Reading and Senſe, may have read 
ſome Arguments againſt it, which neither he nor the Curat can anſwer ; 
Nay,ſuppoſe he have but a ſtrong Prejudice or Fear upon him, what if 
the Curat ſay, in good civil Language, Except yon bring your Child 
to Church, or have it croſt at home, I will not baptize it : Why.then 
fith the Parent, you ſhall not baptize my Child : What if the Child 
dy unbaptized ? You fay, it was the Parents fault for ſcrupling ; He 
ſaith no, for it was againſt his Conſcience, and Judgment. But which 
is rather to be omitted by the Miniſter, Baptiſm, which is an' Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, or the Croſs, which is an Ordinance of Man ? Eſpe- 
cially in a Church, which, as it requires the uſe of the ſign of the 
Croſs, ſo it puniſheth with Suſpeniion a Miniſter thar ſhall refuſe to 
bantize, Car. 68. What if a Parent. ſhall take or demand his _ as 
00n 


A Uinzicatfon of Bederate Church-men, 


can he refuſe to give him the Child ? Or, if a God-Mother or Mid- 
wife-be ſo zcalous.call it furious, againſt the Croſs as to take the Child 

. out of the Miniſters Hands, as i have heard hath been done, ſha!l 
the Miniſter ſtrive and contend ? OD”, 

Objeft. But you will ſay by Car. 38. If any Miniſter after Subſcrip- 
tion to the three Canonical Articles, ſhall omit any of the Ceremonies, 
he ſhall be ſuſpended, &c. 

Anſw. The Omiſſion mult be notorious, before it can come to the 
Cognizance of the Court, and wilful and contemptuous, before it 
can be. fo notorious. But we ſpeak not of ſuch a notorious omillion, 

but of what is occaſional, ſeldom, and for greater Reaſon ; but of 
this more afterwards. 

2. Incaſe the Miniſter or Curat be but a Deacon, I dogbt of his 
Power to uſe or make the ſign of the Crofs, without an equitable 
ConſtruCtion of the Law, ( of which afterwards) :. for in the Margin 
of the Office of publick Baptiſm i is ſaid ;. Here the Prieſt ſhall make 

" the ſign of the Croſs in the Childs Forchead. The Prieſt ſhall, not the 
Curat, or the Miniſter, for then it had plainly reach'd to the Deacon 
as to the Prieſt, but a Deacon is not a Prieſt in this Chureh : A Dea- 
con doth it only by Preſumption, 

Laſtly ; To make the ſign of the Croſs, is an Eccleſiaſtical Aftrma- 
tive Precept, a divine affirmitive Law binds not ad ſemper, to every 

rticular muzc or time : why ſhould we be more ſtriftly bound to ob- 

ve in publick an aftirmative humane Precept, than a divine ? Are 
we more ſtriftly tied by the Laws of Men, than of God ? It may by 
'an Equity of Reaſon be allowed, upon Occaſions of ſome Neceſlity, to 
omit an Eccleſiaſtical Precept, as we through a gracious Indulgence 
omit a Divine Precept. 


The third Crime of a Moderate Church-Man is, that he will bap- 
rtsſe without God-Fathers and God-Mothers, in compliance with weak and 
fender Conſciences. 

I anſwer ; If there be any reaſon of Stren{eth. or Cogency for the 
Omiſſion of ſuch things as theſe.jt is as ſtrong in the Caſe of weak and 
tender Conſciencesas in any : if a Miniſter cannot omit any of theſe 
things with a ſincere Tenderneſs and Indulgence to weak Coaſci- 
ences, then he is obliged from doing a neceſſary Daty to the weak 
Brother. And if we are ſo ſtraightly bouad to a rigid Conformiry | 
at all times, fo that we can in no caſe omit any thing for the ſake of 
a tender weak Conſcience : Who can anſwer this Argnment againſt 
Conformity ? | | That 


3F 
foan as it is baptized, from the Miniſter ? By what Law or Reaſon. 
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That Conformity which doth oblige to refuſe a neceſſary Duty to 
aweak Chriſtian, which the Law of Chrilt requires, is a Conformity 
2gainſt the Law of Chriit, and by Conſequence unlawful and null. 


But ſuch is the rigid Conformity, ( as Men make it.) Ergo. In pri- _ 


vate Baptiſm they are not required. In publick ſuch as have not recet- 
ved the Communion may be refuſed, and ſometimes Parents can get 
no better, akd too often they are but Cyphers, and 'ſtard only to keep 
up the Form. But bethey what they are, inſtance in any publick Bap 
uſm, performed without them, if you can, and the Peccant ſha 
bare the Blame of it. | = . 

4. The ne::t Imputation, 1s his giving the Sacrament kyeeling, ſitting, 
or ſtanding, 1 ſuppoſe the Reverend Preacher will ſtrike out Knecking 
out of the Bill, when he reviews ic. I will take no. Advantage of 
that Inadvertency, but to the other Offence make a Return- 

And here again, we meet with a Ceremony, which firſt is enjoyned 
the People. 2. Some great Men have interpreted the Rubrick 
thus, He ſhall deliver the Communion to the People kneeling, not forbidding 
him to deliver it to them that kneel not. 3. The words of the 
Canon 27, are lax, 4mftri cum Cenam Domini adminiſtrant neminem 
ſeiemter ejuſdem facient participem, qui in Genna nn fucrit inclinatus, ſub 
pena Suſpenſionis, The Communicant is not bound in expreſs Terms 
to kneel in the very Act of receiving , if he kneel in the time of the 
Communion, it ſeems to be ſufficient, tho he do nor in the ACt of re- 
ceiving the Bread ard Wine. The Canon faith not the Miniſter 
ſhall be ſuſpended, if he deliver the Sacrament to any one that doth 


not kneel in the very Act, but quz in-Genua non fuerint inclinatus, If | 


he kneel before, or after, he-is not excluded, nor the Miniſter puniſh- 
able by the Canon, whatever the Intention of it was. , But leaving 
theſe things to the Interpretation of Superiors : Let any Maniſter be 


named that receives the Sacrament fitting or ſtanding. . And if ſome 


Communicants do, it is ſubmitted, whether a Miniſter in'ſome caſes 
ought not rather to venture.upon his Ordinaries Irdulgence, then put 
away ſome Communicants for not kneeling, for which he hath no 
Law to warrant him ( that 1 know. ) | 
7. In caſe of ſcruple of Conſcience, Prejudice or Fear, the Chriſti 
an who takes Scripture for his Rule, finding .the Geſture of the laſt 
Supper to be the ſame throughout, «4 they ſate at Meat, he cannot di- 
{tinguiſh of Predicaments of Quality and S:re, as the learned Saunder- 
fon doth ( and the Circumſtance of Place, the upper Room, was tem- 
' Poray, ard not. imitable, as the Gelture is) whether a Communt- 
cant, otherwiſe without Exception, ſhall be excluded for adheri 
I 40 
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to the Geſture, which he finds in our lawful Tranſlation of the New 
Teſtament ? | | | 

2. What if a Father, otherwiſe prepared and without Exception, 
ſcruple Kneeling, comes to receive the Communion of his own Sony 
can the Son juſtify the rejection of his own Father from the Lord's 
Table? Children oy your Parents, js a Duty antecedent to Canonical 
; Obedience, and of the Law of Nature. A Miniſter of a high Com- 
plexion, did refuſe his own Father, and inform his Dioceſan, who 
was known to be ſtrict enough for all the Ceremonies ; yet inſtead 
of expected Approbation, he was ſoundly check*d for ſinning againſt 
his Father. | 

For the reſt of the Faults, or treacherous Acts of Church-men, 1 
throw them into the Heap of Milinformations, and to me things nei- 
ther heard nor ſeen. And that any do bury with an Exhortation of 
his, or their own, ſeems to me, like a Tale which the Obſervator 


wg 96 many Years ago, of a certain Venerable Biſhop,that baptized - 
y 


[the Directory after he-was Biſhop, and the Liturgy eſtabliſhed, 
which was an errand Rogeriſm. 

To conclude this, and to paſs to the Confirmarion of his Poſitive 
Aﬀertions, 1 only add what 1 have reaſon to believe ; that a ſtrict 
exaiting of Rites and Ceremonies hath driven away many to the 
Nonconformiſts, that had ſtaid with us had they been indulged but 
in ſome ſcrupled Ceremony ; and ſince their departure from us, do 
.ſcraple a great deal more than they did at firſt. And except our Go- 
Vernours apply themſelves to ſome timely Mitigations, it is impoſlible 
ſo to crop the Sprouts of Diſſenters, but new Shoots will grow out of 
the old Stocks, which cannot be ſtock?d up without breaking up too 
much good Ground. 

There are two things which the Reverend Preacher delivers with. 
great Confidence and Aſſurance, as binding us under Condemnation, 
and.ſtopping our Mouths, which have not the Eviderce he preſumes 
they-have,.wherein we are concerned. 

-.4- He declares our ſeveral Obligations to a ſtrift conſtant Con- 
formity to Ceremonies and all, and faich, To make all ſure, and pre- 
yent all Evyaſjons occaſioned by nice DiſtinCtions about the force and 
obligation of Human Laws; He will. ſhew that there is no room for 
Equity and Moderation in this caſe, pag. 43, 44 : 
_-:*2. Seeing we Miniſters have by private Subſcriptions and Promiſes, 
* by open Deelarations and ſolemn Oaths to our Dioceſan obliged our 
* ſelves to the conſtant uſe of the Ceremonies eſtabliſhed by Law : I 


*infer, That nothing leſs than ſtriftneſs and exatneſs of Duty, and a 
h | F conſtant 
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© conſtant, doſe Conformity is required at our Hands, and that no 
© Man can diſpence with himſelf, and relax the Law in tliis caſe--p.4.5. 
- "The Inference is drawti from four Premiſes. '''1.' The-A&t of Uni- 
formity.,p.42. 2. The Declaration of Afent and'Conſent. ' 3. The 
Oath of Canonical Obedience, p. 43- And, 4. To make all 
ſure, &c. There is no room for Moderation 1n this- caſe, which he 
endearvours to Prove, p. 44, 45- 


Becauſe that which I ftirit- except againſt, taking :the: Pages in 


order, is the laſt of his Reaſons for that Concluſion :-I ſhall invert 
my Qrder, and ſpeak to it laſt, and ſo take up the ſecond Point im 
difference, in the firſt place ,- 

And conſidering the Premiſes, I ſay, He cannot infer that Conclu- 
fion from them ; for there is more in his - Inference, than is in the 
Premiſes. He infers as much, as that we are indiſpenſibly bound in 
all Times, Places, and on all Occaſions, to a cloſe itrift: Conformay, 
and that if we do not conſtantly obſerve it in all Points, ' wethave 
broken our Faith. If ſo, then what Conformiſt is not guilty in'@high 
degree of ſinning ? then who can conform ? Or,who can,and be blame- 
neſs ? Is there ſuch tobe found at all times, even in Cathedral Churches ? 

There are many Occaſions for an honeſt, wiſe, conſcientious Mi- 
niſter to ſhew Moderation, not only ſuch as our Brother allowsro 
Diſſenters, in Words and Paſſion, but wm Fatt, or he fins more by a 
courteous refuſal to yield, than by a prudent occahonal Compliance 
If not, then moderate Men cannot conform, but muſt abide without, 
among Diſſenters. And our rigid Interpreters of the Lawsdo'furniſh 
them with an unanſwerable Argument againſt Confornaty, *:z. That 
Conformity which leaves no room for Moderation, cannot be ſubmit: 
ted to without Sin : but ſuch is this rigid Conformity. E7gs. 

The Propoſition is proved, becauſe we as Chriſtians and Miniſters, 
are bound to let our Moderation. be known to all Men: and this Mo- 
deration is not only a Moderation of good Language, and abſtinence 
from Paſſion, but in Fatt and Deed. 'But let ns try the ſtrength of 
the Premiſes, and ifthey be removed or ſhaken, his Inference and 
Superſtrufture will fall with all his Confidence. And firſt, let us ſee 
if ſuch Words be contained in, or drawn from our Subfcription to 
the ſecond Article of the 36 Canon z wherein the Subſcriber doth 


promiſe that he will uſe the Form preſcribed in the Taid Book, in 
publick Prayer and Adminiſtration 'of the Sacraments, aud no erher, 
( And no other ſhall be explained afterwards. )- The Protniſe is n'ge- 
neral Promiſe, and becauſe general, is capable of 2 Latitude; and th 
nothing leſs than-Stritneſs and ExaCtneſs, and a INTE Con- 
rmity, 
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- Formity, is more than the Canon * ſpeaks, an Addition to the Law, 


which enjoyns the'uſe of $4 and no” other Form. in Competition or 
Oppoſition to'it., That Inference .from this Promiſe of uſing it, is 
denied, and cannot. be admitted, except the Law-givers declare that 
to be the meaning of it. 


2. The ſecond Premiſe, out of which that rigid Inference is drawn, 


: bs the Declaration of Aſſent and Conſent ; which is to the «ſe of all 


things contained' in, and preſcribed by the Book. But the Words 
and Promiſe are not, To the conſtant, clſe, ſtrict uſe of all things, at all 
times, which is more than any Man can promiſe, or perhaps any 
Man hath perform*d. © However, the Inference is denied, becauſe it 
contains more than is expreſſed in that Declaration. But then this 


. Ingenions Perſon doth confirm his Notion by bringing in the Intenti- 


” 


« 
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on, or Scope of that Declaration,. which is to the intent, that Vnifor- 
mity in the VWorſlip of God may be effefted. | 
That I may not be miſtaken, 1 defire it may be noted, we are now 
cone from one Word td another, viz. from a cloſe, ſtrift, exat Cor- 
formity to an Uniformity, which is the deſign and ſcope of that cloſe 
Conformity. | 
- Tothis it is applied ; ee 
1. The At doth enjoyn an Uniformity by a Book named in 1t ; 
We declare our Aſſent to the uſe of that Book ; and he that puts that 
Sence of ſtrict, cloſe, conſtant «fe of all and every thing, doth add to 
the Law, and by a rigorous Interpretation of it, is as far from an 
honeſt Moderation, or Equity, as he that doth tranſgreſs the Law, 
Relaxatione nimia. | 
2. This Uniformity may in a warrantable ſenſe, be taken in oppo- 
ſition to a Diverſity of publick Forms, or a Maltiformity 3 that this 
Is not the ſenſe of Knaves, or the invention of Church-Moles and 
Vipers, is plain by the Preface, as it was called in the Common-Prayer- 
Book of K. Edw. the IVth, and in our Book follows the new Preface, 
Concerning the Sexvice of the Church, wherein are theſe words, * And 
© whereas heretofore there hath been a great Diverfity in ſaying and 
© ſinging in Churches within this Realm ; ſome following Salzsbury, 
© ſome Hereford, and ſome the uſe of Bangor, ſome of Tork,, ſome of 
© Lincoln; now from henceforth all the whole Realm ſhall have but 
+ one Uſe, If therefore we follow, and uſe the ſame Book, we obſerve 
Iniformity required, and explained in: thar Preface, ftilt continued 
in this preſent Book, which. is eſtabliſhed by Law, and by Conſe- 
quence, this is a publickly a and a legal Sence. | 
L. 2 


3. If 
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_ 3.. If we take our Uviformity, not only oppoſtzve,, to a Multifor- 
mity of ancient Foarms-and Uſes ;, but appoſitzve, conformable to the 
Rubricks and Orders,. which are the Rule of our Uniformity, we 
ſhall find the Uniformity to be +-in many Things but general, and 
. Not particular :: Therefore the Uniformity required by Law, is not 
- a particular, cloſe, ſtrift Uniformity z, and by conſequence, a ſtri&, 
cloſe,. conſtant Conformity, taking Conformity in the ſame Sence as 
Uniformity, is not required, and therefore not to be inferred, 
-aS if all Miniſters always were obliged to do the ſame Things, which 
is the Import of the Inference which I oppoſe. And this, 1 canceive, 
will appear in two Inſtances : | 


1, Of the Prayers and Hymns. 
2. Of the Ceremonies, which the exatt Conformiſt drives at. 


Firſt ; Sometimes you are directed to One or Th in ſeveral Offi- 
ces. Now ſuppoſe the Miniſter of St. Ethelbert, for inſtance, ſhall 
ſay the Te Deum; and his next Neighbours of St. Helex's, and Biſhopſ- 


gate, or St. Mary Ax, ſhall ſay, Fubilate Deo; the one uſe one Hymn ||. 


ar Prayer, andthe other another ; one ſhonld dip, and the other 
ſprinkle : Where ſuch Diverſity is allowed, they all conform, but do 
not keep to a particular Uniformity. 
' But you'll fay, Here*s no Omiſlion of any Thing required. True, 
but let us modeſtly ſee, if there be not ſome Omullions alſo allowed, 
which will make a Difformity from the Uſe of our rigid Interpre- 
ters x and whether the Compoſers of our Book have not been acceſ- 
ſary to propagate or countenance a Se&t of moderate Men in the. 
Church. Suppoſe a Man affirm, that a ſtrict, cloſe, conſtant Uſe of 
the Letany be enjoined every Sunday, Wedneſday, and Friday ;, how 
will he prove it ? We think, not clearly and convincingly by the. 
Rubrick, which is the Rule of our Uniformity, which is this : Here 
follaweth the Letany, or general On, ro be ſung or ſaid after 
Alorning-Prayer, upon Si » Wedneſdays, and Fridays, and at other 
Times, when it ſhall be commanded by the Ordinary. | 
Here may —a —_— =_ Foo jo Letany 1s _ o——_ upon 
every Sunday, Weaneſday, anda. Friaey, but upon Sundays, Wedneſdays 
ju? ems If ſo much had been ſaid for the Uſe of the rn on 
thoſe Days, as there is for the Order of Morning-Prayer without it, 


there might have been more light to direct us to the conſtant Uſe of |. 


it 3 for after it, it is ſaid, Here endeth the Order of Morning- Prayer 
throughout:the Lear ; when yet three of theſe Prayers are to be omit. 


ed. 
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ted by another Rybrick, when che Letany -3s faid 3; and yet Sundays, 
Wedneſdays, and-Fridays fall within' the Year. - By the Rubrick for 
the reading one or more of the Collects after the Offertory, it is left 
to the Diſcretion of the Miniſter to-uſe one or more of thoſe Collects : 


' He that uſeth one, conforms as truly as he that uſeth more ; and yet 


there is no particular Uniformity, except every Miniſter uſe the ſame, 
and as many one as another. A ſtri& and cloſe Conformity to a ge- 
neral Rule is one Thing, and -a ſtrict and cloſe Conformity to ſome 
Mens Pratice, is another. The Compilers of our Book and Rubricks 
did (it ſeems) ſo word the Rubricks,as to leave ſome Latitude of [nter- 
pretation and Prattice, either to the Diſcretion, or various Occaſions- 
of Miniſters, and Circumſtances of Time, Condition of People, or 
to the Prudence of the Ordinary, to keep up his Power. Yet not-- 
withſtanding this Apology, the Letany is as frequently read by mode- 
rate M1iſters, as by them that do not affect that Title. 


Secondly ; Let us ſee if ſuch a conſtant and exact Conformity be 
required in the Uſe of Ceremonies. Some Ceremonies are required 
of the Miniſters, and ſome of the People : Thoſe required of the 
Miniſters, are the wearing of. the Surplic-, . and the ſigning with the 
Croſs, ( I have ſpoken of the Ring in Marriage before ; and bowing 
at the Name of Jeſus, and towards the Altar, are. no-where requi- 
red by Law.) % 

3+ The omitting of a Ceremony is no ſuch- great Crime, in the 
Judgment of the Reformers of this Church, as this Reverend Prea- 
cher exclaims againſt ; in that Account of Ceremonies, why ſome be 
aboliſhed, and F retained, we read this. moderate Paſſage : And al- 
tho the keeping or omuting of a Ceremony, in is. ſelf conſidered, 1s but a 

ſmall thing ;, yet the wilfal and comemptuons-Tr anſgreſſion, and breaking of 
common Order aud Diſcipline, 1 no ſmell Offence before God, We admit 
this, and- ſay, that if ſometimes we omit the Uſe of any cf theſe Ce- 
remonies, ſuppoſe in compliance with tender Conſciences, or for ſome 
weighty reaſon, we willingly do-it, but not wilfully -and contemptu- 
ouſly ; and therefore occaſional,. and-fometimes neceſſary Omiſlions,. 
are but ſmall Offences. | | 

2. Why may not a moderate Miniſter ſometimes omit the wearing, 
of the Surplicez. as well as.the Brethren,. who ſeem. to be the exatt 
Patterns and Exemplars of Conformity, omit the wearing of ſach Or- 
naments of the Church, . and Miniſters thereof, at all times of their 

Miniſtration, ( ſych as Copes and Hoods ) as were in this Church of 
England, by Authority of Parliament, in the ſecond Year of the Oy 
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. of King Edward the Sixth 7: See"the Rubrick or/Setion;* Þ And 
' heres 40 be noted, &c. - after the Order for-Morning and Evening- 
Prayer. A 4 3 $95: IL SOHAT $43 JO FE T6 TOHDE 68} 
- 3+ Is not the Rubrick as poſitive' for dipping the Child in Water, 
-warily and:difcreetly, (if the Godfarhers o. Godmothers ſhall cer- 
rify that the Child may well endure it ) as for ſprinkling, and ſigning 
with the Croſs? And doth this ingenious and urgent Preacher de- 
- mand ſuch's Certificate from theni,” that he may obſerve this'Rubrick, 
which faith; And then _—_— afte them, (sf they -ſhall certify thar 
the Child may well endure it ) be ſhall dip it, &c. How many Children 
hath he Ge in St. Ethelbert ? How often hath he demanded ſuch-a 
Certificate'? Suppoſe 1n the South Parts Infants were dipt, and in 
the North ſprinkled, - what would become of -Uniformity in a more 
conſiderable Ceremony-than any'of the reſt? [+ - ; | 
- 4- Why may not the Croſs-be omitted/ſometimes, to gratify a ten- 
der, ſcrupulous, weak Conſcience, without blame, as well as the O- 
miſſion of dipping Infants, out of reſpett to bodily Weakneſs ? © Is 
bodily Weakneſs in an Infant, a better Reaſon than .a Weakneſs, or 
the Judzment of -Confſcience in a Parent ?: *Should the one-be omit- 
ted, and not the other ? | Or ſtjalldve'declare our ſelves more tender 
.of hurting s weak Body, than wounding a'weak Sonl 2. 


--5, Uniformity takes in the Part and Duty of the People. © The Ry- 
brick, which is the Law, doth often require, that the People ſhould 
kneel, or ſuppoſeth . that they kneel : As for inſtance, before the 
Confeſſion, Abſolntion, Lord Prayer. -We-know it is impoſſible or 
inconvenient for moſtPeople,- in great and crouded* Congregations, 
and in narrow Pews and” Allies,-t0 kneel in' Prayer z the greateſt-- 
part, if not all, in the moſt conformable Churches; ſtand.” Why may 
1t not be as excuſable ſometimes in” a Miniſter, for 'great Canſes, to 
omit ſome one Ceremony, as it 4s for the greateſt Congregations al- 
ways, or moſt commonly to omit that Geſture of: Reverence, as po- 
fitively-required as any other ?-; 'And why:may nota Miniſter as ex- 
cafably deliver the Sacrament: to a'Reeeiver-ſitting or ſtanding, as 
pray, the People ſitting or ſtanding,” when they are required to kneel 
at Prayer, as ſtrictly as at the Communion ? Some Perſons arelame, 
and cannot kneel; ſhall a Mifiiiter refuſe them ? And if ſome Im- 
poſſibility, Inconvenience, or natural Infirmity thall make a Noncon- 
fOrmicy blameleſs ;- why may nor a- conſcientious Infirmity, or un- 
£2nquerable Prejudice and Fear in" the Conſciencious, - render the 
Omullion of a Ceremony unblameable, or exculable 2? 


And 


AndT-defireir maybe ng Thart only ſhew there is-room for 
Moderation, - and- do* not! Juſt} anlyc Practice Inconſiſtent: with the 
Laws, interpreted according to-Exq Exity:- II £19319 

; ©: By whats ſaid;''T JP it” either” 3ppens, chis Coniclufion 3 is 

 to0 big for the Premi z or it /'tnay appear doubtful,” whether an 
exact Conſtant Doty,"ſnach as he means, &c."be requiredby the Act. 

" Let us now ſee- oe ach an: Inference can be pg from his other 
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| 24y; a Oath of Canonical Obedience. 
The Oath of Canonical Obedience: binds as to Sluvefil and honeſt 
+ Things, and'to theſe within the Limits of 'our Miniſterial Furiftion 
only, ( <lfe our Obedience might extend even to watt at their Table, . 
or to'the' holding of their Stirrap;'both' which and many: other 
Things Srothinki: ') > Andtherefbfe our Dioceſans"cantiot call: up- 
on us to go beyond the. Laws; and by conſequenee, that Liberty 
which the Law allows, is our Right and Privilege. We cannot ſee 
: how we are tied to amore ſtri:t, exatt, conſtant Conformity by this 
; Oath, than by the: Laws and Rubricks of which we ſpake before. 
Secondly;7'he' adds;*'as an'Enforcement of the' Obligation, That 
. the-Right-Reverend Father. the Lord' Biſhop' af Zongon, - hath laid 
His Commiands  UPOrt vs, PunCtually to drm the Rites and Ce- 
remonies.  « 
To which I anſwer : This Obligation lies upon: none but him, 
and others from whom that honourable Prelate-cthath required it : 
_ What ks All this to the Clergy! of other Dioceſſes?-:1f- that Right- 
Reverend Biſhop hath exatted:this;: other Dioceſans have not -requi- 
red it: And 1 could name: ſome,” of 'great” Name' and! Age, who 
have expreſſed a greater Moderation, in forbearing to require that 
punctual Obſervation of conſtant, ſtrict, and exact Conformity, as 
allowing ſome- Scope, in ſome wept ran Tenge to Miniſterial 


Diſcretion. 


| dolter 


And'now-not finding his Inference in' theſe three Prkiniſe, let us 
ſee if- we can find it in the fourth, which binds all faſt and ſure. 


X aebly 2 To make all ſure, &c. I will, ſaith: he, briefly ſhew, that 
there is no Room for Equity and Moderation: bere 'in this:C iſe. .- And this 
 heendeavours to ptove, 1. By the Notion. of -Moderation,; with re- 
ſpeft'ts Laws. -2. The Words of . the Att' of Uniformiry. :-3. The 
Sence of the —_—_ z thats, Firſt, the Sence of his Majeſty = 
TO 
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- his Declaration to.ſtand+ by the A. of Uniformity, / Amo 1662. 

And, 2. The Vote ofthe Houſe of Commons Feb. 1 5. 1662.  againit 
Indulgence to Diſlenters fram the Act of Uniformity, p. 44» 45- 

Todriye home-the Nall and; to make all ſure, that a moderate 
Man may-not be able to ftir from the Poſt of conſtant, ſtrict, exact 

* Duty; Hetells us, Fhere:s no room for Equity or Moder ation in this Caſe. + 
Then, firſt, -Uid he leave his Text, when he came to his Application ? 
( in the Latitud@ of the Apoſtles ſenſe, which muſt needs be large, 
becauſe the Object All Mer, is a general Objeft ). The Text faith, 

Let your Moderation be known to all Men, The Difſenters. are a very 
numerous Part of the Nation, ſome of the Al Mer, That which 
they deſire, 4s a Freedom, or Abatement, or Omifſion of ſome things © 
required : If we tell them with civil and reſpeCfttul Language, and + 
with tenderneſs of 'AﬀeCction and Kindneſs, you muſt conform to all 
things at all tumes, invariably to the Law, and that. there,is no Mo- 
.derationto be exerciſed towards you: I pray Sir, 1. What kind 

| of Law do you make this to be? a 
* Humax Laws are general * Human Law, forbidding a Duty to a 
mere Leer Gofes Nag Divine Bs 'N Vekae kind of, Law- 

Aunt avolicari foleot in Legs INAKers do you repreſent ours, to be, 'that 
Fon od oonty ouch or made a Law, forbidding the Exerciſe of a 
rc Belli. l. I, ce 4+ Se 4. certain Chriſtian Duty ?, For now; you 

know the Law being made, it is out M4 the 
Law-givers Hand and Power, till they in a legal Meeting, pleaſe to 
anul.it ; fo that now you ſay, as much as that- there is a Law that 
ſhuts out Moderation, ſuch a Moderation as the caſe of Difference re- 
quires ; for Moderation of Aﬀe&tion and good Words, doth not come 
home to the Diſſenters Caſe, which requires a Moderation in Fact 
and Exerciſe? 3. What Encouragement is this for Diſſenters to 
conform, if by their Conformity they muſt ſhew no Moderation to the 
weak and doubting? 4. Do not you furniſh them with an unanſwe- 
rable Argument againſt Conformity ? 

But Sir, you produce our Subſcription and Aſſent againſt us, and 
is there no Moderation of- Sence and Interpretation of it ? You may 
ſoon know, that the Learned Mr. Chillingworth hath given a Senſe of 
our Subſcription to the Articles. Preface Set?. 40. and it paſſed with 
the Approbation- of the Vice-Chancellor, and Profeſſors of Divinity 
in Oxford. The like is done by Arch-biſhop BrambhalPs Vindication'of 
the Church of England, p. 156. the firſt Edit. And for the Book of 
Common-Prayer be pleaſed'to caſt an Eye upon the laſt Preface be- 
fore the row enjoyned Book, ſpeaking of the former Book : The po 

| thors 
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thors of it ſay, they-were fully. perſwaded in .their. Judgments, that 
the' Book doth not contain in it-any thing: contrary to the Word of 
Gad, or ſound Doctrine, or which a godly Man may not with a good 
Conſcience uſe and ſubmit to; or which is not fairly defenſible againſt 
any that ſhall oppoſe the ſame, if it ſhall be allowed ſuch juft and fa- 
vourable Conſtruction as' in common Equity ought to be allowed to all 
buman Writings, eſpecially ſuch as are ſet forth by Authority, and 
even tothe beſt T'ranſlations of the holy Scripture it ſelf, Here is 
fome' Equity of Conftruction, and Moderation in reference to the 
Book of Comtmon-Prayer,' to which we aſlent, ſuppoſing the ſame 
applicable to this, which is ſpoken of the former, which pretends to 
no higher Authority than thar did- | 

' Andto uſe your'own Words, To make al fare, you will ſee the Er- 
ror of your digtnatical Aſſerrion, when you ſee it proved, that Mo- 
deration and- Fi wth muſt be allowed in this Caſe, . or: elſe ' we are 
groſly abuſed- by them that require Subſcription to the Canon; and 
cannot ſabſcride with Verity and Judgment. We ſubſcribe ro the 
three Articles of Car. 36. In the ſecond Article we ſay that the Book 
of CommontÞrayer, and of. ordering! and conſecrating Biſhops, 
Prieſts, and'Deacons,- contains nothing in it contrary to the Word of 
God, and thatit may*be-ſo uſed, and promiſe to uſe that Form and no 
other 4n publick Prayers;-and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. Now 
that Canon is old, as old as 1603; and refers to the Book of Common- 
Prayer then i» #/ſe, 'and not to this which in ſeyeral Particulars differs 
from it. *We do.not now ſubſcribe to that Book, as it ſtood then, 
bnt to a Book lately changed, in which are many things which were 
not in'that. . If there be no Moderation, or Equity of Interpretation 
of that Canon, and by Conſequence of our Subſcription, how can 
any Man ſubſcribe and promiſe to uſe that Form and no other ? 
whereas we do not ſubſcribe to that Book then in uſe, to which the 

Canon relates, but-to that which is now in uſe? We think now, 

there is and muſt needs be an Equity and Moderation of Conftration 

in this caſe. | ' 
2. He faith in the preſent Caſe of Conformity.there is nothing but 
what the Law-givers did foreſee and provide againſt : To prove this: 
he repeats ſome words of the Act, which ſay, Nothing condaceth more 
ro the Peace of the Nation; Honour of Religion and Propacation thereof, 
than an unroerſal Agreement in the publick Worſhip of God: "and tothar- - 
end, in the next Paragraph of the Act, it-isenatted, That all and fin- 
gular Miniſters in any place of publick Worſhip, ſhall be bound to ſay and uſe 
the Morning and Evening Prayer, Aaminiſt/ation- of both Sacraments, and 
CG l all 
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all other publick; Prayers in ſuch Order and Form as is meiitioned- in the 
| faid Book; and that Morning and Evening Prayers be openly and ſolennly 
read, wore} $5 
Here are only general Words enjoyning: the uſe of the Book, but. 
not the exatt, conſtant, ſtrift uſe of it at all times, and of every thing 
therein, wich our kind and merciful Friend would impoſe upon us as 
the true and genuine: Sence. The” Mia, 
And our Promiſe in the Declaration again{ttaking Arms againſt the 
King: Ard that I will conform 70 the Luurgy ef the Church of England 
as it is now eſtabliſhed; is alſo, a general Promiſe, ard -who but the 
Law-glvers can make the meaning of it to be, an exact, ſtrict, conſtant, 
cloſe Conformity ? which I queſtion whether any Man. ever did ar all 
times, no not the Preacher himſelf, pexform,but might difconform by 
over-doing. - There is another general Word, we ganfept tothe. /e. 
of allthings ; but exactly, ſtrictly, conſtantly, maſt Ge the Addition 
of him, who hath no Authority either to add or interpret,” it being a 
Rule in the Law, 1nterpretatio ad ezim ſpettat, qui condere poteſt.» Philip 
Decius de Regulis Furis. > I-20! 413% 4,4 
. "To conclude this Particular; I make bold to ask any;Man, - x.,Did 
- the Law-givers foreſee all Accidents that might happen, ang conclude- 
all Occurrences of Providence: yvithin their fore-fight;2 and to, 
an invariable Rule for all particular Times: and Occafions:? I believe 
none of our Law-givers will ſay ſo, for they know they, are but Men. 
No Law-makers, being Men, can foreſee, or ſet down all Caſes that 
may happen, faith Mr. Perkz»s. of Chriſtian Equity. 2. Did they 
foreſee that fome Miniſters cannot maintain Curats-or Readers to- 
help them ? that many Pariſhes cannot maintain, or have not a. Mi- 
niſter entire to themſelves ? that we have not Organs to make the. 
Service eaſy and delightful, as ſome have ? That in ſome Countrys, 
Pariſhes are of a large Extent, and the People cannot come together 
{o early\as in London and Market-Towns ?- that Qatechiling and- 
Preaching muſt take up time ? and foreſceing the Weakneſs and Age 
of Miniſters, that muſt do all themſelves; that many Offices of Bap-- 
tizing, Churching, Burying ( which I have known all to be perfor- 
med at one Aſſembly ) and yet require a: ſtrict, exact, conſtant Duty. 
of reading all,” and every word ? Did they foreſee, that if the Word 
be not conſtantly and duly preached, the greateſt part. of our People. 
will not come to Church, ſome thinking they may be. idle and lazy 
as well- as their Miniſters-; and others will go where they may hear. 
and profit ; and for all this, did they require a ſtri:t, conſtant, exact 
Contormity of Miniſters, notwithſtanding Age and Infirmites, s 
read, 
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read, perform all Offices, and preach beſides ? 1 will have Mercy and 
not Sacrifice, faith God'; but whet fay ſuch hard Maſters as theſe ? 
3. Did the Law-givers foreſee,that in great and crouded Churches, it 
is either impoſhble or inconvenient, and indecent, where the Faſhion is 
for Men and Women to fit promiſcuouſly in Pews, for all to kneel at 
Prayer, and' yet enjoyn them to kneel at the Confeſſion, Abſo- 
lution, . and Lord's Prayer ? &c. Did they foreſee that Deacons do 
baptize, 'and' yet ſay in the Margin of that Book, ere let the Prieft 
make the ſign of the Croſs ? If there be no Equity of ConttruCtion, a 
Deacon cannot lawfully uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm. 4. Did they fore- 
ſee the Reſolution of the Dillenters to pertiit ? the great Danger to 
the Proteſtant Religion by our Diviſions, and Penal Proſecutions of 
them 2? (of which the Papiſts have made great Advantage) and for 
all this enjoin a ſtridt, conſtant Conformity, or Excommunications, 
and Writs, de capiendo ? &c. I might add more Queries, but I proceed 
to his Reſerve. 

This Reverend Man thought there was ſtrength enough in his 
main Body of Arguments to bear down the whole Force of the feeble 
moderate Party. But to make all ſure, he hath placed two Reſerves, 
the Power of the King in his Declaration, to ſtand to the Act of Uni- 
formity, Arno 1662. and the other, the Power of the Hoaſe of 
Commons Vote, of Feb. 15. 1662. to grant no Indulgence to the 
Diſlenters from the ACt of Unitorn ity. 

Now againſt this Reſerve, we are not afraid to come out with as 
great an Authority as he argues under; and we think, we have the 
better, becauſe it is a later, and the fruitof twelve Years Experi- 
ence. See the Kings Declaration of Indulgence of /A4arch 15. 1672. 
And againit the Vote of the Commons, of Feb. 15. 1662. we will op- 
poſe more than one Vote; even a Bill brouzht into the Houſe of 
Lords from the Commons in Favour of Proteſtant Diſſenters : After 
that his Majeſty had cancelled his Declaration of Indulgence, which 
Bill had certainly paſled, bur for want of Time ; the Parliament be- 
ing prorogued t1ll Oftober 27. 1673, before it paifed the Lords, as it 
certainly would have done; the Biſhops then joyning with the Tem- 
poral Lords, and were willing to take away the Aſſent and Conſent, 
and Renunciation of the Covenant. 

A Bill in 1673. in favour of Proteſtant Diſſenters is of greater 
Authority, and we ſuppoſe built upon greater Reaſons, than a Vote 
againſt Indulgence in 1662. We might tell you of a Bill for uniting 
Proteſtant Diſlenters, read December 21. 1680. and other Votes ; 


but it ſhall ſuffice to have overmatched a Vote of that ſame Houſe of 
3 : Commons 
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\Commons in its yourger days, 1662. by- a Bill of: the ſame, Houſe 
1n its riper Age, 1673.. {And now, if I thought this arguipg but.in this 
Point, unconvincing Preacher could  anfiver. me, I woukd intreat his 
Favour to ask him whether the Law-givers of this Act did foreſee and 
provide againſt a Change of ther own Thoughts and Reſolutions in 
reference to this very Caſe ? And then, whether we are to take the 
ſence and meaning of the Law-giver from his firſt, or from his la{t 
and. matureſt Thaughts and Declaration. ? But if they had remained 
unaltered ; the Words of the Act, and our Declaration and Sub- 
fcription, being general, and not limited by any after-Dectzration of 
the ſame Power, for a rigid Conſtruction, we are inclined to interpret 
them with the Equity, and Moderation of a known Rule of Law. 
Benigmor Interpretatio ſemper capienda eft. Phil. Dec. de Reg. Fur. 

I havenow done what I deſigned,and taking the defenſive Part,Ffhall 
not purſue the Learned; Preacher through the relt of this branch of the 
Uſe, wherein he ſpeaks more of himfelf, than he doth ro his Auditory, 
of any Duty that concerns them ; but had rather follow him a thou- 
fand Paces in the Practice of the Chriſtian Duty of honeſt Moderati- 
on, than give him one Contradiftion. And I do again profeſs; that 
I am extreamly ſorry there is ſo much matter of juſt Offence given in 
a Sermon, and from ſuch Deductions of Application, more ſuited to 
the Times than the Text ; wherein two ſorts of Men are marked with 
a black Coal, the profeſt Diſſenter, and the Viper, as the Moderate 
Conformilt is called by this Brother. But if it be ſo great a Crime to 
be a Diſſenter and a Nonconformiſt ? Who are they who are molt 
guilty of making Diſſenters ? They who urge a Senſe of Conformity 
more rigorous than the Law ? Or, they who give a moderate Ex- 

- Poſition of general Terms? And who. are they who do the beſt 
Service to the Church, they who by Chriſtian Moderation bring them 
iny- or they who keep them out, and will not give them the leaſt Har- 
bour within their Church-Dodrs, but beat them out with opprobri- 
ous, reproachful Gairds ? 

L do obſerve, that Reverend Mr.-Baxter doth often give the rigid: 
and milder Sence of what 15 required by Law, and the Nonconfor- 
miſt, taking the words in the rigid Sence, cannot conform. Plea for 
the Nonconf. Sect. 9g. We are ſure then Moderation doth not keep 
out, nor make the Breach —. And having faid thus much by way of 
Vindication, we plead not guilty ; and taking Conformity in the 
whole Latitude for Soundeſs of Doctrine, Hohinefs of Converſation, 
for ſerious, ard reverent, ard. rubrical Order in Worſhip, We are 
ready to endure a Trial at any time, and they who condemn and 

arraign 
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-arralgn the Moderate Conformiſt, +do at the ſame time condemn the 
Governours' of the Church for a very: ſupine Moderation towards 
us, and drowzy. Negligence, in not ſaving the Church from the 
Moles and Vipers, by executing the Laws upon us, if we are ſuch 


Offenders. 
SECT. III. 


I have now done with one Part of our Vindication from tlie Im- 
putations thrown upon us on one fide : we are obnoxious to many 
{ſevere Cenſures from another ſide, from many of our Dillenting. 
Brethren, who wonder how - we can do many things-which they can- 
not, and for not doing them, have ſuiiered for many Years to great 
Loſs ard Hardſhip. It will be recefſary to ſay ſomething by way of ' 
Apology to them ; which 1s the ſecond Part of our 'Virdication. 


Two things are moſt commonly objected againlt us. 


1. The love of the World.” 
2. Fhat we by cur Conformity have left the Nonconformilt Bre- 


thren under the Cenfure and il] Character of Factious and Obſtinate 
Men, and have made them the leſs to be pitied in their Sufferings, 
and their way of return to the Service of the Church as narrow and 


ſtrait as it was at firſt. 


To the firſt we ſay, That thoſe Brethren that cenſure us, onght to 
keep out of the Seat of Judgment ; and that every Man's Motive is 
known to Ged, and ſhonld be obſerved by his own Conſcience, and 
its Sentence artended to, either for Repentance, or for Peace, We 
' make no Apology for any Corruption of Mind, or Afection. But we 
hope that many have been -carried upon purer Mytives. 

To the ſecond we can ſay, and we profeſs, That we have taſted 
of their Cup, and it hath been grievous to-us, to be ſeparated from 
our Brethren and Fellow-Labourers in the Lord ;- ard arc ſure that 
many of them are glad that good Men have conformed, and ſay, as 
fome old Nonconformiſts have ſaid, If good- Men did not conform, 
That world become of the Church of Ged? The witer, and holier, and- 
moderate part of our Brethren have been, and are the more charita- 
ble in their Cenſures of us, and have contributed: much to our En- 
couragement, and are comforted to {ce. the common Salvation pro- 
moted by any hand, and the Truths of the Goſpel with a good Con- 
verſation maintained and kept alive. Ard we. do alſo proceſs, it is 
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 mnore gricyous t1 us to be judged*of rhem that are Ore iz Chriſt, than 
L2 be reproached by others of a common or worldly Spirit. ' And: it 
15 one part of the great Unhappineſs of our conſtrained and neceſlita- 
ted Separation into two Ways, that our mutual Confidence, Acquain- 
tance, and Communication hattr ſuſered a diminution by it. But if 
ve have with ſatisfation to our Conſciences conformed, there are 
great Reaſons why we ſhould, yea, more, we ought to put the moſt 
candid Interpretation upon the Laws and Terms of our Admillion, 
that they are capable of, and abate the Rigors of a private Judg- 
ment as much as may be, for Peace and Communion in Society. And 
onr Reaſons for our Conformity are theſe : 

1. Weare called to an Office which we muſt perform and diſcharge, 
as thoſe that ſhall give an Account to Chriſt at his appearing. 

2. Wecannot execute this Oihce with freedom, except we come 
up to the Legal Terms. 

3. We cannot but eſteem it an unvaluable Mercy, that the Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Religon is eſtabliſhed by a Temporal Law. 

4. It is meet that we ſubmit to ſome Teſt, by which our Governors 
that protect Religion, may have ſome reaſonable confidence that we 
will betrueto1t ; and according to the Nature and Ule of the Things 
required, we make a difference between one and another of them ; 
and with a conſtruCtion of Chariry, which thinketh no Evil, we will 
take the Things in the moſt favourable ſence. 

5. We muſt labour as much as poſſibly we can to ſpread, diffuſe, 
and ſow the Word of Grace, that trne Chriſtianity, irs Truth, Faith, 
Power, and Savour may become National ; that every Corner of the 
Land may be filled with the Knowledg of the Lord. 

6. To this end Parochial Limitations do much conduce, (wiſhing 
ſuch a Diviſion mi2ht bz made every where, more conducible to that 
great End; or that more Minitters, with comfortable Maintenance, 
mizht be placed, according to the moving aad extrem2 Necellity of 

'a Multirude of Souls) ; and as Parochial Bounds do much ſerve to 
bring the Knowledg of the Goſpel to particular Families and Perſons, 
ſoa Legal Maintenance 1s neceilary. 

7. It there were not Parochial Miniſters and Miniſtrations, what 
wonld become of vaſt Numbers of precious Souls, even the fargreater 
Number of Souls in the Kingdom ? 

That this Conſideration may be the more obyious and apparent, 
and convincing upon their Minds who differ from ys, 1 will tpread it 
abroad, and lay it open in ſome Perticulars. 


(1.) The 
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'.--(1.) The far greater Number of the Nation are (I think ) bap- 
\tized-; they are baptized into Chriſt, entred and admitted into Co- 
venant: with God by Baptiſm, and theſe are to be inſtructed in the 
Duties of a People in Covenant, and trained up into Meetneſs for the 
Privileges of that Covenant-State. The placing of Miniſters fitted 
for this Work, to take care of the Education of Sauls in the Chrifti- 
an. Faith, and Way of the Lord, is as neceſſary, as the placing and 
fixing of School-Maſters in particular Schools. And how the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt can be bred and brought up in a better, or ſo likely a 
way, 1s not obvious to our Underitandings. 4p 

(2.) Tho the Relation of Paſtor and Flock is not founded on Right 
of Patronage. and Epiſcopal Inſtitution and Induttion; yet a Paſtor ſo 
legally ſent,is obliged in Conſcience to the overſight of the Souls of that 
People, and to exerciſe that Office:to which he is called and engaged 
towards that particularPeople; and by his fixedneſs among them, he 
hath the opportunity and advantage of doing more good upon them, 
than if he were an ambulatory Preacher ; and People have the great 
Convenience of ACceſs to him 1n all Caſes, for Inſtruction, and ſpiri- 
tual Good, .( if they werediſpoſ&d ) yea far more than if he did, ' 
as fome Phyſicians and Lawyers do, that keep Markets and Market- 
Days, which would be liker an occaſional or neceſſary Viſit, than a 
careful Inſpettion of a Watchman. 

(3-) He that reſides upon his Charge, hath the advantage of 
quiet and conſtant Studies, continual Employment, and may know 
the State of the Flock, and what manner of Preaching, and what 
'SubjeCfts are moſt like to do them good, to do them the moſt and the 
greateſt Good ; and by a perſonal knowledg of the Congreeation, 
Diſcipline may be more duly adminiſtred. FM 

(4) And not to multiply Arguments in ſo plain a Caſe, if we take 
a view of the great Diverſity of People in the Land, Diviſions would 
multiply, Prophaneneſs and Barbarity, Tares and wild Grapzs would 
in a ſhort time over-run the Field and Vineyard, if there were not 
able and faithful Parochial Paſtors. Let us obſerve, 1. The great 
Numbers of thoſe who ar? perſuaded of this Way of Worſhip, that 
it is not only lawfal,, but acceptable to God, and fafe and proiitable 
to them ; why ſhould not care be taken of them, thaz they may en- 
joy the Liberty of their Judgment, and be provided for. 2. Here 
are thoſe who are educated in this Way, to mhorv it is become famili- 
ar, and who are prejudiced againſt other Ways, with which they a: e 
unacquainted : If reſpect were not had to theſe, they would ſuftcr 


Loſs, and be in danger of Temptation and Seduttion. 3.. Here arc 
Q):. 
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O how many grofly ignorant, prophane, ſtupid, negligent ! ard 
theſe would yet degenerate into a worſe kind of Men than now: they 
are, as bad as they are, if there were not a Face, Profeſſion,” and Ex- 
erciſe of Religion maintained among them. Fear, Shame, Cuſtom, 
Conſcience, Conformity to others, do ſometimes bring theſe to fit 
under God's Ordinances, which may be ſucceſsful upon them, to work 
'them 'to ſome Knowledg of God, and Eternal Life by Chritt,. and 
to keep them in Awe of God, from running out into Paganifm,' or 
brutiſh Atheiſm. But if there were no Inſpection or Care taken of 
them, they would grow more careleſs of God and themſelves, and 
plead the Negligence of Miniſters, for their groſs: Negligence of 
themſelves, and the Things of God. They little care what -be- 
comes of them already. and retain but a little-.ſenfe of God ' and 
Godlinefs now ; but they would quickly throw off all, if they yere 
left out of the Miniſterial Care. 4- Here are many young and aged, 
weak, impotent, lame, ſickly, that cannot go abroad to feek the 
Bread of Life ; if it were not brought to them, they would alſo pe- 
Tiſh. 5- Here are many (tho alas too few ) ſober, awakened, care- 
ful, diligent, and holy Souls, both weak, and confirmed in this Way, 
that would ſuffer great Loſs, make lefs proficiency, decay and lan- 
guiſh, and be in danger of Temptations peculiar to them, if the 
Lord's Day were not conſtantly ſpent, and each part of it filled up 
with Ordinances, at a convenient diſtance from them, or nearneſs to 
them. hs 

And to make this Diſtribution and Diſtinction of Perſons within 
theſe Bounds, argumentative and concluſive, 1 mult add, Ther if 
wiſe, Orthodox, able, skilful, diligent, painful Miniſters, which 1 
take the mdderate Divines of this Church to be, had not, and did not 
conform, in what a broken, divided, confuſed State had we been 
many Years ago ! Forin thedark, miſtaking, and divided Condit 
on of the Nation, Men that ſtudy and maintain the Doctrines accor- 
ding to Godlinefs, that preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus, that diitin- 
guiih between Eſſentials and Accidentals, between Fundamentals and 
Ornamentals ; that lay the greateſt weight upon Foundations and 
Necellaries; that preſs th&weighty Matters of the great Command- 
ments with greateſt urgency, and hang the Garni{h upon their proper 
Pins, provide ſolid Food for hungry and found Hearts, and keep the ' 
Family beſt rogether ; theſe are the Men that draw others in, and 
keep them in that are brought in. Extremes would never ſtand fo 
zigh as they-do, if Moderation did not come between them, There 
are L0 Men ſo fit to ſtate our Controyerlies, none fo fit to give every 
Truth 
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_ Truth its own place, as Men of Inquiſitiveneſsand Temper ; None 

can better take in, or caſt out, try'and weigh Gold, and make Al- 
lowances, than they : They give to. God the Things thar are God's ; 
to Ceſar, the Things that are Ce/ar's; to Paſtors, the Things that 
are Paſtors ; and to People and Flacks; the Things that are theirs. 
They can diſtinguiſh between Enemies and Friends ; rhalntain a Chri- 
ſtian, neceſſary Oppolition againſt the Enemies, that they may not 
{poll us, and take from us what we are entruſted to maintain and 
keep 4 and make Accommodation between miſtaking and ſuſpicious 
Friends, | 

All kind of good Qualities and Graces meet in the moſt conſidera- 
ble degree in the truly moderate : They follow not Copies, but Q- 
riginals, look into Things themſelves, and gaze not upon Images till 
they dote upon them; form a Judgment upon the diſquiſitions of 
Reaſon, take the true Meaſures, as far as they can attain, of Things 
and Perſons, and keep the Rule of right-judging : Their Wiſdom 
and Experience procures a candid Reſpect to their Judgment and Ex- 
ample, yea, even to their tolerable, and by them unavoidable Miſ- 
takes. They who walk in the Way of God, chuſe to follow them, 
becauſe they lead by a double Light, the one of ſound Doctrine, the 
other of holy Example. And if any Men in the World can allure and 
draw, convince and ſatisfy Men of other Minds, they are the Men 
who are endued with that Gift ; for they move upon the weight of 
Reaſon, and perſuade with Aﬀection. All that are truly pious are 
drawn and allied to them by their Piety, or comprehended in their 
Charity : They can keep pace with the Strong, and yet are careful 
not. to leave the Weak behind. | 

The moderate Man accommodates and ſuits himſelf to all, not by 
a {ervile Flattery, or affeftation of Popularity, but by, an imitation 
of God, who doth good to all, and an equaldiſtribution of juſt pro- 
portion of Honour and Duty, of Kindneſs and Charity to every 
Man. Ine word, his Aims are hizh to bring Glory to God, his En- 
- deavorrs are conſtant, his Submiſſions to God's Teaching and Wu 
are humble and ſubordinate ; he takes and follows one Rule for him- 
{elf and others ; he labours to bring the Irregular to that Rule, and to 
keep them to it, that delire to walk by it. He values what and 
whom others diſeſteem; he keeps what others throw away, and 
regains what others loſe. He is neither -too hot for others to touch, 
nor. 200 high for others to reach, but the Seryant , of all, to gain the 
more. * He is the fitteſt Man in the World to ſet Things right that are 


amiſs, and to keep Things right that are ſo. No Man can ſooner ſee 
Rn an 
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an Error, nor pardon it ; no-Man ſtudies more to magnify God, and 
Chriſt, and his Office,, and 'tor nullify Idols, and Images, and Fan-- 
cles ; no Man more ſteady'to- Things immoveable ; no Man' ſooner. 
drawnto change imutahles upon great;Reaſons;to preſerve immovables; 
no Man more fet to gain Chriſt to himſeli, and Souls to Chriſt ; no 
Man hath teſs to ſay: for little Things by way of Contention, and no 
Man can ſay more tor them in Reaſon and Argument, nor more for 
great Things ; no Man ealter perſuaded to Peace than he: no Man 
more perſuaſive: to reconctle-Man to God, through the [Reconciler: 
Chriſt, nor to reconcile Men to Men, or Chriſtians to Chriſtians: 
Had not he conforined, many would not, that have. Ard if the 
Extremes of Conformity and Nonconformity abate and meet, or en-- 
dure one another in the ſame Nation, they muſt come down and up 
ro Moderation; both Extremes muſt be bent intoa-Ring of Compre- 
henſion and' Unity, by Moderation. | 5 


SECT. IV. 


And ſince moderate Men have conformed, there is very great Rea- 
ſon why they ſhould retain and exerciſe this Moderation towards all 
Men, even towards them that dillent from-them, on every ſide. And: 
I will aſſign, firſt, general Reaſons, and then more particular,fitted-to 
the ſeveral Parties that are among us. ' 


Firſt, the general Reaſons are of theſe many kinds :- 


1. Becauſe we are Chriſtians, under a particular Obligation to this 
Duty,. Let your Moderation be known to all Xn, urged by a mighty 
Reaſon, The Lord « at band., = 

2. Becauſe we are Chriſtians, we ſhould form our Converſation 
according to the Pattern of our heavenly Father, and bleſled Savi- 
our, who governs and keeps the World: and. Church. together by. 
Moderation. | | 

3. Becauſe over and above the goodneſs of Nature; we are obliged 
to put on Chriſt, and to walk inthe Spirit, which isa Spirit of Grace, 
and whoſe Fruits are, Love, Foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentlenefs, 
Gooaneff, Faith, Meekyeſs, Temperance. 
| 4+» Becaufe we are under the Government of Chriſt our King, and 


bis holy Spirit, by his holy and good Laws; and therefore we. ought - 


to be the moſt exaCtly governed Perſons in the World; and being ſo, 
we are not only to "refrain from the Irregularities and. Excelles of 
| | | our 


\ 
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-vur Thoughts 'and Paſſions, Words and Actions, 'but to be and act 


conformable to the very Image and Example of Chriſt ;/and being fo 


governed, we exerciſe a Temper towards all Men, in all Things. 


5. Becauſe we are to fave and order our ſelves, to gain others to 
what:s good, and to keep humane and Chriſtian Society together, in 
Love, Righteouſneſs and Peace, which will fall to pieces, except kept 
together by Temper and Moderation. - 

6. Becauſe the moſt wiſe and experienced, the moſt-pious and lear- 
ned, the beſt-acquainted with God, his Laws, his Ways; the beſt- 
acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, and make 
the beſt uſe of it, with humane Nature, and its Welfare and Go- 
vernment ; the moſt publick Spirits, and beſt Men, have been the moſt 


moderate. 


Theſe are ſome of the general Reaſons; the particular Reaſons 
are many, with regard to particular Perſons, of differing Per- 


ſuaſions. 


1, Becauſe we are but Diſciples and Learners, in an imperfect 
Light, and that Light diffuſed and communicated to others, as well 
as tO our ſelves, we cannot enquire and ſearch, nor find out and re- 
tain the Truth, without a Temper of Humility in our Enquiries, 
and of Zeal and Lovein our Acquiſitions of the Truth z and we muft 
know, that others have their ſhare of Reaſon and Light, as well 


4S WC. 


2. Becauſe we muſt acknowledg any Spark of Light and Truth, 
ſhining inthe Arguings and Tenets of others, and muſt be ready to 


' Cloſe in with Truth where-ever we find it; and to perſuade,or be per- 


ſuaded, that we may cloſe, or bring others to a Cloſure with the uni- 
verſal Truth, whichcan never be without Moderation of judging 
of our ſelves and others. Hence we are to ſhew our Moderation, 
(1.) Towards our Enemies (I wiſh we could give them another 
Name ) of the Popiſh Church: 1. In a modeſt Inveſtigation into 
Matters of Difference. 2. A juſt State of Queſtions. 3. A rational 
divine Propoſal of Arguments, both offenſive and defenſive, drawn 
from the Light of Nature and Scripture. 4. That we may convince 
them, that we are not againſt them out of Oppoſition and Fattion, 
but becauſe we cannot part with Truth, nor ſubſcribe to, nor enter- 
tain their Errors ; we will acknowledg any Truth that is profeſſed a- 


- mong them. 5. We would live in the Exerciſe of Holineſs, Love, 


Peace, and Ferbearance, as far as we can with ſafety to our Souls, 
J | H 2 and 
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andthe Soutx'of others, as far as we can with Tafety . to our Lives, 
.(2-) Towards other. Dilſenrers we exerciſe Moderation, r. Be- 
cauſt we agree not only in Fundamentals of Religion and Govern- 
ment, bat in the necefſary AdjunCcts of Worſhip, and Defign of ad- 
vancing our Chriſtianity 'in Doftrine, - Heart, - and (Converſation. 
2. Becauſe there are among them Men that are ftrong,! and of 'great 
 Attainments, and” they have Reaſon to :fattsfy:them, 'as we have to 
fatisfy us. : We had rather cloſe, than pereinprority infiſt upon oppo- 
ſite Reaſonings, as knowing it is a great Duty to communicate toge- 
ther, to love, and fotbear one another. 3: Becauſe there are alſo 
-fach as are weak, and-we can neyer inſtruft, convince, and perſuade 
them but by Moderation, allowing them time to think of Things, as 
well as propoſing to them what is fit to be thought upon. In a word, 
the Matters in Cortroverſy are leſs and fewer than the Points of A- 
greement; we had rather cloſe in the greater, than break for the 
{maller, which are Things in which we ought to ſhew our Mode- 
ration. 


SECT. V. 


7. Becauſe they are Matfers of great Difficulty, determinable on- 
ly by exaCt Prudence, in a due obſervation of a great variety of Cir- 
'cumſtances, which do much change the Countenance of Things. 

- 2- Becauſe they are Matters of Controverſy between ſtudious, wiſe, 
and ptous Men. 

3. Becauſe they are in themſelves Matters of fmall moment, ſome 
"of them being but Hay and Stubble, in compariſon of the Foundati- 
on, or of Gold and Silver ; but int and Anniſe, in compariſon of 
the weeghtier Matters of the Law. 

- v2. Becauſe they are Matters of Chriſtian Liberty. 

5. Becauſe they are Matters-that occalion too much Scandal ; they 
who do them, offend the Weak that fcruple them 3 and they who o- 
mit orrefuſe them, oficnd them that require them. And ſuppoſe that 
fome that are now weak, may out-grow the weakneſs of Under- 
ſtanding and Judgment, yet there is a Succeſſion of weak Ones, fol- 
4owirg cne another, of Babes that have need of Milk ; and by conſe- 
quence there muſt be a continual Exerciſe of Moderation and Conde- 
fcenſion. * 

6. We cannot deny them the Benefit of our Moderation, becauſe 
there are matters of as great, and greater moment to the yo and 

onour 
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-Honour of Religion paſſed over, or not puniſhed in ſome that 
are moſt ayerſe from them, as any thing which they hold and inſiſt 
upon, and make the reafon of their diſſent from us. 

7. If there be any Pity in us to poor erring Souls, we muſt ſhew it 
in Moderation ; Know we not that we our ſclves are ſubject to Er- 
rours ? That many err unwillingly ? that all have not a Capacity to 
judg ? nor means and leiſure to be inform'd ? that many zre pre- 

-poflefled, prejudiced, melancholy, overturn'd by Paſſions ? Do not 
we know the power of a ſcrupulous Conſcience ? That there may be 

- Honeſty of Heart in loving God and Holineſs, in hating Sin, and deſi- 
ring to pleaſe God in his Worſhip, that cannot diſpute, nor under- 
ſtand an Argument,nor our DiſtinCtions ? How can weſave ſome with 
Fear. -making a Difference, but by Moderation ? © how merciful and 
indulgent is our Heavenly Father to many weak, froward, pettiſh.,, 
complaining, ſickly, ſtaggering Children ! And ſhould not we be like 
him ! If we cannot convince them by clear, and to us fati:zfying Rea- 

ſons,by Love and Beneficence, by all Courteſy and Endearments, by 
Painfulneſs in our Callings, commending our ſelves to every Man's. 
Conſcience 1n the ſight of God, by Holineſs, and Exemplary Lives, 
weare ata loſs; the Weapons of our Warfare veing only ſpiritual : 
we will commend them heartily to God, and if we cannot gain them, 
we will be very careful to give them no juſt cauſe to depart from us.. 
by denying any thing within our Power to grant them. 

8. There are not many things of which moſt Men can be very con- 
fident ; and one great and common cauſe of Confidence, is their 
abounding in their own ſence, and not knowing what contrary'Par- 
ties can ſay for their Perſualions : There ts hardly any matter of 
Controverſy between the Conformiſt and Nonconformilt ; but there 
are different Thoughts of the very ſamethings among Conformitſts. 
themſelves : there is good reaſon therefore why we ſhould be ſober 
and modeſt, which are ſome ſome of the Vertnes that Moderation is 
exerciſed in. 

9. On the other hand, we are ſenſible, that Obedience, Peace, 
Order and Uniformity are great things; and on the other hand, I 
think no Man can think that the things, which.are the Inſtances of 
Obedience, which are ſaid often to be things indifferent, to be under- 
valued. If ſay the harm and danger of precious Soals, are of far 
greater Conſideration. If we think then, that if Authority think fit to 
{ilence the Controverſy by the removing the matters of thoſe things, 
not good, or neceſſary in themſelves,thar the Salvation of precious Souls 
may not be obſtructed by a rigorous exaftingof them : We gps A: 
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.moderate Eſtimation of themif we think them of leſs mament than the 
Good or Evil to Souls for whom Chriſt died. Better the Controverſies 
were buried, than that Souls ſhould be endangered to periſh for them. 
And though touch not, taſte not, handle not, a needleſs Scrupuloſity, 
Shineſs and Diſpleaſure againſt them,be the cauſe of Irregularity ; yet 
it muſt be acknowledged that a Zeal for Ordinances, without unneſſa- 
1y Rites, is laudable, and a Zeal againſt Rites 1s not ſo much to be 
| blam*®d.,as the Evil to be fear*d on the other 

See Mr. Bold's Plea hand, to thoſe many erring and ſuperſtiti- 
for Moderation, ſadly and ous Souls, that think Ordinances are not 
snzenuouſly ſpeaking his Ordinances without them. We cannot 
own Experience, P. 14. Trhetoricate upon them as ſome Men do, 

that they are Helps and Ornaments to Devo- 
t:on, that they are edifying in their Nature and Uſe ;; for if ſo, they 
are neceſſary, and the Ordinances are maim'd when they are taken 
of We know no Inconvenience or Dammage, but Good to have 
followed the Abolition of many Ceremonies formerly in uſe, for 
ſome of which as much may be ſaid as for theſe in uſe. And two 
things prevailed upon our Reformers to lay. them aſide : 1. Their 
Multitude : 2. And principally, becauſe they were abuſed by the Syu- 
perſtitious Blindneſs of the rude and unlearned ; and partly by the 
inſatiable Avarice of ſuch as ſought more their own Lucre than the 
Glory of God ; that the *Abuſes could not well be taken away, the things re- 
.-maining ſtill. Of Ceremonies, why ſome be aboliſhed, &c. 

We have not omitted to inſtruct our People in theſe things, and 
yet many attribute too much to them ( and thoſe that look upon 
them as they are in their nature and uſe, cannot be ſtiff for them : ) 
there is as great Reaſon to forbear them that ſcruple them, as them 
that are too fond of them, not to ſay too ſuperſtitious ; to the one 
they are a Stone of ſtumbling, to the other they are a part of the 
Building. And ſetting aſide the Authority which commands them, 
and may withdraw thoſe Commands without detriment to Religion 
they who ſay the Ordinances had them not, have as much at leaſt to 
ſay againſt them, as they «have, who cannot be without them. We 
are indulgent to theſe, who err from the Doctrine of the Church 
concerning them ; as obedient Children,we do heartily wiſh we could 
be as indulgent to thoſe who are of a different Mind, and as far as we 
may, and in ſome things we may be tender towards them, we can- 
not.but we muſt uſe an honelt Moderation, | 
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SE CT. VI. 


And ifit were not that we are to ſhew our Moderation to Al! Menyve: 
could not forbear Complaints and deep Reſentments of the Carriage 
of our Conforming: Brethren, who in many Sermons and Printed 
Diſcourfes, do repreſent us as if we were a dangerous ſort of Men, 
to Church ard State. We are not 1nſenlible of the things in which 
we cannot, and therefore have not concurred with them, which may 
give them Offence. We have not declined,when we had occaſion and 
opportunity, to give our Reaſons for our forbearing, or refuling to 
make up the number with them, with which we are ſtill ſatisfied, 
and never ſaw any Reaſon to change our Judgments, and to give us 
cauſe to repent, as for an Omiſſion of any Duty. But we will ſted- 
faſtly ſhew a Moderation of Meekneſs and Patience, and bear what's 
fit for us to bear. We will not make our loud Complaints under the 
many Cenſures, Repreſentations, and MiſconſtruCtions that are 
thrown upon us ;, for indeed they are but a bundle of Sticks and not 
of Rods ; and by our Moderation we will pile and bundle them, as 
Protogoras did his bundle of Sticks, ſo handſomly, that they will be 
lighter by their bundling up. But why we ſhould be miſrepreſented 
to the World we can ſee no cauſe, but what calls for our Commiſera- 
tion. It is ſome kind of Surprize to ns to read and: hear in publick 
what hath not been as much as whiſpered to us in private. 

And before, we are told of Offences in private, and. before the 
Church be told of us, to tell of us to the Magiſtrate-and*to the World, 
is not regular nor friendly. To declaim againſt. us for Moderation, 
truly ſo called, would be to commend” us to the World and.to good; 
Men. But then that we may firſt dy and.ſtink before we come to be for- 
mally proſecuted, that we may be ſuſpected and then hated, andthen, 
uſed we know not how. (nor we know not-why) we are-painted in the 
Colours of the fowleſt Fellow: in the Dock. But we are ſure this 
Paint will not endure the Fire ; not this Oratory to be takenfor Evi-- 
dence, before a juſt Tribunal : Neither can we ſee ſuch Propenfity in. 
ſo many Men to fall in love with Moderation, that there 1s ſome need. 
to-paint her as an odious Creature, to take them off. The Charge: 
againſt Moderate - Men, conſiſts of. many Articles, to all which we- 


make a>ſhort Defence. 


1. We have given Legal Security to our Govyernours in. Chitrchi. 


and State.. 
2,. We 
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2. Weendeayour to perform all Duties without Offence. 

3. Our Moderation is our Conformity to Chriſt, and his Goſpel, 
to the Doctrine of this Church. 

: 4- As the Law 'is our Rule, fo it is our Security, and we reſt un- 
cT It. 

5. When we ſhall ſtand in need of Favour, we will thankfully ac- 
cept it, but think it our Duty ſo to live, and carry our ſelves, as little 
as may be not to need it, though we know, Nullum Ingenium placuit 
fone Venid, 

6. Weare Strangers to that part of Hiſtory, which preſerves the 
Memory of Miſchiefs or Ruine, brought either to Kingd oms or Chur- 
ches, by Moderation, or Moderate Men : We are utter Strangers to 
any undermining Practices ; and if our Words be not taken, we can 
endure a Trial, and therefore know no reaſon for this giving notice 
to the Magiſtrate, or the World, to beware of Moderate Men. We 
never heard that ſitting even, ever overthrew the Boat. But on the 
other hand, we know what Moderate Men have done to ſettle, com- 
poſe, reform, to preſerve States and Churches. 

7. Our Government is juſtly celebrated for its admirable Temper 
and Moderation : Certainly Moderate Men are never like to over- 
throw that which comes ſo near their own Temper : and if its Peace 
be ever diſturbed or broken, it cannot be by them who are Men of 
Peace, as all Moderate Men are. The moſt we can deſire, is a pru- 
dent Accommodation of ſome Laws to the preſent Age, and the 
Neceſlities thereof, as our fore-Fathers did to their Times upon no 
better Reaſons ; for we know no ſtanding Rules for Perpetuity, but 
thoſe of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. 


SECT. VII. 


If there be any Vertue, if any Praiſe, we ſhould ſtudy, think upon, 
acquire and exerciſe Moderation. I ſhall not diſcufs whether Mode- 
ration be a ſingle Vertue, or a Cluſter of Vertues ? whether it be a 
Grace adorning the Chriſtian Court-? or, rather a Queen that go- 
verns and imploys other Graces in their ſeveral Services and Offices ? 
We are ſure that Mankind was firit ſpared, and afterwards reſtored, 
and ever fince governed by Divine Moderation. Man's firſt Conſti- 
tution was tempered by Mederation : There was an Union, or a 
Combination of Heaven and Earth, of Spirit and Body, to make him 
up compleat ard perfect Man. An excellent happy Creature! Viſt- 
ble between the Creator and other Creatures in a middle ſtate of F _ 

Om 
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dom and Obedience to his Maker, and of Dominion over other Crea- 
tures, lower than Angels in reſpect of his Earthly Extraction, equal 
to Angels in reſpect of Holineſs, above Angels, becauſe of his Domi- 
nion, and Authority to ſtamp what Name he pleaſed upon the Crea- 
tures. And once more ſee the Moderation of the diſpoſal : Adam had 


the Name and ſubordinate Power, but God retained the abſolute 


Soveraignty. God had the Right to beſtow them, Adam had the uſe of 
them, becauſe he had the need, and. was to have the Comfort of 
them. | | 

Had he kept this Middle Station, he had continued happy ; but 
aſpiring to an Extream of Ambition, he fell to an extream Condition 
of Poverty and Miſery. 

In this State Goodneſs and Forbearance did firſt forbear him : 
God ſtays till the Cool of the day before fearful Adam heard his 
Voice, that he might have time to ſtudy if he could find a Remedy, 
or find ſome Shift, or lye down at the Feet of Mercy; which was not 
promiſed to him before. Infinite Mercy did interpoſe between Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice, and the inexcuſable Offender, whoſe Excuſe made 
his Caſe the fouler. 

What courſe did God take to {ave him ? He went a middle way 
by a Mediator, God and Man. Grace ſhall fave the Sinner, and Righte- 


- ouſneſs loſe nothing thereby : The Law broken ſhall be perfectly 


omg gh the Curſe ſhall be born, and taken away by him that 
are it. 

Every Man that is ſaved and called, is put into a middle State of 
Grace in this Life ; he is advanced from a Slavery to a Sonſhip, but 
a Son under Age. Now are we the Sons of God, it doth not yet appear 
what we ſhall be, . - « 

And ever lince Sin made the great and lamentable Alteration in the 

World, by bringing in Death among us ; God hath governed it by a 
glorious perfectly Divine Moderation. He governs, commands and 
judgeth by a Law that is holy, juſt and good, and ſo his Ways ate 
equal, 
I They are the beſt and happieſt Men in the World, both in them- 
ſelves and to others, that are renewed after his Image, and act ac- 
cording to his Laws in imitation of him ; and they are they who are 
the moſt moderate, that govern themſelves and govern others, or 
are governed by the Rules of Moderation. 

A Moderation of Elements and Humours makes the beſt Conſtitution 
of Bodies z Grace ard Vertue gives the beſt Temper of Soul, which 


keeps the mean between the Exceſs and Defect ; and in the State of 
I Grace 
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Grace the Exerciſe of Grace is the ſhewing of our Moderation. | 

Tiriſt, to whom all things are committed of the Father, rules his 
Church by it, and all the Members of it are to ſhew it to all Men ; 
Lo them that are without, and to them that are within. This 1s like 
the Stifneſs and Flexibleneſs of the Nerves and Arteries ; the foft and 
ſmooth Ends of the Parts and Members of the Body, where they joyn 
and meet. | 

In a word, Modcration 6 the Ballance of the Ship, and the Cement 
of the Building, the juſt Proportion of the Myſtical Body. If the 
whole Body were an Eye, where were the Hearing ? If the whole were 
Hearing, where the Smelling ? &c, But God hath ſo tempered the Body 
together thar there ſhould be no Schiſm 1n the Body. 1 Cor. 12, 17, 
24 25. EUWtxe.0.0t T2 wu, Uno quodam temperamento inter ſe con- 
Junxit, adeoq, conglutinavit : Dr, Slater in loc. All Chriſtians are joyned 
together by one Temperament,that there might be no Schiſm : that?s 
God's delign, to prevent Divitton, and caſting ovt,' or cutting off 
of Members, or any Carriage of Men of higher Gifts, to offerd, and 
neglect the inferiour and weak. And the: words of the grave and 
excellent ,4uſculus ( tn 1 ad Corrinth. C.12.v.25,) are worthy a re- 
cital.. Significat ipſyſrmum eſſe Scbifma Ectlefre, quand) membra illins ab 
bac ſunt mutua ſelicituaine aliena, quiquid tandem Verbis ac Ritibws prefi- 
tzantur, For the Unity. and Integrity of. the Church ( faith that ex- 
cellent Man ) doth not only confiſt in an outward Conformity of Re- 
ligion and Ceremonies , but alſo,yea and more,in the Conſent, Concord 
and Unity of the, Mind of Spirit,” Deryr arte e tot millibus Eccleſia 
unayin qua mitua iſt a; Membrorim eura vigiat, &. locum hot genus Schif- 
matis non babeat., quo plane Schiſmatici ſunt Eccleſiarum Capita & Preſi- 
des, quorim peitora nulla inferiorum Membrorum cura tanguntur., The 
very head of Schiſm, which divides it ſelf into ſo many Channels, 
riſes from Diſaffeftion ; and mutual Care and fellow-fecling of the 
Sufferings'of any Member, isthe Effect of this Temperament ; and the 
Cure of Schiſm is effected by the Application - and Exerciſe-of Love, 
Care and Sympathy : And the Sciiun. ſoplainly ſpoken of in 1 Cor.1 2. 
might,” one would think, come ſometimes into the Conſideration. of 
Men who inf1{t upon other Notions. | 

According to this admirable Temperament and Moderation,making 
fuch a Connexion between the Superiour and Inferiour, the ſtron- 
ger and weaker Members of this Body, hath our Saviour, the Head 
and Law-giver, made thoſe general Laws for the perpetual Govern- 
ment of his Church: And in the firſt Councel of the Apoſtles and 
Elders, they determined that Controverſy and Debate _— bread 

Terdcraeds. 


—— EE DE EEO IE ———_— RR 
- 


a Uindication of Boderate CThurch-men. 59 


Tendcrneſs and Reſpett to all the Members of the Church, not lay- 
ing any other Yoke upon the Necks of the Diſciples, than things ne- 
cellary, As 15. And the ſame Mind which was in Chriſt Jeſis 
and his Apoſtles, ſhould be in all Chriſtians, as to this very Grace 
of Moderation,and Duty of ſhewing it to al! Mer. And becauſe it is a 
. Grace which we cannot be without, and having attained it, muſt 
not conceal but ſhew it, I will detain you a lictle, while we look 
into the Text where it 1s enjoyned us, and wherein the Glory of 
Chriſt is much concerned and ſeen. In the Text Phzlp. 4. 5. the 
word in the Original T0 emeix#s, cannot be rendred by one word ; 
one word cannot hold its Signification, ſay ſome learned Men : It is ren- 
dred mitzs, equms, facilis, manſuetus, tenis laudabilis, ſedatur, meratus 
frugi, modeſtus, civilis, prelis, in Conſtantine*s Lexicon. By Chriſtian 
Expoſitors it ts rerdred, odeſtia, Moderatio, Lenitas, e/Lquitas, Hu- 
manitas, Candor, Probitas, Meekneſs, Clemency ; in our Engliſh Bi- 
bles, it is engliſhed Clemency, As 24. 4. Genteel, 1 Per. 2. 18. Gen- 
. tleneſs, Tir.3. 2. Fam. 3. 37. 2 Cor. 10. 1. Patient, 1 Tim. 3. 3. 

And to find out the meaning of the Word; Learned Men give the 
Etimology of it from £m and «10%, like, equal, even, agrecable : So 
Auſculus and Zanchy, or of *xw, cedo, to give place, or yield, as 
Zanchy and others. lt is a Word of a vaſt Extent, and a' Vertue of 
general Uſe. It is known ſometimes by its Contrary. ſometimes by 
its Company, ſometimes by the Quality of the Perſons of whom it ts . 
required, or by whomit is exerciſed, and the various Objetts upon 
whom or which it 1s acted : In a Philoſophical Sence, it is as much 
as that which 1s decent, meet, convenient ;, in a legal. it as much as 
equal, to which rigor, or exact, ſtrict, Juſtice is oppoſed, and too 
large a remitting or evacuating of the Law, and ir.1s to be ſhewed 
m the Conſtitution, Interpretation, and Adminiittration or Execu- 
tion of Laws; and It is very commonly taken in this Sence : But 
we mult ſearch for it inthe Theological or Moral Senſe of it ; and in 
the Striftneſs and Limitation of it to Chriſtians, Let your Acoderation 

' be known, and in the extent of its Object, ro all Men + which doth in- 
clude all matters and occafions of Converſation. It is here rendred 
in a Word of a large Signitication, that tignihes as much as Rule and 
Government, and the obſerving of the jvſt Mode and Mean of a 
Chriftian Carriage 3 and 1s as much as behave, carry, govern your 
felf ſo towards all Men as under the Eye, and as ready-to give - your 
account to the Lord, who K at hand to judg and reward you. 
This Moderation, Temper, or Government 1s internal and ſecret, 
or external z and that either publick or private, according to the 
7 2 Place 
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Place and Condition of the Perſon, as his Occaſions are of conver- 
ſing with all kind of Men, in ali manner of Converſation, whether 
publick or private, religious and civil. The Regulation of a Man's 
own ſelf, is pre-required to the Regulation of his Converſation to- 
wards all Men. 

It cannot be expected that I ſhould run out into a large Diſcourſe 
upon this excellent Subject. We may, with great Proht, read the 
excellent Diſcourſes of eminent Divines -upon this Text, ſuch as 
Mr. Perkins, Biſhop Reynolds, Biſhop Wilkzns, Mr. Foſeph Hill, in the 
Morning Exerciſes at Cripple-Gate, Serm. 16. And Mr. Evans, in his 
Sermon before my Lord Mayor, hath ſpoken upon ſome things very 
clearly and well. 

That which remains of my Deſign (having wip'd off the Afperſions, 
or if that be too hard a Word, and calls to mind ſome unhandſome 
Uſage, having waſhed off the Colours that made the Moderate Man 
look with a dark and doubtful Countenance, unlike himſelf 1s ro 
repreſent him, if not exactly, yet in fome of his noble and amicable 
Accompliſhments. And that we may take him right, the Copy is to 
be taken from the Divine Hand, and Pencil of the: Holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture ; for we do not now look upon him, as in a State of Nature, 
and mere ' Morality ; but of Chriſtianity and under Grace. But if 
you looked upon him in the State of Morality, you would molt ad- 
mire him of all Men in that State ; he is the faireſt of Men, among 
Men crept out of Darkneſs, and the Pit of Corruption, into a Light 
adorned and beſet with the moſt compleat Suit of Moral Vertues. 

But alas! the Moderate Chriſtian, the moſt perfet Piece of 
Grace in this Life, is but an imperfect Piece, if you turn up the 
Robe of Righteouſneſs in which hes juſtified before God, ard view 
him, as having Sin yet dwelling in him, and groaning under his Body 
of Death. And it will prove too true of the unskiltyl Hand thar re- 
preſents him, as Pliry ſaid of Painters ; Pitores pulchram abſolutamque 
faciem raro niſt in pejus effingunt. 


Firſt ; A Moderate Chriſtian is a Man renewed after the Image of 
Chriſt 3. if he is not renewed, with all his Acquiſitions and Forma- 
lities, he is but an heartleſs Image of a living }mage of his Maker. 

Hence you may underſtand that the reaſon why there are ſo many 
Exorbitancies, Extravagancies, and Exceſles among Men, is, beeauſe 
there are fo many that prove not to be real living Chriſtians; and why 
Chriſtians themſelves are defective in their Moderation, is, becauſe they 
are ſhort-ſighted, too much conceited, and not enough mortified. 

| Secondly ; 
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Secondly; He is the wiſeſt, beſt, and happieſt Man, that 1s moſt 
moderate.: The wiſeſt, becauſe beſt ; the belt,. becauſe wiſelt ; and 
the happieſt, becauſe belt and wiſeſt. | 


I. He is the wiſeſt Man ; for he is endued with the higheſt and di- 

vine Wiſdom, that which comes from above, from whence he is alſo 
born : The Wiſdom that ts from above, 1s firſt pure, then peaceable, 
Lentle, ( or moderate, the very ſame Word as in the Text) and eaſy 
ro be entreated, full of Merey and good. Fruit, withont Partiality, and 
without Hypocriſy. Jam. 3. 17. 

.2, He takes the ſureway to be wiſe :- for, 1. He goes for it where 
It is to be had, and by ſuch means as the Giver of Wiſdom doth di- 
rect him : JIf any Man lack Wiſdom, let him ask_ it of God. Heaſ- 
keth, and he receiveth. 2. He ceaſeth to be wiſe in his own Conceit, 
and becomes a Fool that he may wiſe. 3. Having obtained Wiſdom, 
he conſiders his latter End, his higheſt and chiefeſt End. and: Good, 
and all Means tending to it. . 

3. Headvanceth in his Wiſdom, 1: By Obfervationand Imitation 
of. the only wiſe God, and Chriſt, who is the Wiſdom and Power of 
God. There is a'likeneſs in his renewed Nature of the Properties and 
communicable Attributes of God : And as God doth manifelt the Glory 
of his Attributes in the Government of the World, eſpecially his 
Church and peculiar People ; ſo he is a Follower or an [mitator of 
God, Epheſ. 5.1. And he never errs, but when he deviates from his 
Example. 2. He walks by a Law, which maketh wiſe the Simple. 
|— 3+: As God is his End, and-the Law directs him to it, ſo he keeps his 
- End in his Eye. 


H. He is the beſt Man :' for altho he is defeCtive, and often out of 
Order, yet he hath, * 
Firſt; The beſt-temper's Soul of any Man.. He, hath the beſt: 
Soul ; for, 

1. He hath the beſt Mind or. Head. 

2. The beſt Will and Heart ; and by conſequence, 

3. The belt qualified AﬀeCtions-and Paſſions. 


2aly.; The moſt regulated ſenſitive Appetites. 
zaly; . And by conſequence he lives the beſt Life, and doth the moſt: 


Good in his Place and Calling. 


1. He 
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1. He harh the beſt-temper'd Soul and Spirit, for he hath the beſt 
*£ind or Head. He hath the beſt Mind, 1. For Apprehenſion. 2. Diſ- 
cretion, 3. Dijudication. For, 

(1.) He is illuminated by the Spirit in the Law, which enlizhtneth 
the Mind ; he hath an Underſtanding given him ; he perceiveth the 
Things of God. : 

(2.) He apprehending, 1. Things of a contrary Nature, as good 
and evil; 2. Things good, but in differing degrees; 3. Things of 
an indifferent Nature, capable of being- good or evil, according as 
they are uſed ; he diſcerns between Things and Things. 

(3-) By Dijudication, or an Act of Judgment, he ſeparates Things 
evil, to be rejected ; Things good, to be embraced ; Things indif- 
ferent, to be uſed or let alone, according to Uſe, End, and Cir- 
cumſtances. 

And now we may call a moderate Man, an underſtanding, difcer- 
ning, judicious Man. 

Heis judicious, and hath three ſorts of Things before him : 1. Mat- 
ters of Faith. 2. Matters of Opinion. 3. Matters of Practice. 

(1.)-In Matters of Faith, neceſlary to be believed to eternal Life, 
there is no place for Moderation, in the common ſerfte of Moderati- 
on ; for we mult earneſtly conzend for the Faith which was once delivered 
ro the Saints. 

A moderate Man, taught of Gd, is zealous in all Things which 
he ought to hold faſt ; and this Zeal in its higheft ſtrain, and adyan- 
ced, 1s but moderated and directcd according to the everlaſting” Im- 
portance of thoſe precious and necelJary Things. | 

(2.) In Matters cf Opinion, probable, but not evident, he is only 
ſtitf and zealous according to their derivation and tendency : If 
grounded upon Scripture, he is fo far zealous, as he is in love with 
the Word of Grace and Truth : If they tend to God's Glory. and 
Man's ſpiritual Good and Salvation, he is ſo far tenacious of them, as 
he apprehends their tendency to be to promote that. But he is mo- 
derate in Matters of Opinton, reconcileable to Truth, conſiſtent 
with Holineſs and Charity ; he contends not tor or againlt theſe 
Things, but with modeſty and {obriety. 


(3.) In Matters of Duty and Practice, ſuch as reſpet God and 


Man 3 theſe ltand in a c1frent degree, and according to their place 
in God's Commandment, .a moderate Man doth intend or remirt., riſe 
or fall. And all theſe Things may be Matters of Debate and: Con- 
troverſy; and in the Controver!y te makcsa Difference of, 1.Things, 

2, Pere 
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> in the World to come ; and God's Spirit convincing him of 
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2. Perſons ; and governs himſelf according to the Rule of God's 


Word, right Reaſon, and Prudence. 

2. His Head bangs not Iloofe, but his Heart and Vil 13 becoin: 
conformable to his Mind ; and f9 hits Heart and Will are made better 
by the goodneſs of iis Mind, ks Mind b-1pg enttghrned, and a Judg- 
ment pailed up2n Convictions of Good and Evil; ib he pill; the E, il, 
and wiils thz Good. He underfiands and knows what God dectar 
and pronounce ; he judgeth in himſelf according as God pronoun- 
ceth ;' and willzth and nilleth, according to his Judams nt ; and being 
obedient to his Judgment, he i; a conſciencions Man. 

And hence another true part of the Charatter of a moderate Man 
appears : 

A moderate Man 15 a true-hearted, hon: t, fiacer2, conſcienciou 
Man, and therefore comes into the Rant; of the beſt of Men. 

3. And by conſequznce his Aﬀeftions are the mot orderly and re- 
gular. He loves that which is g29d, approved and commanded of 
God ; hates that which is hateful, diſallowed, and forbidden of God. 


17 * 
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'It is 2 hard Work to moderate the Aﬀetions and Paſſions; it 13 a 


Work for Grace, Vigilance, Prayer, Care, and Timz ; a ftrair 
Hand maſt be kept up>1 them, with a watchful Eye, or they will-fhe 
out like a m2ttall'd Horſe. They are eafily moved, and put out of 
order by a watchful Tempter, who hath the advan:age of a Conlti- 
tution of Body in every Man, and knows how to come upon us by 
Surprize z but no Man fits ſo even in the Saddle, aza Man of a mode- 
rate Judgment. If he cannot prevent their flying dut, he can ſoone!t 
reſtrain them, and reca!l himſe! If And if his AﬀeTtions are inclined 
or hang by a partlality, 'tis towards real gond. Mzn, and for that 
which appzars ia them, which is moſt worthy ot our ſtronge{t Love, 
namely, God and Gadlineſs. And he 13 not inexcuſadle himſelf, 
vho 1s apt to excuſe them whom he hopes God will pardon; yet 
ſtill his Judgment is not perverted from a right Judgment of Sin and 
mm mities, 
: moderate Man is ſubject to Commotions, but he Kllays them 
ot and keeps an Eye and a Guard upan them. 

Thus you have ſeen his Inſide, his Head, Heart, and AﬀeCtions, 
the inward Goodneſs of the beſt Man. Now obſerve the Mode- 
ration of, 


2d'y ; His Senſitive Appetites. 
God's Word revealing to him a Kingdom, a Treaſure, 2 Crt 


+ 


Glory and Bleſlednzfs, end drawing his Heart to Things a” 
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fame Word convincing him of the Vanity, Temptaticnz, and Dan- 
ger of the World ; and his own Jadgmenrt and Experience weighing 
with hun, he grows, as his Faith ard Love to God 'and Heaven 
grows, molt indifferent, cool, and ſlack, or in cone Word, mederate 
toward tie Things that are in the World. 

(1.) He gErows mederate in his Detires and Purſuits, -looking 
* moſt to his Duty, and the right Uſe of the Things of this World. 

(2.) Moderare in uling and enjoying them. 

(3-) Moderate in beating the Crolles, Diſappointments, ard 
Lolles ot them, | | 

And hence he commends himſelf to us as a temperate, contented, 
pailent Man. 

3aly, and laſtly ; He is the beſt Man, lives the beſt Life, and 
leads the beſt Converſation. The Inſide being made clean, the Out- 
iide will not be endured to be unſcemly ; the Tree being made good, 
the Fruit 1s good. 

Here I need not ſpeak, 

1. Of his converſing with God, which is, 1. Dependent upon 
meer Mercy, the Mediation of Chriſt, and the Aſſiſtance of the Spi- 
rit. 2. Reyerent, as becomes Duſt and Aſhes. 3. Fervent, as a needy 
Creature, in ſolliciting his Happineſs and Salvation. 

Nor, 2. With himſelf, which is intimate, impartial, frequent, as 
having Work enough. 

But, 3. With others. 

And in his Converſation with others, in what Place, Rank, or 
Calling ſoever he is placed, he labours to govern himſelf according 
to the Rule of his Calling in general, asa Chriſtian, according to the 
Goſpel ; and of his particular Calling, whatſoever that is. And he is 
a Man that minds his own Bulineſs, and is no Buſy-Body in other Mens 
Matters, and afts from a threefold Principle, 1. Of Self-demia], 
2. Of Charity, 3. Of Righteouſneſs. 

1. He leads his Life accarding to the Principle of Self-denial. If 
Selt be in the Scale, the Hand of Moderation can never hold the 
Ballance even, but when Self is denied. He deſires only ſo much of 
the World, as may help him in his Duty aud Way towards Heaven, 
neither Poverty nor Riches, but Food convenient. He ſtands in no 
Man's way that climbs for Preferment, envies no Man 1n it, fuſtles 
no Man out of it. He modeſtly refuſeth what others ambitiouſly ſeek, 
and foberly ufeth what others abuſe. Ambition makes him neither 
Head of a Faction, nor Emulation to follow a Party. He ſerves no } 
Ictereſt in the \Vorid,-but God's. He knows he fhould _— 

ame 
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Tame Mind which Chriſt alſo had, that he ſhould not preach himſelf, 
but Chriſt ; nor do as they who ſeek their own, Things, but, like 
Timothy, ſeek the Things of Jeſus Chriſt. - | 

2, He walks charitably. If he hath Faith in doubtful Things, or 
Things indifferent, he hath it to himſelf; but he hath Charity to 
others : His Charity extends to Enemies, to pray for them, to relieve 
them, to forgive them. He is charitable,even to hope all Things that 
are hopeful, to believe all Things that are credible ; he is charitable 
in Conſtructions of Things doubtful, and in; his Cenſures : of Men 
and Actions. He is a Man of ſo much Love, that he is a Man of 
Peace. | 
3. He walks equitably. He is ready to receive according to the 
ſame Meaſure he diſtributes : Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
to you, do ye even the ſame tothem..,, And this hath reſpeCt to all-ſorts 
of Men. He gives to all their due ; to Superiors, Honour, Tribute, 
and Obedience. The Moderate Man is not turbulent to the Govern- 
ment, but to his power ſupports it, and doth not ſhake it. If Con- 
troverſies ariſe about his Civil Rights z 1. If the Things be ſufferable, 
he ſuffers Wrong ; if not, 2. He ſeeks then by juſt Practices to attain 
Righteouſneſs. 3. He dares not revenge ; for that is to be unjuſt to 
God, who faith, Vengeance is mine. If in Religious Matters : If a- 
bout the Foundations and Vitals, he is tenacious of an 1ota, zealous 
and reſolved ; but uſeth ſoft Words and hard Arguments, as holy 
Mr. Dod ſaid, aiming to recover Truth, and not to revile Perſons. 
If about Things meerly Accidental and Ceremonial, _ : 

1. He thinks, as our Reformers thought, that Chriſt's Goſpel is 
not a Ceremonial Law ; but it is a Religion to ſerve God, not in the 
Bondage of the Figure or Shadow, but in the Freedom of the Spirit. 
Of Ceremonies, why ſome be aboliſhed, &c. | 

2. That Decency and Order is neceſlary to the folemn Worſhip of 
God, andonly ſuch Things as are reducible to thoſe two Heads. 

3. Edification is one End and Fruit of Ordinances and Duties, and 
not of Ceremonies. 1 Cor.14-26. Our glorified Saviour gave Gifts to 
Men, when he aſcended, and gave Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt; upon the ſame Reaſon, to 
the ſame End, from the ſame Goodneſs, he would have given Cere- 
monies alſo, for the Edification of the Body, if they had been ne- 
ceſlary. 

4. He rarely and unwillingly engages in the Diſputes about Rites 
and Ceremonies, having Reaſon for his PraCtice, he would haye his 


Practice paſs for a Reaſon. . Theſe Diſputes often run upon great 
; K Miſtakes, 
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Miſtakes, in-the ſtate of the Queſtions, miF-apptied Scriptures, Pre- 
Jade D215 307 ATGancnts, ang tney- blow'up Heats, waſte Time, 
enfcele Men in the performance of gteat Duties, and do more frequent- 
Iy etid itt Divitions, attd Separation of Minds, than Satisfaction. 

5- Hehath a reſpect to the Cuſtorns of Churches, which common- 
ly are fitted to the Genius of thetr Countries, while they retain their 
Ititiocency. He can tfe Ceremonies, well waſhed from Superitition, 
in his own Mind and Praftice, by ſonnd Doftrine. He is not cere- 
ttohions in the Uſe of CO religious divine Things com- 
mending hith to God z andyet there is no Man more ceremonious 
than he,. for he uſeth them but as Ceremonies, with reſpett to Men, 
achuman Things ordained by Man's Authority. Artic. of the Charch 3.4. 

6. He doth not wonder that ſome Men are zealous for them, when 
he conſiders their Reaſons; - nor why others are againſt them, when 
he conſiders theirs. If he can give himſelf a Reaſon for their Uſe, 
he may uſe them upon his own Reaſon, tho not upon other Men's : 
Bur he canttot ſee a Reaſon, why they. who cannot bring their Rea- 
fonis w them, ſhould be compelled to uſe them, ſhould be buried alive, 
or excommunicated for their Non-obſervance of them. A Diverſity 
of Ceremonies makes not a Diverſity of Religions ; they that think 
io, are tainted with Superſtition. | 

7, He cannot ſee how our blefſed Reformers could well do other- 
wiſe than they did, conſidering they were but few, not enabled with 
che Gift of Miracles, the gracions King young, the Nobility faCtious, 
the Prieſts and Popiſh Biſhops numerous, the Pebple ſuperſtitious, and. 
the Government had enough to do to preferve it ſelf; a moderate 
Courſe was neceſſary tobe taken (which is highly applauded by the 
Learned Mr. Hales, in his Sermon of Dealing with errong Chriſtrans, ) 
with reſpect to the Papiſts- And now, if he may be 4o bold as to 
ſpeak his Opinion, it is Moderation, and it is but Moderation, that 
reſpet ſhould be had to the preſent Times, and' the Diſperſion of 
Proteſtants difſatished all over the Land: Theſe are not the Things 
that will ever bring in Paptits ;. for they have more of them than we 
have , and if they came over to us for the fake of theſe Things, it 
would be ſo much the worſe for us to bring in Papiſts, except they 
leaye all that was meant o om old Word Papſtry behind them. 

8: He takes the whole Text together, Al Things ere lawful for me ; 
(5.e. all, Things indifferent,neither good: nor evil in their own Nature) 
But all Things art not ——_— All Things are lawful for me ; but 1 wall 
not be bgle under the Power of any. 1 Cor.6.12. When they manifeſtly 
prove inexpedrent, or. when any Soul is brought under the Power of 

any 
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any of thoſe Things in themſelves lawful, in their Uſe they ceaſe to 
be ſo. He obſerves and uſes Things lawful, when they are enjoined 
by lawful Authority ; but when he finds them inexpedient, and do 
not further the Goſpd, or when Souls are become ſubject to them, 
he cannot but wiſh the Things in debate were left out of the Laws, or 
left at Liberty. And now he cannot but ſtand indifterent to Things 
that are laditierent, 


II. Laſtly; Leſt I ſhould forget my elf, take the-laſt Sight of a 
Moderate Chriſtian, and you ſee him ta be the happieſt Man alive : 
1ſt, Happy in himſelf,and happy with reſpeCt to others.He is happy in 
the beſt Temper of Mind, happy in a clcar diſcerning aad Judgment, 
happy in well-governed Paſlijons, not hurried, inflamed, and tranſ- 
ported, not blinded by Partiality to ſel He maintains and keeps 
up the Banks-of, Sobriety,: againſt the Breaches of Intemperance 3 
he lies dry, when others are under Water. He is 2 Lover. of Peace, 
a Moderator of Strifes, and by that means there ts Peace in his Bor- 
ders,when others are in Wars and Contention ; yet he is not ſo tame,as 
to be run down with In{olence, or turn his Back upon true Religion, 
and leave ,jt- to. the : Abuſes of Atheiſts, Papiſts,, Hereticks. He. is 
happy in the large and quiet poſſeſſion of Contentment. | 
_2dly, He1s happy as an Inftrament of Good to others,by bringing 
Things out of Diſorder, into Order; by reſtoring a crazy, ſickly 
State, into a happy Temper, And it were happy, if they - that uſe 
deſperate Applications, did in time obſerve their Opcration, and all 
the Symptoms one with another. Moderation looks on, and knows, 
that at laſt the Father of the Family muſt call her in, 'and commur ir 
to her tp recover it, and dirett it to preſerve its Health, 

Laſtly ; If the moderate Man cannot eſcape Trouble and Sufferings, 
he is happy in polleſſing his Soul in Patience, and that God will by his 
Grace help him to keep poſſeſſion of his Soul 5 and when his Soul is 
diſpoſeſled, the Lord will commend him as a wiſe Steward, that uſed 
— Moderation, in writing down Fifty and Fourſcore, for an Hundred 
\ that was due, and give him his Reward. 

_ This moderate Man is now out of faſhion, but ( ſays Dr.Fuler, in 
tus Holy State, Þ. 207. ) Once in an Age he us un faſhion ; each Extreme 
courts him to —L them Friends ; and ſurely be hath a gres Advantage 

to be a Peace-maker betwixt oppoſite Parties, tho at preſenthe is cruſh'd 

between them. | 
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eAn Appendix demonſirating that Pariſh- 
" hurcbes are no Conventicles, particu- 
arly for reading the ſecond Service 1n 
the/Desk. 'In anſwer to'a late Pam- 
phelt, entitled, Pariſh-Churches turn- 
ed into Conventicles, &c, 


JT* the Title of this Epiſtle to all the Reverend ClerFy of the Church 
of England were proved in the Epiſtle, that Pariſh-Churches turn- 
ed into Conventicles, and Informers inform,and Magiſtrates proceed 
upontheir Information,it would bea great Project to bring the Wealth 
of the Kingdom into the King's Exchequer, to make the Poor of our 
Pariſhes Farmers, and Freeholders at leaſt, and the Informers Fellows 
to Peers,by the Moities for ſo many Conventicles kept thronghaut the 
Kingdom, above twenty Years, in moſt of our Pariſh Churches. But 
we hope that Pariſh Churches, ' being neither avy Man's Houſe, nor 
Barn, nor Yard, nor Back-ſide, may not come within the ACt againſt 
Conventicles. And except they deny Churches to be the Houſes of * 
God, they know not how to ſue the Owner of - them for 20 /. for the 
Houſe. - But if it ſhould fo happen, that this Notion ſhould univer- . 
fally take, and gain Aſſent and make Converts, as he faith he hath. 
made, pag-21. and fo ReCtors and Vicars, becauſe they have taken 
Poſſeſſion, may be adjudged Owners of the Churches, by ſome who 
wiſh theve might be ſome Law to undo us ; we are perſwaded that 
our: Magiſtrates would not interpret the Act, as including Pariſh-- 
Churches, ſeeing ir ſpeaks of a Houſe, in which-a Family doth-inhabit ;, 
or,” if it bein a Houſe, Field or Place, where is no Family inhabiting ;, 
yet we ſuppoſe it is a Houſe that hath been, or may be rage en Or 
was built te be a Habitation ; and we hope that the Pariſh Churches 
are-preſum'd to be'no Places for unlawful Aſſemblies, or Conventicles. 
And-for- ſome. other Reaſons it may be thought that: the Author 

might have invented another Title for his Epiſtle. 
He doth chiefly inſiſt upon one piece of Nonconformity to prove 
Pariſh-Churches Conventicles, and that is, becauſe we do not read the 
ſecond, 
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ſecond, or the Communion-Service at the North-ſide of the Holy 
Table, when there is no Communion, p. 5. And this Omiſſion is a 
Sin of that nature and tendency, that it doth not only offend againſt 
the Common Order of the Church, but hurteth the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate, and woundeth the Conſcience of the weak Brethren, p. 5. 
He beſeecheth us to conlider what Miſchiefs we do both to Church and 
State, p.7, &c. A heavy Charge ! and that 'tis high time to provide a- - 
gainſt ſo dangerous an Offence ! He tells us of two ſorts of Perſons he 
hath to deal with ; one plainly confefling that *tis commanded by Au- 
thority; but ſay, they have their Liberty (to read there or not) not- 
withſtanding that Command. Another ſort coutidently tell him,there 
is no ſuch: Command. And I ſuppoſe many may be found, that are 
doubtful,if not confident 3 and I do profeſs I am neither convinc*d nor 
converted by what he faith, and ſhall be judged by the Law it ſelf by 
and by ;z. and make a few:Obſervations and Oppolitions. 


r. He ſaith, The place for reading the ſecond Service, is without all” 
doubt, a thing indifferent in its own nature, To this I oppoſe that a. 
place inconventent for ſaying or reading any part of the Service of God 
1s not a thing indifferent ; becauſe it is partly what is .read- to the 
People for their Edification, and partly the Devotion of: the. Peopke 
towards God. If the Communion-Fable be fixed' Altar-wiſe, or-be not 
removed from the upper.end of - the Church,_.in very many Churches 
the People cannot hear, and cannot join in Prayer : ſome have made 
ſome ſuch Objection to him, which he doth not remove, and faith, Be 
it never ſo inconvenient.. This may be debated in a regular. way, and. 
the Inconvenience taken away by legal Authority ; Fat for any Pa- 
riſh Curat to judg of the Convenience or Inconvenience of a Law —- # 
and thereupon to alter the Law after his own Model,is no leſs a piece - 
of Inſolence, than to take upon him to be King, . Biſhop-and Prieſt in 
his own Pariſh. - Whereby we are inſtructed, that a Miniſter is to read: 
at the Altar whether the People hear or no, and pray,or not. I know 
one Doctor that takes leave ſometimes of his great Congregation,and 
goes to the upper end of a-Great: Chancel, rather like -to his private 
Devotion, than publick Worſhip. But a great DoCtor had fome re-- 
ſpect tothe Edification. and” Devotion of his People, when he ſet his . 
Man at the Steepk to obſerve whether -he could> be heard from the 
Table. over all the Church : to . make: trial of it, he» 1nterrupted-his 
. Devotion (as the-Story goes for-true ) and called to his Man by 

name : Doft thou hear me now? the Servant anſwers, Yes, very well, 


then the Miailter goes on. Certainly this Doctor thought it _ 
CCLATY * 
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zNary the People ſhould hear and be edifted, hear and joyn, and ma- 
ny of us Curats are of the ſame Mind. This was a Reaſon in Queen 
E1rz, Injunftions Ammo. 1559. and Car. $2. 

2. Pas. 57. He faith, Ir is only the Obſervation or Non-obſervation 
of all the Orders, Rites ana Ceremonies ( and none other.) which are 
appointed in and by the Common-Prayer and Book, of Canons,which gives 
i: the Denomination of a Chnrch or Conventicle. Now, if 1 forget not, 
Preaching and Teaching in any ſuch Afſembly as is deſcribed by the 

Att, makes a Conventicle,and the Preacher finable 20 /. 

3. He faith, The Plea of Cuſtom rs not good in this caſe, becauſe it is 
anainft a Poſaive Law. But we lay, our Poſitive Statute-Law allows 
of the Cuſtom of placing rhe Commumion-Table 3 ſo the Rubrick 

"before the Communion, © The Table at the Communion-time, &*#c. 
< ſhall Ntand in the body of the Church or Chancel, where Morning, _ 
< and Evening Praycrs are appointed ta. be ſaid. A Cuſtom is eita- 
bliſhed by this Law : this Cuſtom is as Antient as the Reformation. 
See the Injunttions of Biſhop Ridley, An. 1550. #n the Collett. of Records 
za Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, p. 206. : 

4. Pag. 9. *Doth not the Book of Common-Prayer it ſelf reſtrain all + 
< Diacelans from making any Order concerning any Doubt arifing 
© abont the Uſe and Practice of any thing in the Book ? 

To this we oppoſe a Clauſe in that Preface, or Chap. concerning 

ff the Service of the Church, im which are theſe Words ; Ad foraſmuch 
7 as nothing can be ſo plainly ſet forth, but Donbts may ariſe in the uſe and 
prattice of the ſame : to appeaſe all Deverfity ( if any ariſe ), and for the 
Reſolution of all Doubts concernmg the manxer how to underſtand, do, and 
execute the things comtained in this Book; the Parties ſo dowbting, ſhall 
always reſort to the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, who by his Diſcretion ſhall take 
order for quieting and epprafeng the ſame, ſn that the ſame order be not 
contrary to.any thing contained 3n this Book, This we conceive is eſta- 
bliſhed by Law. And to ſhew that this reading of the ſecond Service 
when there is no Communien, 4s not contrary to Law, we will once 
again publiſh the Law. 

This Writer takes it all along for granted, that the Law requires 
It, and goes upon Petzrionem Prancipu, or a falſe Suppoſition. 

1. By the Rubrick before the Communion, which muſt be obſer- 
ved to be one of thoſe Rubricks that enjoyn, or dire what is to 
be done when there.is a Commanion, or before a Communion. 

Rubr. The T able at the Communion-time having a fair mbite Linnen 
Cloth upon it, ſhall ſtand in the Body of the Church, or in (the Chancel, 
where Morning and Evening Prayer are wont to be ſaid: and the Prieft 

: Ra 


- ſtanding 
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ftanding at the North-fide of the Table ſhall ſay the Lord's Prayer, with 
rhe Collett following, the People kneeling ——. | 

Then the Priett is to ftand at the North-fide of the Table when 

it is ſo covered, &c. And it is fo only to be covered when there is a 
Communion ; for this let ns conſult Can. 82, © We appoint that the 
* ſame Table from time to time ſhall be kept and repaired 
© in ſuffictent and feemly manner, and covered in the time of the Di- 
© yine Service with a Carpet of Silk, or other decent Stuff, thought 
© meet by the Ordinary of the Place, if any Queſtion be made of it, 
© 2nd with a fair Linnen Cloth at the time of the Adminiſtration, as 
© becometh that Table, and ſo ſtand, ſaving when the holy Commn- 
© nion is to be adminiſtred ; at which time the ſame ſhall be placed in 
© ſo good ſort within the Church or Chancel, as thereby the Miniſter 
© may the more conveniently be heard of the Communicants in his 
© Prayer and Adminiſtration, #c—. And likewiſe that a convenient 
« Seat be made for the Miniſter to read Service in. 

© What, faith he, are there no Rubricks to direct the orderly read- 
© ing of thoſe Prayers where there is no Communion ? 

To this we ſay, 1. Upon Sundays and Holy-Days, if there be no 
Communion, ſhall be ſaid, all that is appointed at 
the Communion till the end of the general Prayer See Rubrick, after 
for the good Eſtate of the Catholick Church. the Communion 
This part of the Communion-Service being added ; 
to the Morning Service in the Pew, appointed by the Canon to be 
made canveniently for the Miniſter to read the Service in, we are 
ſyfficiently directed to read this Service, where the other is ſaid : to 
which it is added, And if any Man doubt of the place, his Dioceſan 
may direft him by the Law ;, <nd if there be no doubt, may read it there 

where he reads the reſt. 

But againſt this he objects, the Rubrick before the Offertory, Then 
ſhall the Prieft return to the" Lord's Table and begin the Offertory. 
Can any Man be faid to return to a place he was not at:before ? 

To this we ſay, 1. In ſome places there 


is no Offertory conſtant even at Commu- |, * See Ridley's Injund#/on 


- . . - _ G&f,re qu te, Item That the 
nions, the People having ſent their Offerings 4 bf PP waar alert 


before to buy Bread and Wine. 2. * When c,,pumm immutarely af. 
there are Offertories, there are Com- ver the Offertery, to. meni(h 
muntons ; and then the Prieſt returns to _— ES _ 1s the 
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the Lord's Table when he comes out or pros Max's Cheſt 
the Pulpit, and ſo we are bound {till but to 
Communion-times. 

Eaſtly- 
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Laſtly ; He objets : [ Ther ſhall follow the Sermon. ] * What buly 
*©62 Communion- Days ? &c. 'and ſhews his reſpect for Sermons, calling 
"© the Sermon the Great Diana, and ironically and profanely, For the 
© dear ſake of that Unum Neceſſarium,that Magnum Oportet. Sir,did you 
declare at your Ordination,(if you be a Miniſter) that you truſted you 
were moved by the Holy-Ghoſt, and called to the Miniſtry? and 
now, when you plead ſo ſtiffly for a Rite, call a Sermon a Dzara ! 

- But to anſwer your Argument, we ſay, That Rubrick ſeems rather 
to direct when we ſhall go to the Sermon, than give us Authority for 
Preaching : We have other Authority to bear us out to make our 
Preaching Legal, than that Rubrick ; and therefore we have Sermons 
on other times beſides when there is a Communion. Laſtly, we ſay, 
ſome of the Rubricks belong to aftual Communion, as this doth for 
going to.the Altar, as you phraſe it ; other Rubricks direct, (when 
there is none) the Order of the Service. 

You bring up a Rear of Authorities, which might have as decent- 
ly been placed in the Head of Reaſonings ; but-we know an inarti- 
ficial Argument 4 Teſtimonio, is not ſo forcible as an artificial. But 
we know no Uſe of Teſtimonies and Names without Reaſon, ex- 
cept it be to think to deceive ſuch eaſy and kind Sirs, as you call us. 
But tothe chief of them I ſay : | 

1. The Presbyterians, in their Reply to the Biſhops, in the Grand 
Debate, tell the Biſhops, Moreover there 1s no Rubrick requiring this Ser- 
vice at the Table, when \there i uo Communion, pag. 45. And ſo they 
were as blind as we. \ 

2. Mr. Hooker ſaith, Thoſe Parts of the Liturgy are at the Table of the 
Lord commonly read ;, he ſaith not, enjoined to be read. 

3. Arch-Biſhop Lazd leaves out part of the Rubrick, which makes 
againſt you and him, out of his Page, and faith, 1» many Places im his 
own memory it was read, pag.41- but not ſo much as naming one Pariſh- 
Church in which it was ſo read. p 

Pag. ig. faith he, And now it remains that 1 ſhould produce ſome 
Etats Tags Authorities to back, my Reaſons, that it may appear to all un- 
biaſſed Perſons, that the Fudzment of all the great Worthies of our Church, 


who have either occaſionally, or on ſet purpoſe treated of this Matter, is *|_ 


HNANLMOUS. 

One would have expected to have ſeen an Army of Worthies, and 
they all great Worthies, to haveenforced his Reaſons ; but when we 
come to look upon them, they are but ſeyen in all ; and how omi- 
nous Is it, that a perfe&t Number of Seven ſhould be found to perfect 
his Victory ! F 


The firlt of theſe is the moſt judicious Hooker ; nay; if moſt judice- 
0, he might have ſerved alone ; atid what ſaith he ? Bok 5. $..30. 
That the Prayers being deviſe'at firlt for the Communion, are, 
when there is no Communion, at the Table of the Lord for that 
Cauſe alſo commonly read, All he ſaith is, thatthey are commanly 
read ; but whether in few Places, or many Places they are common- 
ly read, he doth not ſay, and doth not name any one Place in either 
College or Hall, Cathedral Church, or Chappel, in which the Com- 
munion-Service was always read. And ſo many Things are doue 
commonly, for which there is no Rubrick. p I 

The ſecond Anthority produced, is of great Arch-biſhop Lazd, in 
his Speech in Star-Chamber ; I'll quote the Page for him,  Pag., 41- 
Indeed that: great Man clears himſelf from the Eleventh Innovations 
which was reading the ſecond Service at the Communion-Table.o 
Altar, by ſeaving the Matter very dark and doubtful. To thy firſt, 1 
can truly ſay, that ſince my own Memory this was in uſe in very many 
Places. 1. He ſpeaks of what was in the Compaſs of his own Me- 
mory.-' 2. What was inuſe in very many Places, in which, -he had 
been ; and ſo.he ſpeaks of what he ſaw, and therefore. fell within 
his own Memory : how doth this prove it was no Innovation ? _ If 
it was cuſtomary in many Places, it was a Cuſtom that had' no Force 
it many, if not moſt Places, in which it was not in uſe. 3. The 
Arch-biſhop confirms this by the Rubricks, which I have recited be- 
fore, and takes out of the-laſt Rubrick before the Communian,. this 
part of the Rubrick only-: The Prieſt ſtanding at the North-ſide of the 
Holy'T abſe, ſhall fay the Lord*s Prayer, with that which follows ; leavin g 
out: that 'other part of the Rubrick, The Table at the Communion-. 
time, having a fair white Linen Cloth upon it ; which ſhews, that that 
Rubrick doth only refer to the Communion-Time : whence he infers, 
the ſecond Service is to be read at the Communion-Table ; an Infe- 
rence-that.no Man, that regards not hs Grace aboye Truth and Rea- 
ſon,\ would ever yield to. + ' IEEE pee 

The third Teſtimony is of the Right-Reverend' Biſhopof Norwich, 
Dr. Sparrow, in his Rationale of the Common-Prayer, pag. 239, And 
becauſe this Finder of new Conventicles doth wiſh or exhort his Rea-. 


der-to-miark the Reaſon of this famous Triumvirate, and then read, 


the ſecond Service hereafter in the Desk if you'can'; I will take the, 
more notice of the Rationale, Ard firſt, the Rationale is neither the 
Law, nor a legal arithorifed Expofitor of the Law.. And todo the 
Rationale Right and Reſpett,' this Author, or the Printer, hath made 
the Paſſage to be neither .Sence nor — The Words of the Ratio- 

nale 
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nale are: Private and folitary Communions of the Prieſt alone, ſhe (the 
Church ) allows not ;, and therefore when other cannot be had, ſhe appoinrs 
only ſo much of the Service, as relates rot of . neceſſity ro a preſent ( this 
Writer hath it toa private) Communion, and that to be ſaid at the 
Holy T able, and upon good Reaſon, the Church thereby keeping as ir were 
- ber Ground, viſibly nunding us of what ſhe deſires and labours towards, our 
more frequent Acceſs to the Holy Table : And in the mean wh:le, that part 
of the Service. whh (he ufeth, may perhaps more fitly be called the Se- 
cond Service. : 

Now weak Underſtandings cannot fee a convincing Reaſon for rea- 
ding of the ſecond Service at the Communion- Fable, in alk this : 
1. Notin thoſe Words, When other Communion canuxt be had : Other 
than what ? what's the Subſtantive to other ? Sure not private and ſo- 
litary, which goes before, and-is not allowed by the Church. 2. Or 
when other Communion cannot be had than in Prayers only, without 
the Sacrament, ſhe appoints ſo much of the Service as relates not to 
a preſent Communion. How as relates not of neceſſity to. a preſent 
Communion, and that to be faid at the Lord's Table ? Here the 
Thang in Controverſy 1s poſitively ſaid, without any Proof; the firſt 
part of the Rubrick clearly ſpeaking of a Tzble covered, &c. which 
1s at no other time than of a preſent Communion, or a' S:crament. 
And upon a good Reaſon, and with reverence to the Author, here's 
as bad a Reaſon as can be given. Doth the Church mind us of a 
Duty, which ſhe requires uot as often as the Communion-Service is 
faid ? [She invites Gueſts to this Feaſt only when a Communion is ap- 
pointed, and the Table prepared. 3. The Reaſon is not ſquare, to 
argue from a conſtant reading of the Seryice at the Table, to a 
(only) frequent Acceſs. The Acceſs ſhould] be as frequent as the In- 
vitation, or the Invitation 1s vain, when thexe'is no proviſion. 

The orher four, Dr. Heylin, Mr. Elborow, Mr. Ham. L*Eſtrange, 
Dr. Comber, are too few to drive us all to the North-ſide of the T a- 
bke ; there are more for us of all degrees, than ever were againſt us. 

If all will not do, he brings upon usa Reaſon, which hath convin- 
ced and converted the Obſtinate, pag. 21. Ler #s ſearch all the Forms of 
Prayer upon ſpecial Occaſions, ſince the K its happy Reſtoration, or ſince 
che Bleſſed Reformation, and we ſhall find, even when there is no Communis 
on intended, that it 15 ſaid expreſly, The Prieſt ſhall ſtand at the North-ſide 
of the Table. | #7 
4 1. TothisI anfwer : Grant it to bein all; are thoſe Forms and 
Rybricks enjoined by ACt of Parliament ? If not, they are not a Law, 
I queſtion not at all his Majeſty's Power to appoint Faſts and Thankf- 
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glivings; 
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givings ; but nothing is to us a Law, but what is by Ad of Parlia- 
ment. And 1 believe his Majeſty never gave him encouragement to 
ſay, as he doth, pag.1 3. II That the Determination of his Majeſty"s.-Will 
and Pleaſure is as binding to him, as any Att of Parliament ſince the 
Gonqueſt. : 

2. The Rubrick in ſome of thoſe Forms is only this, I am ſure : 
The Prieſt ſtanding at the North ſide, &c. ſhall ſay ;, and not, The Prieſt 
ſhallſtand at the North fide of the Lord®s Table, and ſay. Then it were 
a Law, if enjoined by Law. | 

3. Do the Printers receive that in Charge from the King, or the 
Arch-Biſhop, to print that Rubrick ? Or do they do it for Cuſtom 
and Form ſake ? v9 

4 Iam ſure alſo, that in the Form of Thankſgiving for Queen 
Elizabetls Inanguration, Novemb, 17. there is no Rubrick at all before 
the Lord's Prayer and Ten Commandments ; but after the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus, the Lord's Prayer and Commandments follow, and 
other Prayers. Therefore it was not ſo ſince the Reformation ; and 
that Queen's Reign took up a great part of our Time ſince the Refor- 
mation ; and that Day was as great and ſolemn a Day as hath been 
kept to his Majelty's Reſtaur#tion. And whether that Fiece of the 
Rubrick in our late Books came not in with the Innovations, I will 
leave tothe Enquiry of others, who have a greater Treaſure than my 
poor Collettion doth contain. | 

And now we may ſay, thoſe that were convinced by this Reaſon, 
have quietly receded from their Obſtinacy, and been very eaſy tender- 
hearted Converts. 

After all the Triumph, he rallies up the prime Churches, King's 
Chappel, Cathedrals, two Univerſities, and many Orthodox Pariſh- 
Churches, where the Prayers are ſo read, viz. Dr. Hicks, Dr. Shcr- 
lock., Dr. Dove, Mr. Pelling. Now whatever their Pariſh-Churches 
may be, if they be more Orthodox Pariſh-Churches than ours, 'tis 
rare. We take it to be no immodeſt Compariſon to ſay, we are ſure 
we are as Orthodox Parith-Miniſters as they are. And how they can 
ſtand at the North ſide of the Table, we cannot underſtand, if their 
Tables [tand Altar-wiſe, ( as they do, orelſe their Churches are -no 
more OrthodGx than ours ) except ſtanding at the North End of the 
Table, be all one as to ſtand at the North Side ; or that their Tables 
have no-Ends, but are equilateral, and fo ſtill their Churches be He- 
rerodox, and not Orthodox. Bnt if their Tables be of the ordina- 
ry faſhion, they mult ſtand at the North End of the Table, and not 


at the North Side ;, and ſo they may come nearer to the Table than 
| L 2 " others 
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Ard to conclude, there was greater Reaſon for reading at- the 
Communion-Table in former Times than now ; for the Rubrick in, 
the Book'of Common-Prayer, till of late, was this : Thy Collefts, E- 
prifflez, and Gosfels to be uſed ar the Celebration of the Lord®s: Supper, and. 


Holy Communion, throughout the Year, before the' firſt Sunday in Advent. 
[Book of Common-Prayer, &c. by Rob.Barker,1634.] And this was 


the Rubrick in King Edward the Sixth's Time ; but in ours now, Col- 
lects, and Epiſtles, and Goipels, to be uſed throughout the Year. Ard 
therefore then the Celebration of the Sacrament was ſuppoſed, or for 
ought I know the Epiſtles and Goſpels were not to be read, till the Jaſt 
Rubrick after the Communion was brought in, to read ſo much as 
was not neceſſary for the Communion. And this ſeems to be another 
Evidence, that the Rubrick for ſtanding at the North Side of the Ta- 
ble did relate tothe Communion-Time, or Celebration of the Sacra- 
ment, becauſe then even the Collects, Epiſtles, and Goſpels were to 
be read at the Celebration of the Lord's Supper throughout the Year 
and if there be no Communion, there is no neceſlity of ſtanding ar 
the North Side of the Table : And till I ſee better Proof, I will con- 
clude, Pariſh-Churches are no Conventicles. 


— 
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The Concluſion, propounding Examples of . Moderation. 


Nd now; having a few Pages left, I will fill them up with Exam- 
; ples, to prove, that the wiſelt Men, and beſt Chriſtians that 
ever were in the Wortd, have always been of - this excellent Temper 


of Moderation. A Man might ſummon a Cloud of Witneliles, to ſet _ 
their Hands and Seals. to the Poet's Medio tutifſumus ibis; And doth, 


not Solomon tell the Meaning, when he ſaith, Tarn not tothe right-hand, . 
nor to the left ; remove thy Foot from Ewil ? 

The incomparable Lord Bacer, of whom the wiſe King Fames uſed 
to ſay, © That he knew the Method of doing Things ſuavibus modis, 
© 2fter a mild and gentle manner. And another Pen gives him this 


Character : *©* That he had the cleareſt Proſpect of Things of any |. 


« Man in his Age, being moderate in his [nclination, peaceable in his 
« Mind, and yielding in his Temper. His Religion was rational and 
; © ſober 
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© ſober; his Wit acute, his Memory faithful, his Judgment penetrar 
© ting, -his-Spirits publick; obliging to his Friend, and.,civil-to, his 
© Enemy ; conſtant. at publick Prayers, and frequent at Sermons-and 
«Sacraments. And yer, _ he tells the:-Duke. of. Buckingham, That the 
true Proteſtant Religion 1s- ſeated in the Golden: Meany the- Enemies 
to her-are the Extremes on either hand: Herein agreeing with the 
Royal Martyr, © That.the true Religion eſtabliſhed.in the Church:of 
© England, keeps the middle'way, between the Pomp of Supecltitious 
© Tyranny, and the MKauneſs of Phantaſtick Anarchy... .,., » 

That excellent Prelate, who pteached Biſhop Wilkzns's Funeral Ser- 
mon, tells the World, ' © That he. Cthe Taid Biſhop Wikins) looked 
© upon tt as a'Ptece off Phanaticalneſs for a .Man to be- vehement in 
<little and unneceſliry things, whether for or againit them, any further 
© tharris-commanded by. lawful Superiours. ed E 2 

The-Pions and Elegant Biſhop Zall.was a Man of excellent Temper 
ard Moderation, as appears by all his Writings, eſpecially in- the 
Book called the Peace-maker, ſaying, pag. 136. © Our Charity ſhould 
© reach us'to mince thoſe Errors and Mittakes which- we cannot ſup- 
© preſs z and where we find Extremes,. there to ſtrain . both Parties. 
© what-we may to.meet in the Mean. Thus did (ſaith he) the twen- 
© ty four African Biſhops, aſſembled in a Synod, walk in a-middle 
© way, and cut a Thread between the Rigor on the one lide, and the 
© Indulgence on the other”; and as wiſe Moderators are wont to. do, 
<detract ſomething from either Party, that they might promote 
©.Peace - between both. He calls Moderation, the S:zlken Cord, that 
© runs through the Pearl-Chain of all Virtue. . Andiin the Epiltle to 
his Peace-maker, ſaith, to his. Reverend Brethren of the Dioceſs of 
Norwich, * That it was ever the deſire of his Soul, from his firit en- 
© trance upon his Publick Service of the Church,” with Noah's Dove, 
© to-bring an Olive-Branch of Peace to the toffed Ark ; but if his 
© Wings- have been too ſhort, and the Wind too, high, to carry. him 
© home with it; he mult content; himſelf with the Teſtimony. of his 
© faithful-Endeavours. O let not ( ſaith, he ) our, Studies,.. Prayers; 
<. Tears, Connſels, Solticitations, nor Endeavours be wanting to pro- 
© mote Peace ; no, nor if need were, our Blood. All:the whole Earth 
<jis on Fire, the Flame reaches up to Heaven ; let vs labour to with-: 
© draw that Helliſh Fewel, which nouriſheth this ſearful Combuſtion. 
©Let every one pull'away a Stick, and not, exxploy;hunſelf as an In- 
© cendiary. - As we honour, the God of Pace, whom, we ſerve; as 
© we love the Prince of Peace, in whom We belleye; .as we tender the 
© Succeſs of the Goſpel of Peace, wich we preach ; as we hope for 
© the 
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©the Comfort of the Spirit of Peace in our own Boſoms ; let us ſeek 
© Peace where it 15 miiling, and follow it where it flies from us. Thus 
that incomparable Prelate. | | 
And here Icannot but take notice alſo of the Right Reverend and 
Moderate Archbiſhop 7«xoz, whom King Chazles the Firſt. ſcle:ted 
for his Confeſſor at his Martyrdom, when he honoured him with this 
Teſtimony and Name, viz. That good Man, One who writes his 
Life, gives him this excellent CharaQter, © That he was a zreat Be- 
nefaCtor to St. ParPs, but greatcſt th the Church, which his Eminence 
© adorned, and his Temper ſecured, inthoſe Times wherein Rough- 
© neſs enraged that Humour, which Delay and Moderation broke. 
© In his Duty this good Man went alongwith Conſcience; in Govern- 
* ment, with Time and Law. His Juſtice was as his Religion, clear 
© and uniform, the Ornament of his Heart, and the Honour of his 
© Action ;, neither. was his Juſtice leavened with Rigor or Severity, but 
© ſweetned with Clemency and Goodneſs, He was never angry, but for 
© the Publick, and nor then ſo much at the Perſon, as at the Offence. 
© So ambitious was he of that great Glory of Moderation, that he kept 
* it up in ſpite of the Times Malignity. So that tho the molt thouzhr |, 
© the worſe of Dr. J«xon, for the Bilhqp's ſake ; yet the beit 
< thouzht the better of the Biſhop, for Dr. 7#x97's ſ:ke. 
. And the paciick Temper of Arch-Biſhop Sheloz: is excellently diſco- 
xercd in a Sermon of his, preached before his Majeſty, 1 660, and after- 
wardsprinted, whoſeSayings deſerve to be written ia Lettersof Gold, 
© That's the beſt and moſt Chriſtian Memory (faith he) that, as Ce/ar's, 
© forgets nothing but Injuries. Let us all ſerioully and ſadly look back, 
© conſider, and bemoan one another, for what we have mutually done 
©and ſuffered from each other.” Let us all be ſorry, and all mend, per- 
6 featly forgiving what is paſt, and returning to as great Kindnels as | 
w<ever; that ſo by allgood and mutual Offices, we may make amends . 
« for our former Animoſities. Shall God ( faith this excellent Prelate) 
<ſo great, ſo glorious, after ſo high and many Provocations, conde- 
© ſcend to beat Peace'with us !; And ſhall we poor Worms be at En- 
< mity atzong our ſelves, for'Trifles,” to the hazard of the Comforts 
< of this Life, and the Hopes of a better ? Shall we retain the Memory 
<of former Unkindnefs, and make a publick Aft of Oblivion which 
we expect, a Pvblick Lie, without either Fear of God, or Shame of 
*the World ? Shall we change one War into another, the open into a 
<fecret one, - Hoftility 1mts*Treachery, apd by pretending Peace, cn- 
©}y ſmooth the way to Soppiiacation ? This is the -moit unmanly- f 
Thing in the World. | | | 


Biſhop 
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' Biſho y cap of Norwich was a rect Patternof thisDivine Vertue 
as may be.ſeen in his incomparable Writings. Not 'to go back fo fa” 
as Archbiſhop Cranmer, Ridley, Hooper,and Latimer, who !oved not thei” 
Livcs unto Death. Bp-Fewel, Abbot, Bilſon, Davenant.Cooper,Uſher,Grindat 
Prideaux, Downam, Merton ;, Archbiſhop Sands, By.Saunder fon, Bp. Potter» 
Bp.Carlton, Bp. Brownrig; Mr.C apel, Mr.Paimer, Mr.Crook,, Mr. Hudſom 
Mr. Lawſon, Dr.Prefton, Mr. Fenner, Mr. Bolton, Mr Wheatly, Nr.Dent, 
Mr. Dike, -Dr. Sibbs, Mr. Stock,, Dr. Willet, Dr. Stawghtor, - Dr. Tho: 
T aytor,, Dr. Featly, Dr. Ho!dfworth, Dr. Shite. © © 
If you would fee more of this moderateand true Catholick Temper, ' 
read the Writings' of Mr.Chillingworth, Mr. Hales, Mr. Foſ. Meade, 
Dr.Fer.Taylorlate Biſhop of Down and Conar, Biſhop Ruſt, Dr. Hawton, 
Dr. Lightfoot, Dr. Worthington, Dr. Gtanvill, the preſent Biſhop of 
Hereford, Biſhop-of Lmcolz, Bp of Cork.,,- Dr.Stillinsfleet; Dr.Tillotſon,, 
Dr. Burnct,Dr.Fowler,, the Proteſtant Reconciler, with many more of the 
Clergy. now living. Here I might alſo recommend the excellent tem- 
perate Writings of ſome of the Laity, viz. Judgs Hales, Eſq; Boyle, 
Sir Charles. Woolly, Mr«Polhill, Mr, Will. Aflein, with the Author of the 
«1k Samaritav,. and many others. Ee HD 
Thz.Reverend Dr. Goodman, in his excellent Epiſtle to his Sermon 
pre:ched before-the Lord-Mayor-of London, lately, obferves, © That 
© our Animolities are ariſen to that height, that we have raked the 
© Kennels of other Countries, to find Names to ſtigmatize one ano- 
&ther ;. anditho we-have many good Men amongſt us, yet who would 
the a Peace-maker, when heſhall be ſure to be boxed on both ſides, 
© like. him. that. parts a Fray ; ſo that the common Friend ſhall be: 
© fooked upon as a common Enemy, by the angry Parties. 
The Sum. of ail that has bzen ſaid of a Moderate Church-man.,. 
| may be comprehended in the.Character following : iz. 
| . He u« one that loves:his God, and his Religion, his King, and his Country. 
Fe ſhuns. the: danzerous Extremes, and keeps the Mean of Chriſtian Moder a- 
tion ; neither cauſeth Schiſms-in the Church, nor Fattions in the State. He 
25. neither fond of needleſs Rutualities, nor yet moleſted with groundleſs 
Seruples; neither worſhips Images. nor Imaginations, but ſubmits to the 
Cuſtoms. of the Country, the not to the Iniquities of the Times. By his ab- 
horrence of all Sin, he acclares he thinks none venial ; and by the Regularity 
of: his Converſation, he ſhews be expe&ts no Indulrence : And as he doth net 
think, by good Works to. merit Heaven; fo he endeavours, that ve may not 
by bad ones deſerve Hell, He takes more pains 10 make geod his-Baptiſmal 
Covenant, than to wrangle about the Mode of its Admimſtration, as *f he 
were baptized: with the Waters of Strife. And he is more concerned to 
prove. 
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prove.him{elf. agopd Chriſtian, than to prove who is Antichriſt: Nor doth 
-he fo earend abant the Number of the! Elett, as to reprobate himſelf for 
wait.of Charity. He thinks it very-unfeaſonable to diſpute about the Colour 
of .a Garment, when our Enemies are endeavouring to cloath us with the 
Scarlet Tiniture of our own Blood. He had rather uſe a ſet Form of Prayer, 
. than have the Serwice in an unknown Tongue ; and ſubmit to-the reverent 
Geſture of Kneeling, than ſwallow the Doitrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 
Whether the chief Eccleſiaſtical Officer, be called a Biſhop, or a Presbyter ; 
or the Commugion-Board, a Table, or an Altar, tbe is not ſo mich concerned 
as to difturthe Peace of the Church about it. He is a trae Cathelic 
Chriſtian, neither Papiſt nor Separati#t, and loves all good Men, by what 
Names or Titles ſoever dignified or diſtinguſhed ;, and nere thinks the worſe 
of. an boneft Man, if Malice gives him an «ll Name, becauſe he knows Men 
by their Fruits, He doth not baptize his Religion with the Nark of a Sett, 
nor eſpopſe the Duarrel of a Party: Nor ishe guilty of the Corinthian YVa- 
muy, wa crying up a-Paul, an Apollos, or 4 Cephas ; but looks upon it as 
the great Deſugn of Chriſtianity to make Men good, and knows where it hath 
not that effett, it matters not mich what Church fſugh a Man is of, becanfe 
a bad Man can be ſaved in none, He ts one-that is ſober without Formali- 
ty, chearful without Qevity, prudent without. Stratagem, and veligious 
without. Aﬀettation ; can be ſociable without revellins, angry without ſweat - 
m7, and zealous without quarrelling: One in whom Nature and Grace, 
Piety and. Prudence are ſo excellently poized, that it may be a Queſtion, 
wherber his Wiſdom or Goodneſs be moſt evident., becarſe both are covered 
with a Vail of Humility. He thinks he may lawfully hold Communion with* 
any true Church of Chrift,, where the Subſtance of Religion is ſound, main- 
taining neither Hereſy in Dottrine, nor 1dolatry in Worſhip, notwithſtanding 
ſome different circumſtantial Modes of Adminiſtration : And be believes, 
if Almighty God damn. us all for ſuch Things, which —_—_ narrows 
fſouPd Chriſtians damn one another, none could be ſavea: And therefore 
he bad rather give an. Account to-a merciful God: for - too.much Chatity, 
than for too great Cenſoriouſneſs, as well knowing he that is \gmilty of ſo 
great a Crime, bath loſt half the Religion of a Chriſtian, and bath exchan- 
ged one of the faireſt Graces of a Samt,: for one of the blackeſt Charatters 


of a Devil. In aWord, He is one that mends the Times more by his good. 
Example, thas by his Clamours, And when: other Men, by" their -ſecret 


Conſprracies, ſcandalous. Immoralities,, cauſleſs Diviſions, . and vencmous 


Pamphlets, are plotting the Ruine of the Kingdom, the Language of bis 


Heart and Tongue is, 


God ſave the King. 
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